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Although tlie principal object of this 
"woik was to colledtlirad condense mto one vo- 
lume^ the hirtoory iX %he unhappy congort of 
Oeobgs the First, whidk is not to be'foond'in 
any of the old and established histories of Eng- 
land^ aiid but slightly treeited on in othevs^-^the 
Editor has, from* vkrioiis authorities, selected 
passages, illostratiye ^ of the personal history 
.of the Branswick monavchs^ ^and- <giTen Ihem 
in their original form; wfaidliiwigiBal* or com* 
piled< matter, takes up the Histdry of the 
Houfeie of Brunswick, a few years prior tp thea^it 
of sc^ttlement ; and he has, ir6m his own^stores, 
added an original, and, he believes, an authentic 
hi^ry^ of the Youth of George IIL . 

The partiality of Whi^ historians, gave a 
hmtre to Sophia, Electress of Hanover, the 
mother of George the First, which, her real cha- 
racter did 'not deserve : and the same bias led 
them altogether to omit the name of his op- 
pressed consort, whom he had, as a despot, 
<x»isigped to a prison, without any; other 'or 
better reason than his will and his p^wte. Over 
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2 PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

the savage injuries inflicted on this greatly in- 
jured woman, the iron hand of the tyrant 
drew a feiU which> ffr |t t^fta^,: t^otere^i^d 
concealed the victim of lust and cruelty, and the 
injustice by which she was oppressed. But still, 
the fate of that high-minded, beautiful, and ac- 
.c^mplisbed Priricessy idifserted, as lliiei ^afe/by 
^ her rdbations, tod by. all iiet fermferwHodstes, 
excited a powerful syn'j^tiby amongst tbe Jibei^l 
.ftnld<€»Hii^tedtyf polSsfaed society, iti every iia- 
tioii of Europe. For a time, indeed, her aav<age 
and- brutttl fausfaaitd i(Oeor]^ the Fiist) ap^ea^s 
Jto have had ihb field to hinnelf ; and he fillldd 
«v>ery cditrt^ wliere $o fietty a prince as he timea 
.wftls had Juiy lufluence^ mth tike most ^^gvtding 
aceKsatidss againM hss. Inpleiw w»ife ; aikd if 
^rfie had btan as ^^iU^. aA the demlttotatitai^ <9f 
her !dppr«s»or ivere ^coliFse; aind vehettiest, Ae 
woiidd, indeed^ have Ibrfdted all xAmm to ire- 
^sptabf imt ihA to iyakpltAhy, ibeioawe, kom^Mer 
bad slie migUfc have kA)lidiicted ^fa^rseif, the ^td- 
iteries of 4ier dbtsbbiid Wire still Hwtoe 4isg;iiaEing 
;.^d notorkhls, land mdt « 1>reath 'of •slander had 
fdistM<m4i^rifiBilie, tUi after iter ill-&ted miMr- 
YJtage tvMi fthsBt imeiwenary tmdBiitbittetts Bittiee : 
to whol^ vdwsM, thferdGdre, »ker ^twn dberratMas 
^w^ scdely to he attmbuted. iter x^p prca a ar , 
thougb he cotild ^ermettcailjf dose his fMdeaad 
hli^hted victtm in a lonely oastle^^attd fwe^r 
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debar her of the presence t>f her cinidven, could 
net derive her of dismteresied advocates, who 
had the sense and humaoiifty to consider, that she 
^d n^ had a fair or an open trial, — that her 
coarse, vindiettTe, gross^ aoid sensnal hnsband, 
uras Ae absolute HMsfter and mover of the tiri^ 
bunals by whioh she is said to have been depwied 
and divarcedf and that hev jadges were as com-* 
{detely his servants as his lacqueps or videtsj 
that her dbaraoter, previous to marriage, had 
not only been free from repraaeh, but was ksiowH 
to he af the most amiaUe order. That the 
Qsatch was foreed upon hsr, wfaa was every way ' 
its vtetin, and had originated enkhrely in the 
avfiri»e of her husband, mlm was her own [first 
asmsfrnp fttid whose claim to her hand was so 
enforced by his &ther and mother, that these 
was BO possibility of a refiisal ; tdthoo^h the no- 
toviopa dehuueheries» and deep-rooted pvoffigacy 
«f h^r'httsbliid were $o gross, that all tht couvts 
of Eurepe resounded with recitals of his licen- 
timwain(W99, and general profligaey of charae^ 
ter» When these fiausts were puMidy known, 
every reAscting p^rson admitted the probability 
^Bit the ftiir captive, and unhappy mother, had 
hei3]» &lsely accused* and unjustly sentenced, 
thij^iigl^ the power andthe knaliee of a guiU^ hus^ 
hand. That thjB BlectoraJ Psince, her gaoler and 
^oppressor, had {Hreteasions te personal courage, 

b2 
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did not jikfiiify his having, on vnaily occasions^ 
exercised hifr Val6ur by hedting \m beauteous 
wife, and draggiiDg her along by her disheTblled 
locks^ to gratify his concubines, who were the 
instigators and \\ie' spectators of those outrages; 
nor did his ambition to shine as a firist-rs^ m* 
trigmTf warrant his h^ing selected thecluurac- 
ter of his unhappy consott as the object wbiefa, by 
circumvention, by subservient and venal dU 
plamatistSf by stratagems of all kinds of the 
sap and mine process, he sought to demolish. 
In defiance of every artifice, the baseless of his 
personal diaracter, and the grossness of hispra- 
pensities, spread rapidly with his vituperiettions 
against his wife, and his own reputation suffered 
in a still greater degree than that of the calum- 
niated Princess. 

That her husband was a man of coarse taste 
and dissolute habits there can be no doubt; and 
none, that he married, solely from motives of state 
policy, a beautiful and virtuous young Princess, 
whom he never loved, and whose life he began 
to render miserable as soon ias the marriage cere- 
mony had been performed ; yet, it is more 
than probable, that his minions and his concu- 
bines, seeing his aversion to his wife, ftibricated 
the most atrocious calumnies against her, forged, 
or caused to be forged, a variety of letters, tend- 
ing to prove the unhappy Princess had been false 



to her profligiite lord/ and they sruborned and 
disciplined a host of fatisie witneaises to g^ve sup- 
port to their calumnies. M^er^ the heart is 
violentljf predisposed to think well or ill, it* 
eagerly adopts* whatever conforms to its pre- 
jadioes; The Prince had deeply and irreparaUy 
injured his wife; and; tod often -is it seen/that 
an oppressed person has no foe so inveterate as 
that by whom a great injury has been inflicted ; 
and the h^irt mosrt prone to the commission of 
crime, is often the least capableto fofgfiVe. Thus 
situated, it is no wonder that George the 
First, when Electoral Prince of Hanover^ too 
readily received every rqport that was discredit- 
able to his neglected, insiiilted, ibrsaken wife ; 
n(»r, that his attendant courtiers found it their 
surest «way to his favour to vilify her character, 
and strive, by all practicable means, to puriFue 
the unhappy lady to utter ruin. 

According to the united testimony of Ger- 
man, Dutch, French, and English authors, never 
was a young and beautifid woman more cruelly 
treated, nor her morals exposed to worse pollu- 
tion. It was even asserted, by a Dtitch anony- 
mous author, that Ae malite of her dissolute 
huribaild hurried him to the in^Banotts expedient 
of thro^ii^ng his^^^own* wife, and 1^ mother of his 
son dud -heir, in the way of profligate but ac- 
^ximjilished chevltliersy in ovder, if succek^l in 



their ckteH^pts u{Mm Iber h<molir> th^jr migiit b^ 
tray their victim^ and hand her over to puiil^fir^ 
meat^ to iaftanyy ftod ruin. This» however, it»ao 
e^trafvagant a flight of matrimonial de{lravitjy 
th^t it. exceeds the bounds of caredibiliiyf and 
mmt be imptit^d to th? wiiversal indignation esin 
eitfd by the grom depravity, and unrelenting 
i^ruelty of her worthless hij^sband. ^t 

It is not the intention of the Editol* to draw 
any coniparison blertween the personal characters 
and .conduct of the consorts of the fik^t and, the 
fourth Qeor^f who have sat on the English 
throne} hut there is the ch»est possiUe anali^y 
brtween the conspiracies of which those Prin-^ 
eesses wete the viettms. It is historically aU 
lowed, that the Princess Sbphia Dorothefi ad^ 
mitted the Connt Konigmiark to visit her 
chamber whilst die Wns yet in bed, land to salute 
her hand; but great allowiftnce must be made for 
the free manmirs of that age ; and it was not 
alone, but in the ptrfei^nee of her female at- 
tendants^ that:the Coiknt WtaiSntrodueed and saw 
the Prioeem; and it is fully ^nfintaed^by many 
£oncurrdnt.teisttmotii€is^ tlwt the concubines of the 
Ekctof- and the EkcioralPrmee, her fatiberhin** 
law land her husband ItpfawttedaBd alcoelevMed 
an interview inlteikded. to .effiaot. the deatk ef the 
0ne^ abd the Utier ^destmetidiL of the edhte ! i ; 

Atod as respects Ihe* strongw A^et of th^clHiMrt 
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^iiGoorgeAe Fimt hatfiii^ ntolvedtp^ i{liit licnr 
^ehildnn, ennen tbnt acdion depenii»iiipoi^ othw 
;qiyininGten49e8$ for.if di^'Mited'Wilii Hie privity 
\^.}^Bf mivkhev, tbe DudImIss of Zclt, to ^riioie w- 
li(tioii9 lin 'France she #ai about ti retire (a iiM4 
lliuiifaasiieen assarted by f<rM«g^^ wiitevs), it oan- 
nfitctn jii0tiee beteroMd ifaitriiay iA^fii; and the 
^uihappy pefseeuted suffefer mighthope, that 
^hen she was oat of the reach of beY< husband's 
fitmettf fhe might negociate with him oa terms 
oC igraator eqaalitif^ and frith a better chance of 
obtaining justice, than when snrroanded by his 
eoneiibinesy and hourly ;eixfoqed to the most bru-^ 
tal tnsstment and intoteraUe insults. Lastly^ 
ttMS most saspicious eiresmstance of di^^-the 
foang CamaA, who had spdken so lightly of the . 
FiMMess i^t <the court af^^lhe^roAigaike 'King of 
jK(plaBd>'si^ who hfeid^^issed' ker hand in bed, 
ww^to adoomfiatty hetfo Aranoe! It should in 
jnsttee be lemembeKed^ t||at tiiis noblenian iMid 
hwn)titred m'her fiithet'seckirt, and that Ab felt, 
issishe ATowsd, a >at>torV kindness towards hini', 
Ji|ottMl4Mure;< .flhewasa Princess of bighr^k; 
suidjiUM^MttthtAiBie af^ie onedslatedA^t, LewJs 
4lul fkNomfee^nth was paariag fais«t^^ 
^ fildgie frcntieis, jhe «oald not travel w4th- 
#at>ioBae4PSOkeotor, aind who more )ireper«than a 
IsAdser^ ti^ dharaoter? Konigninark was not 
irifih; '4Ke fhmuiess had made no provision for her 
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IttttiraQuppohti} 'aod thepccrjecbiMas c^nfiaed, «c^ 
coi^dingi toj th6 . ibesti tautborities, to <the Count, ek-- 
€0rtiii^ htt to h^r^motUr's rekitioDS' iaFranee^ 
and ilheDe ^tintg hep -^tilliav regtdar ahd legal! s^ 
]Mflition» fnom heDihubbandr eotdd ibe'effMitedv • ;• 
. I Theses wtggettiow Appei<rtod< meaij yekntftinoe; 
in a Dutch perioditoiaildicoiitempbraneeaf wbffc: 
th6£ditor.thihks'itwiistfae 'iHolUuubffhej^eg^ou^ 
riua/. fkioehbMed tpoliticitl magasiiRef wMchtheUL 
iteiwikfor :agijB;in that republic, and whickxioii^ 
tain« a rich 'a»d uAeixpkwed ^ne /of historical 
fn^ta a^d'documeoto ahtimately conneoted with 
the history; of England; /and he* muchiregfets 
that. he ha(9;ii oot in hiki>p0]!ivery at thisintorefit- 
ing c^isy ito httve Toeouisse to that and other 
$otelg»'^fii<th0ritie(i;>but he;can 'coiifleientiomly 
avevitfabt^ha Aew jfaiw^AUy; work in the Dutek 
tongufi, stodeH^oted tothe j[Kilillca f^.KinffWiiiiam^ 
and thoi Orangei^ 'Or. iRrateskmt oausf^; as *ta guIuih^ 
Htf^ithe iwi&ro£iQe0f^ |iket Firsts or adserttba^ 
iske ml^ited the crael fSiuflferings.sUeiwiMitlboiiised 
to utidbrgo$> and iieveic4w^i»\ikiler.inBaii9]pe8<M;ed 
%Q hyady iftisereantstii accampliisfty hycmtspirdc^ 
4ibe>.4QStfe?iiMioii. 0£»a idndttflin beiag^i rthau'niieiie 
^^lUf^j/ieda^ahisttkisthMNiic woma»^ ivhoek foh- 
t^vde; baAed. and^ owfoilnded* ^\ .her euismicss, 
ithough: it couldt not avert. thedreaidM sentenoe 
pf perpetUfid impridOntnent in< aJs^itary icart 
laepajrat^ for ever froni her ehildren (George 
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Aembv&ir SAW nyorei I - *'*u a -i f-.i. 
^J\ iSbe ^cincipftl ehavB6ters4NMieehi0d in' this voyal 
Bcunswickf/tragedy) wer«:<'. \:i >fi: lu s. .... ,\ 
iiUhe Elector *(lMPmeT\ J' Di]kei)i''ofwJ9aiiMC9v 
fidher.o£.Oeorgyi.tb^£iiErt/6f EoglwMli i'. i in 
,/Viiie iVtiies»iSbp&«a,JMs wife. SJnewaAcUiuglii* 
tes td tha Priiioe Palatini, i^nd ithe.'PriiiQefls 
Elisahflfcb hiaMotoilly coDsequiently^ gtumiHijwigh^ 
ier tel ! iahMs the >Vmt ' of England^ . ^nll greal 
gnndtdaiCigbteritdiMairy! Qtie(gn p£ Scots ^i^UbiMsy', 
intriguing 'Frineeflsi^ bnt a most .aeecmpliflbed 
jaromaii'. . *♦.. i.'mh'...; *v.'* . "^ , ' *. .a. ..« \ .: i- 
. .fGe^ti^^Xot^lEloetoral .Prints fiM«>» 

aficr^Mrdflltl^e ficti Bvitiab «Qmuirdiof tjml na^ade. 
;t.(iS!of7Ata'uOaral]foa,ooQ£W)rt.tot tikwi*}Priitce|!ftlie 
lwii)ea$-g«ai6nl! t^.tfe i»igfiangiI)Q^^ of Z^U, 
cMer- teolber; totfae filectop^ Hs^nonTer^ ; ntaipriad 
almost by compulsion, owing toi^tfaietiojkt'iglieajof 
tbe Efectsesfik Sqphta.Qf . Hojtoveiv. i %. ; ^ . u \\ 
xifiTl^B^amg JE^A^ o/T JZaK/: widfthi^coMorf^ 
am eloi^t iabd. jbeautiM i^nohlJaidyi . mkom h^ 
flBfii^ried i&ote> musktiv^ < of alfeoti^n* . She * < wa$ 
afterwards involved in gveat uiilM)(^pitte0$Uirwgli 
JlieVmaleMfeBt! iiirtrigiies/iof lkb«v«^lM^i^ 
J^uks) ffe»igiiing biki d»3a^htev*M\i^iVmQj> ^ 
iifiSTiiiH^eued hfislMaid. . : iu^tr » 

known at most <^.fthe charts of Sarop9# byJbP 
^legant^p^rson, hiscourag^, aad licentious 9m<KU9» 
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■ Cbmfd de Phuam^4!i^f* minidkcir to 4he.Eleo- 
tor of Hanover; a subtle, false, and worthless 
imiiMm,' thepandepof bisciwndii^eqoBT; liisWife 
being one of the Elector's iniistrea«»i, mhoM^iAet 
WMthe&votirite df liis.sioiivaHd the chief inatru- 
mentof bxiv^inghii^PrinoejsBtodertvnctioa. The 
Ciount^ in cooseqoeniee 4it his haw «iibseryieiicy, 
waiSP4^eated, by the Elector's influence, a Count 
of the Roman ^ompine; and that ministeiry with 
Baron Bemstorff, ruled Hanover despotically, and 
disposed of its population and resources almost 
as they pleased, in their master's name. 

The CVmnfe^^FonP/aaten, an infamous woman, 
wbo iiiitigudd' with Oi»t Konifsmarl:; then 
pt^opseed <a marriage with hM «ister, the wiistresB 
tiy the Eiedtond Prince; and upon finding that 
the Connt was in Uw with the Princess Sophia 
Dorothea, «he pkinsed and effbcted the destroc^ 
twn of liiem lMith« 

Henrietta Vfm Meissenbrngrpf fisster to the 
£!oiniftesg, and la fiivottrite mistiness to €ieorgttdhe 
Fii«lt, firior4io4he year MM; after his aoeession 
to' the ^roHo of Sngland, i^irMted an Cagliflli 
^mreas m^heriowii rigiiti 

Mdalfti^wmNds^o<&e0rge the Finrt, a icmtapt 
and wicked man; without 'wMais^ widMnt ccm* 
iseienoe, insatiate w %is ai^ftrioe/mflaieiible in 
4m8 reseMmedis. He' waisr n^speeted to jiavevwu- 
-bemed nmt irf «lte fidse w^nesses ^nfba ^gxve 



enAmM^ ag»hisi the oonsort of 6eorg« the Ftfst. 
Tiin^ vtndictive and peffidioils wnrtch adminu^ 
te(i^ to^Vthe vidomiffopeMities that Prince 
kkng* pt44yr tO' hfi» asoettdrng die Bnglish throne^ 
whereby* he heeune aimcwft his onaster. in fingu 
huid^ Bernstorff'B practices wei« so cotirapt, that 
he was fteqnently menaced with impeachment. 
This man, his aCcom{^ices Botblnan, Robotham, 
and the Duchess of Kendai^ were deeply en^ged 
in all manner of conrt-traffic^'such as the sale of 
titles, places, patents^ &e. and rapidly made enor* 
mons fortunes. 

Such were the miscreants whose foul machina- 
tions involved an amiaUe Priticess in unmerited 
disgrraee, and irrepaMifole fuin^ and whose cha- 
racters* are thus desigiMtted^ the better to. enable 
the reader to comprehend th^ events treail* 
ed of In the several divisions of this work ; 
the fiM part of which eonmiebces several 
years after the Marriage of George the Firsts 
wheii in^spicions of Oomii Koni^fsibarki as a ft* 
vxMired l)6Ver of his «4i!Msiort| had he€«i'tl>o Mcce«k 
fally excited; and when the infeMai^M;) ftHMk 
ed by th^ ministers ^ the ^MMMrtsr of HimdVer 
and Zell, and by tfaeconMbiiies of the Elector^ 
and tfie Electoral Prifide; was jost-te liie poirtt 
<tf exptosion, and Which' ^dtoalhf desttoy«d thft 
vi^^limsit was4ntetidedti3lrMLch. • 

"Whatevfei* impiiesi&6af1ts petttstal imypnA^i^i 
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as to the, innocence of. the la4y, every humane 
hoBom muHt abhor the cruel and oowardly.miui- 
neriii which she was oppvessed.' Sophia Doro^ 
thea was* literally Ittinteddown b|^ Uood^^hounds 
in^tberhunian shape-*-tbe! mtistresses, the minis- 
tersi and the agents of herwhosbaad. Thi ^ef 
object pf whom, next to the gratification of vin- 
dictive malice, aj^ars to have bean to compel 
her to acknowledge herself ax ADUXiTREsa, and 
to consent to a divorce. The .principal interest 
of this little piece, at the pr^sient day* is to show 
by what vile means the consort of the first 
George was overwhelmed by subornbi]^ evi- 

l>fiNG£ aod FORGHD I^ETTERSJ not wholly to 

criminate /h^r husband, but rather to show that 
hisr worst enemies, and most indefatigable pur- 
suers^ wece profligate Courtiers, and Courte- 
^mSf who employed all manner of abhorrent 
mMcBuvres, to keep the mind of George the 
^iRSpp in A state of constant irritation^ whereby 
they acquired a cpmplete ascendancy over him, 
and governed, after, his, father's beath, his 
dominionsAS. they pleased* 
• It. jis.tOQrptobabley in fafoth instances, that much 
pi the inis^ry^ and.diaci:editable severities which 
staijai th^ p^^. of history^ arose irom treacher- 
ous iconrti^ri^ or vindictive niistresses. The in** 
famy and perfidy of. the Plaatens, Bernstorffii, 
li¥^B0t|i|D«Us, caused the. ruio of Sophiau Daro- 
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thea ; and whilst the horrid depravity — the naked 
perjuries of ^tM ^I^otfOLAs/' stlind unpunished, 
it is just and rational to fear, that George the 
Fourth may also have been deceived by false and 
suboi^^ evidence, tan^ fiibrie^te^ documents pre- 
pared for purposes and from motives very similar 
to those imputed to the polluted nest of Hano- 
verian icourt-vermin, whose names have been 
rendered immortal by jtheir infamy, and it will 
be hereafter shown, by extracts taken from the 
.* Princess of Zelt/ that the endjJ of those infa^ 
motts conspirators * were as miserable as their 
liVes had been wicked; *' 
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E^rtractffpma ^mrce WorM^ ^ntitied *^ Memoirs 
jijfthe liom^md t$tatg J^riffMS /of th^ Court 
of Hanover, from the Marriage of ihfi Pbjni- 
CESS OF ZeIiL, to the tragical Death of 
Count Konigsmark." 

^^ It happened one evening, whilst Count Ko- 
nigsmark was at the Polish court, that both the 
king and his guests having drank away their 
modesty and discretion, a proposal was made 
and accepted, for every man in turn to en- 
tertain the company with an account of his love 
intrigues, not omitting either names or circum- 
stances, or whatever else might give a zest to the 
narration ; but set the example, and few scruple 
to follow where numarchs lead the way^. 

* This is indeed a " home truth/* where a monarch's life is 
deeply tainted with vice, no limits cva be assi^ed to its mo* 



"When, tben^fqre, it came to the ttun.of 
Count Konigsinark^ he first made his adventures 
with Madame de Pkiaten the'snbjeet of his co- 
medy, which h^ set forth with a.H the wit aikl 
humour of which he was magter, «»d likewiiria 
as minutely as possible, not forgetting that after 
ail that had passed between thiOBi, Madame de 
Flaaten had had the ejtcessiVje goodaeas to make 
him an offer of her dani|^htkT^: neithelr did lie 
stop here, tot the Kn^ine haying tnmed hk hmin, 
he had the nshne«M to lalk^.tl»:(EkctonA^) 
Prinnessj to«Kpwe the«laya|^e>dil^Dsiiki«Befhtt^ 
hnsballd (Geoi|g« li^wis;, afibetllraffds ^peotage^ tke 
First atf Bn«pbmd),to beaA4if hein^ttt her^onfi- 
denoe^ 4uid to.ffuhUahs that at hiajetttrni she had 
agreed to make her escape with.hiip iAtcs^Ffamof. 

The 49ompany was nuoferona, and^; as otfght be 



nlly ooBtagioiis inAveooe. Thig Ajugustiis^im one^ ^f.^ 
most diflsotute seosualists in existence ; no woman coiild be snfe 
if witliin Ills reach ;'he was restrained by no feelings of decency, 
no fdSfings of i^emorse: hxs ctum mter i^ irank'ed iiiitingBt 'Ae 
number of his victims. To addto Ihetifranty 6hli4i<s4ii«a«itit, 
he first tempts the garrulous boy, as well as his other licentious 
guests, to speak without regard to discretion, and perhaps, in- 
diflbrentasto truthoriilaehood, and then, as will hor^qiHi^fheim- 
mediately betrays his (unsui|iectiqg 4;uest ! 1^ waa| APdfsed 
c true kgUimete! ^ 

* This .noble young lady was then mistress to .t^riii^e 
Qeoige, as her moAer stood in thaaame sitnation to ibefolh^! J. ! 
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expected,, all attentive, but nobody more so than 
a certeatk ' Hawoverian nobleman^ who being in 
disgrace^ ba^^'lakeii sanctuary at the ^odft 'of 
Angiisrtu9,^KJng of Poland, and noW^thoug'Iit he 
had the tneans in his power to make* hh^' pe^t^e. 
Accordingly, Count Konigsmark had no 'sooner 
ended his franti<^ confession, butfeignitig tobe 
quite intoxveated with the fumes of the liqudr, 
he tumbled mmder the tahte, mtd was carri((d o^, 
as it was supposed, to sleep* himself sober:' But 
sleep waid the least of his concern^; he'eifaplbyed 
the residue of the night in ftUhig a ki^ psicket 
to Madame de Plaaten, containing all the par- 
ticulars of Konigsmark's^inost^inestcusable folly, 
which; at day-break, he setit ioff by exl^ess to the 
court of Hanover. * ' -i i; j - 

• ** The kihg; hiiMelf^ moreover, recollecting 
the next day the escapes of the night, and (like 
a true legitimate) thinking the honour of aU 
sovereigm'^oxmieA, in those bold attempts of the 
Count, likewise despatched a courier with a con- 
;firmation of what ha^ been betrayed before by 
the subtle Hanoverian. . 



* This fellow, base as he was to iake such an advantage of 
a drankea comrade, was not half so bad as the evef execrable 
O — pt->da; whose name, with Signior Majochi*Sy and 
their employers and abettors, are consigned to deathless infiuny, 
•t dM very worst of recorded traitors. 
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*^ Nothing could equal the rage of Madame 
de Plaaten on the receipt of this iotelligence, 
but the pleasure she took in persuading herself 
that the head of the apostate lover would pro- 
bably answer for the intemperance of his tongue. 
And that no time might be lost in spreading her 
snares, she hastened to the Elector's closet^ to 
conununicate as much as she thought proper of 
the Hanoverian's packet, that is to say, all that 
related to the escape of the Princess; urging 
withal, that so black a treason ought, if possible, 
to be punished as soon as known; and that, in 
order to get the traitor into their power, any 
flattering invitation of some higher post in the 
army, would not fail to quicken his return, since 
it would a£ford him the opportunity he waited 
for, to carry oflf the Princess. 

" While they were yet in this conference, the 
Count, her husband, sent his secretary to the 
Elector, with the King of Poland's despatch, 
which was cautiously conceived in such terms 
as spared Madame de Plaaten, and only expressed 
a tender concern for the honour of the Princess, 
so criminally exposed by the ungrateful Swede. 

<< So authentic a confirmation of the Hanove- 
rian's intelligence, Madame de Plaaten did not 
fail to enforce with all the arguments in her 
power, and, consequently, made sure of her 
point. 

c 
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** BM sfefe lAight have spared her piiiifis, for 
Konigsmark hinliself, being apprized next day 
df the fault he had committed in hi» cups, and 
jni^ly kfraid that it might be used to his pr^u- 
dice, set out shortly aftet for Hanover, in hopes 
to carry his project into execution, before the 
ill c6ii^equences he haA y^ascyh to drea^, slhotiM 
take place. 

** As in such places as Hanover it is scarce 
possible for any stranger of distinction to arrive 
without the court's being made acquainted with 
it, the Count judged it to be most for his interest 
to 'wait upon the Elector as usual, like a person 
Vho would ndt be thought conscious of any mis- 
'behaviour : bttt though the Elector endeavoured 
't6 receive him, likewise, as if he had no suspicion 
of the truth, he was not able to be so much upoti 
his guard but that Konigsmark perceived all 
was not right, and, therefore, concluded every 
thing wks to be fibred. 

*' Taking his 'feave thereifore as sodh as the 
'fornis of a 'court 1v<^uld alldw, he made his next 
visit to the Electrei^, where he also found the 
Electoral iPrincess, Sophia Dorothea, who could 
•scarce contain the satisfaction she received at the 
'sight of one whom she looked upon as her de- 
liverer : that not the least cause .for suspibion 
might be given, she received his court only at a 
distance, and in common with the Electress; Imt 
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withal, by a wkkpefp seat by the Baroness de 
Mdckty which she believed had passed unnoticed, 
let Count Koiiigsmark know that she would 
grant him. the honoiur of a private audience in 
the evening. 

** But though this message was sent and receiv« 
ed with all iiaaginable precaution, Madame de 
******, sister to the Countess de Plaaten, and 
mistress to the Electoral Prince, who was then 
in the cincle, kept a vigilant «ye on all thaft 
passed, and wkh the shrewdness peculiar lo the 
sex, guessed at the whole truth, which she iiskiled 
not to oommumcate both to her sister aB4l the 
Elector, who being ttuder the infloeM^^ <nf thig 
brace of ftiries, vf^A kd to believe aad to act 
implicitly as tibey desired and direetedL 

^ They urged that Count Konigsmark wouUl 
ttrt fail to visit tine Prittcess 4liifi very night,, 
attd perhaps, to pacify his ow« feans» or to put 
the event «iit ^ fortune's power, might over-- 
persuade her net to «m the risks of another 
day : that,1jierefiare, his Eledtoral Highness ought 
lerdbwilli to esert hsmself^ and secure the honoar 
of his family, by the idttlh of this bold invader 
Hrhtlehewas yek within hisMach; time beiag 
tiie grsttd hinge on which the suci^ess of all 
things turned. 

^' This iatal cabal lasted «he whole day, whiah 
was spent by 'Count Koni^naili m «aki«^ 

c2 
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visits, and receiving compliments on his retni^n j 
a ceremony which he tMfought necessary, both to 
fill up a tedious interval, and likewise, if pos- 
sible, to prevent any suspicion of his plot, which 
was now in every circumstance ripe for execu- 
tion. 

" The evening at last came, and all things 
seemed to favour his design. The Electoral 
Prince was at the court of Berlin on a visit; 
Madame de Plaaten was indisposed, and the 
Elector, as Konigsmark fondly thought, enter- 
tained no other thoughts than of her recovery. 
To the Baroness de Molckt's apartment he there- 
fore flew with more than ordinary transport (hav- 
ing first caused his equipage to be in readiness, 
and appointed his servants their post), and was by 
her introduced to the Princess, at whose feet he 
immediately fell with an ardour which mere court 
devotion very rarely inspires ; and being raised 
by her Highness with all the gracious expression 
which could signify esteem and acknowledg-^ 
ment, he proceeded to open to her the dispo- 
sitions he had made to render her escape both 
certain and commodious; wiUi which she ap- 
pearing to be extremely well satisfied, he took 
the hint to press her to an instant departure, 
enforcing the favourable circumstances before 
mentioned; explaining to her the expediency of 
$a doing, if they had any regard to their com- 
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mon safety, and enlarging on the dangers which 
probably might attend the least delay; all 
which he uttered with so much vehemence and 
passion on the one hand, and tenderness on the 
other, that the tears often started into his eyes, 
and dropped from her's. 

" So near a prospect of deliverance had all the 
effect the Count could wish ; she thought of it 
with ecstasy, and regarded him with something 
more than gratitude. But when upon the point 
of giving herself up to his conduct, the tender- 
ness of the mother got the better of the resent- 
maits of the wife ; and she insisted upon being 
indulged with one day to give her last embraces 
to her children^ before she took leave of them 
forever! 

'^ Both Konig^smark and the Baronessused their 
utmost endeavours to dissuade the Princess from 
this unseasonable tenderness ; but to no purpose. 

* My children! my children V said she, *have 

* never offended me; nor should I bear the re- 
^ proaches of my own conscience ^ if I set out with-' 

* out leaving such an impression of their unhappy 

* mother's affection upon their minds, as time itself 
^ shall not be able to efface.' 

^^ This absolute refusal struck Konigsmark to 
the heart. From the most sanguine hopes he 
fell at once into despair ; and, like one convinced 
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that his fete was sealed, passionately kissed hef 
hxtidf pressed it to \m bosom, and sighing, said, 

* Adieu, Madam f magf I prove a fake prophet, 

* but I fear this is the last time you will ever see 

* jfomrKoniffmmrk** 

^^ Whilst these events took place in the closet 
of the Princess, the spies of Madame de Plaaten 
carried the news of the Count's visit to the dark 
cabal which we left sitting upon his destiny: 
upon which, the Elector immediately resolved 
to close with his favourite's bloody proposal, 
and four of the most desperate ruffians of his 
.guard were appointed to put it in execution; 
who had scarcely taken the posts assigned them, 
before the unhappy victim, muffled up in his 
cloak, fell into their merciless hands; and though 
he made a shift to draw his sword, and defended 
himself like a man who was resolved not to part 
with his life tamely, his valour was of no other 
use, than to redouble the fury of his assassins, 
who, in a few minutes, cut him almost to pieces: 
after which, having, by a signal before agreed 
upon, given information that they bad fulfilled 
their orders, the Elector himself joined them, 
and being satisfied his vengeance had fallen 
where it was intended it should alight, he or- 
dered the body to be thrown into an adjoining 
privy^ which, the next mcMrning, was bricked up, 
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98 if it w^re esteemed ike pnly sep^lchr? pror 
per for on^ who ted at^eppt^d to d^sl^onoui^ tli^ 
Electoral house*. 

" As the apot wher^ this tragedy wa^ peTforwed 
was at some distance from the apartment of the 
Princess, she h^rd nothing of th^ scuflBle hetweefi 
Count Kfipi^inayk apd feis assassips, but, iifl- 
medistaly sifter his departure, b^gan to pr^par^ 
in earnest far her escape, which i?he had fixed 
for the night following; and whe|i retired to 
rest, alept with less perturbation than usual, as 
belieying h^r captivity would ^ soon be at an 

end. 

" But if the night was ppace, the morning 
Wfi^ trouble;* for scarcely had she op^ijed her 
^yes, before she saw tfee Baroness de Molckt 
approaching her b^d-side with l^prror in her 
face; and heard her spb forth, ' Alas! madam! 
*the Count I the poor Count!' without being 
able to utter more, nor, indeed, was there any 



♦ If this account is correct, of coursp that which ^ppej^rs in 
th^extrapta from the Walpoli^na must be false. This narra- 
tive having been written by the sister of the Count Konigs- 
mark, its title to impartiality may well be (juestioned; as to 
the incidents, she was likely to become much better acquainted 
with them, than the Earl of Orford ; for, however fond George 
the First might have been of the Earl's father, this was a 
aulgect on which, most pro^^bly, he had litUe inclinatiqi? to 
^iiscoarse. — EdUor* 
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occasion, for her presaging soul but too easily 
divined the sad reality. The Baroness melted 
into tears, and as an accessary, not only la- 
mented the fa^ of Konigsmark, but trembled 
for her own. On the contrary, the Princess, as 
ifaffliction served only to ennoble her faculties, 
and increase her fortitude, scarcely suffered her 
complexion to change its hue, or a single muscle 
to express the least sign of sorrow or despon- 
dency. * It is well,' said she, < I desired to 

* be free; and if I become so, no matter for the 

* road : they have already done their worst.' 

"By this time, the Baroness de M ., having re- 
covered the use of her speech, proceeded to in- 
form her, that as to the particulars of Konigs- 
mark's destiny, they were yet unknown : only 
the noise of a fray had been heard ; a large 
quantity of blood had been found ; the Elector, 
in person, had gfiven some mysterious orders ; 
the Count had never been seen since, and all his 
papers had been seized. To which the Princess 
only replied, *Then our adversaries will, at once, 
' be made ^sensible of our innocence, and their own 

* guilt; and we shall suffer what they de;serve.* 

"This had relation to certain letters of her's 
(the Princess's) to the Count; in which the 
whple scheme of her intended escape was fully 
laid open ; and the dotage of the Elector, the 
Ib^ut^l behaviour of his son, the infamous lives of 
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the two sisters, their bosom favourites, and the 
kthar^c indifference of the duke (of Zell) her 
father, were treated with all the severity that 
indignities and provocations without number 
could inspire. 

** Upon these mischievous letters, which none 
but the inconsiderate Konigsmark would have 
preserved, the Elector, and the two (infamous) 
sisters were sitting in judgment, during this 
melancholy conversation between the Princess 
and her confidante ; and scarcely was it ended 
before an officer burst rudely into the apartment 
with an order to seize the Baroness, and commit 
her into close custody; and to confine the PriU'^ 
cess to her chamber till the Elector's farther 
pleasure should be known. 

** The same day an express was dispatched to 
the Electoral Prince at Berlin; and another to 
Count Bemstorff at Zell, to be delivered by him 
to the Duke, with instructions calculated to ag- 
gravate the conduct of the Princess, and qualify 
the outrage of putting her under confinement ; 
all supported by such letters as she had written 
when her mind was most exasperated ; and in 
which her language was most liable to sinister 
constructions. 

" The Prince, as it is easy to conceive, felt no 
other emotion, on this occasion, than that of re- 
sentment ; as he had never loved his consort, it 
gave him little uneasiness to find that he had no 



36 AiniO]>OTB8 W TSJQ 

kmger apy ^bure i^ the haart b? lu^d tftk^ such 
paind to ali9n(i.tee but tbe^ hid pride was hurt, 
and one victim he thought "^^ si^rcely $ui^cieut 
to atone for the injury which he yiras pf rsuaded 
to believe had been done him. 

<*So adroitly did Count Bernstorff play hi$ part 
at Zell, that though the Duobeas (thp mother tP 
the Princess) threw herself at the fpet of th^ 
Duke, and conjured him in the most urgent q.nd 
affecting manner, not tp give tqo lightly into ill 
impressions of the Princess his daughter* he cpu* 
tinned immovable, saying only, ^ As she hath 
* forgotten the duty of a daughter, she sh^U Andf 
^ I have no longer the bowels of a father.' He 
then empowered Bernstorff to signify to the 
Elector his brother, that the crminal he had in 
his power, was likewise at his meroy, and that 
however rigid his sentenee i^hQuld he, he would 
ratify it. 

^^This dispatch^ savage 9» it Mrps» did the Count 
Von Plaaten, a^ theinstanp^ qi h^ wife^ put into 
the hands of the Prineess* cuid at the i$ame tim? 
gave her to uaderstandy tlmt it Wfts th? ^lector's 
pleasure that sh^ should be immediately removed 
to the castle of A-^^^^r^n, in the dominiqiis of ^ell, 
there to remain a prisoner during ih^ r^m^iftd^ 
0i her life ! 

'^ But so little was eil^r the mmmg^ or th? 
letter aUe to skoek hsit ^jn$mm», that with m 
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open countenance, she said, <Tell the Elector 
*^that when I turn my hack on Hanover^ every 
' road is pleasant/ To find that reoeiyed as a 
teivoar, which was meant as a punishment, not 
affording the Count the triumph he expected, he 
had the insolence to ask her, whether her fami- 
liarity with Konigsmark had rendered a mid- 
wife necessary ? and if she were already pro- 
vided? and was again put to shame hy the 
Princess replying, ^ Sir, these modest questions 
' of your's would be more pertinent to your lady; 

* or, if you are afraid to take such liberties with 

* her, entreat your master to do it for you.* 

<* At that instant, an officer of the guards com- 
ing in, and informing her that a coach waited 
for her, and that she was committed to his 
charge, * Let us go. Captain,' said she, ^ we 
' can never be in worse company than we are 
' now to leave.' < 1 am first to inferm you/ 
said the officer, *that Count Konigsmark is 
' dead/ ^ He is happy then,* said the Prioeea^ 
♦which the guilty never can be/ At thesa 
words, darting a withering look of scorn and 
contempt on the disappointed wretch she waa on 
the point of leaving behind her, she quitted the 
room, and, without so much as asking where 
she was to be conducted, bade them drive on*. 



* The original translation from another German wwk^ wlmh 
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'^ Being at length arriyed at the castle that wa« 
appointed for her prison, though in the dominions 
of the Duke her father, and hut eight miles from 
his capital, she found herself surrounded with 
the creatures of her husband, not one of whose 
faces she had beheld before : and the very next 
day after, two Secretaries from the court of Ha- 
nover*, questioned her by authority concerning 
her correspondence with the deceased Count, and 
the particulars of her intended escape into France, 
to whom, though she was under no obligation to 
plead, she related the motives and views and ends 
of her whole conduct with the utmost candour 
and minuteness, and even took the sacrament 
by way of confirmation, that all was true, ' Not, 
said she, ^ to exact any favour from him who was 
' my husband, but m justice to my own fame. '* 

" Nor was this noble behaviour of her *s lost upon 
the impartial world, who compared whatishe had 
done, with what she had suffered; and the gal* 
lantry of her defence with the shock it gave to 
^ her malicious prosecutors, and pronounced her 
'Mt only free from guilt, btU worthy of a better 
fate. 

will .be found further on^ purporting to contain the Princess's 
own journal, differs very materiall j from this account ; as the 
reader will perceive. 

* The Journal of the Princess makes mention of this cir* 
4)ttm9tanoe* 
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*' As a proof of which it is notorious that the 
Prince her husband, fearful lest the Duke of 
Zell should in time get the better of his own pe-< 
culiar resentment, on account of his daughter's 
unguarded expressions in her letters to Konigs- 
mark^y and, in consequence thereof should re- 
tract the instrument of succession then subsist- 
ing in his favour^ — actually made her proposals of 
a RECONCII.IATION, to which she returned the 
following high-spirited reply, * Tell the Prince 

* that he requires an impossibility, ^-f or ^ if I am 

* guilty, lam unworthy of him, and if I am tn- 
' nocent, he is unworthy of 99i€/ 

^' This haughty refusal, which was little expect- 
ed, so highly exasperated the Prince, that Bem- 
storff received immediate orders to solicit th^ 
Duke of Zell, his master, to» give, his consent to 
a divorce, which he found means to obtain^ and 
in virtue thereof (the Duke's consent to divorce 
his daughter!) such practices were tried in the 
two consistories of Hanover and Zell, that both 
were induced to pronounce the marriage null 
and void; which was nevertheless done with 
such apparent partiality, that though the Prince 
was left at liberty to marry, when and whom he 

* The Princess's Journal alludes to forged letters, as wall aa 
genuine. 
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pleased^, the Priskcess wa» denied ihe like induU 
genoe,— a»d tkat no door of ho|>e might ever be 
left open to her, wh^i the Elector lay upon, bk 
death-foed, hie induced the Duke im brothei* to 
oblige himself hy the most solemn oalh whkh 
conld be formed, not to alter the succession of 
his domifliiiotLs; BXkA Bernstorff took especial care 
to have it particularly observed; for he had the 
address to preserve his ascendancy over his ma»*> 
ter,^ tffo entirely to the last^ that vi^ben the Duke 
]um«el€ likewise £eitt his dissdintiGa approach, 
though imfKurtiined for access and forgiveness 
by the unhappy Praicess his daught^, he was 
influenced to reject 4iU her stapplicationfip though 
back^by these <)f her maother; «nd having tbim 
Miiised to showmwcy, he 'died witfaoitt a pretext 
tolMkat. « 

^ The Princeass had now a tnctther's safferingB 
to lament, am well as bet •own, for scaroely was 
ihie Dake cekl in his i^s9ive, before his Do^p^ager 

.^1**— .ifciiwi I I ■Mi f iiii ■ ■ i n — ■ ■■■i > a i i«i 1 ■ ■ ■! . n. i n I I ■■ .t . 

^ The conaislerial ^covtm tfflm&vermd f^YL ffete so eem- 
ipletoly -uBder tbe -eoiitrol -of thehr Sdvercrigns, that not idie 
Jaast dkhcmdur ought lo .attach to the memory of the Priaeetaj 
even if this 'dubious fact were a confirmed truth. — It was no- 
torious to all the world that the husband lived in a state of open 
adultery, as well as his father; and yet, the son was diwyrced^ 
ivith tbe ogreeeAk appmdage of marrjiirg again if he "pleased. 
So much for its moral justice ! 



was obliged to quit the ducal palace (to whidi, 
neyertheie»$, no other Inranch of the Electoral 
house repaired), b^A in the article of her revenue 
she found a wide difference between tiie promises 
of the Ooort of Hanover, and their ftdfilment. 

** The new Elector, howevefr, seemed at last 
inclinable to abate bis vigour to the Princess his 
tonsort, by casing a tender to be made of bet 
liberty ; btft date was above ^ftcce^ng as a fevour, 
What slie deenved to be h^ tig%ft, nor^o^ him 
would she ddgn t^ 'accept t)f a^y fevofiiKt kt fifi. 

^< To tftie DttdattLcholy, a^ well as «o 4,^ philo- 
SBfM'c mind, ^H dweMttigs •are indifferent 5 and 
tlms thte |ft^ce "iX bet confinement, •which was at 
fiffs* so terrible, ^ftiecurnie Yrif kta her-^^mt^; *and 
i^ i4gM: "a use did i^e makie ^ %€t talfttMtie», 
19^ s^ beavd «of %he^eath^f Madttmede Plaa> 
«en,4i^\i^-st enemy, With<Mt Vhe'knA trmnrjfli, 
and of the exalta4»<m 'Of CheiSledtdr tothe'tttiM^ 
WflBngfland, '^itlittut ttie feast «nvy, or the most 
'T^toote %Jsh to^bafre *a Ws good ^ftfrtffne. 

" Tb liear that ker Iriend, Ihe Bareness de. 
M(ftc^, had had^fcoutfeg^tolirt herself ae>Wh*fh«n 
1!be tftWer '^f Nieuberg', Which was one ^tmdreft 
^end ^igfhtyfett liigli, iind ^hfe 'good fdrtnne*) 
make her escape to. Vienna, after tncvelling 
aevetity E^iyb miAm ^n (fo0t,<8he used to imen- 
tion as one of the ^TiiefiitfleRMFes ^Areloid e^er 
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tasted, and that she lived to close her mother's 
eyes, as the most acute of her misfortunes. 

" After this fatal period, she found herself in 
the world, as one who had no relation in it, or 
interest in its concerns ; without joy in the pre- 
sent, or hope from the future; at once an affect- 
ing example to the princes of the earth, of the 
vanity of sublunary greatness ; and a warning to 
the world in general, not to presume too con- 
fidently, that innocence is always secure /rom 
shame, and beyond the reach of slander. 

** Death, at last, looked upon her with a 
compassionate eye, and drew the curtain on her 
calamities, but so peculiar was the rigour of her 
destiny, that even death could scarcely redeem 
her from the hand of her oppressor, those most 
concerned in her loss* being denied the com- 
mon privilege of expressing their sense of it, 
even by a ceremonial mourning." 

Such is the close of an admirably written 
work, whose reabauthor, or origin, it is at this 
distance of time, impossible to ascertain. It 
might have been written, as stated, by the Coun- 
tess Konigsmark, and it is about equally pro- 
bable, that it was the production of some par- 

• George, Prinoe of Wales, afterwards Geoige the Second* 
The diildren of the Qaeen of Pjrussia. 
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tisan of the House of Stuart, who wished to 
throw discredit on the new dynasty. It is 
probable that the work was cautiously circu- 
lated, and it is at present extremely scarce, so 
much so, that very rarely a copy is to be found. 
But, whether it be a Jacobitical production, or 
it really was written in the German tongue, by 
the lady named, and afterwards translated into 
English, it is very elegantly written, and no one 
need blush to own such a production. 

Fifty-three years subsequent to the date of the 
above anonymous work, a couple of small vo- 
lumes were published, under the following 
title : 

MEMOIRS 

OF THB 

PRINCESS OF ZELL, 

CONBORT TO 

KING GEORGE THE FIRST. 

These were dedicated to the late Margravine 
of Anspach, whose last husband, the Margrave, 
was a lineal descendant from the Princess So- 
phia Dorothea of Zell, as well as the royal fami- 
lies of England and Prussia ; and if the children 
which that lady bore were not the children of 
George the First, then the present royal family 
would have no legal right to the throne, for the 
act of settlement expressly specified that the crown 
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should descend to the heirs of the Princess Sophia 
of Hanover, daughter of the Elector Palatine, 
and grand-daughter to James the First. 

The name of the lady, who appeared as the 
authoress of the Princess of Zell, was Sarah 
DuAPER^ The following is a copy of her ad- 
dress 

" *0 THE READER. 

** The manuscript, frpm which the following 
sheets have heen translated, has been mantf years 
in the possession of the eiditor. It is difficult to 
sfiy, whence that ma^\iscript originated j whether 
from a German publication, cautiously printed, 
and little circulated ; or whether the manuscript 
itself is an original paper, written by some per- 
son connected with the Court of Zell, and inti- 
mately acquainted with the anecdotes therein 
related. 

" However that may be, the editor has lon^g 
since rendered it into English; conceiving it con- 
tained many circumstances, not to be found in 
any of our historians, and which may be con- 
sidered as singular by all such persons as are 
disposed to take an interest in the events of a 
Court, with which some High Personages in this 
country, who are objects of national veneration, 
are so intimately connected. 

** As the work itself contains nothing of either 
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politics or party, it may be proper to observe, at 
this time, that no allusions are meant to be 
drawn from it that can, in the smallest degree, 
relatis to occurrences of the present day*. 

*' The manuscript itself is evidently of some 
antiquity ; and the translation (as far 9» the 
abilities of the editor could enable her) a faith- 
ful copy of the work, without allusion or com- 
ment of any kind. It may, perhaps, not be con- 
sidered as superfluous to make these observations 
at a time when the public mind is strongly agi- 
tated with concerns of a high domestic naturef. 

** It may be objected, that there is some mat- 
ter blended with the work, which does not seem 
immediately blended with it ; but, in answer to 
such objections, the editor has only to apologize, 
that she conoeived it would destroy the effect of 
the whole, to separate or abandon any part of it; 
and, therefwe, gives it to the world in the exact 
form of the original, trusting to the candour of 
the reader for any indulgence it may stand in 
need of/' 

Such is the preface : and although it may ap- 
pear rather uncourteous to doubt a lady's wordy 



* This paios to deny or avert such an intention is no in* 
fallible proof of not entertaining it. 
t The separation of the Prince and PrinQesB of Wal«L 

B2 
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yet the resemblance is so strong, a person might 
be pardoned who had read Home Truths, for 
asserting that anonymous production to be the 
parent of the Princess of Zell. At the same 
time, the ability to fill up the blanks in the 
modem work, and the dedication to a Princess 
so likely to know the true origin of the work, 
and afibrd mucli curious information, are cir- 
cumstances favourable to the fair lady in 
question. 

A third work, relative to the Princess Sophia 
Dorothea, consort to George the First, and the 
common ancestor of the whole existing royal 
family of Great Britain, was put into my hands 
in Sweden, in the summer of 1808, at Stock- 
holm. This was entitled in German, "JBm 
alter Hoffmeister an einim jonger .Kron Prin^ 
senj^ " An old Courtier to a young Prince.** 
This work purported to have been written by a 
person of the above rank and description, and to 
have been addressed, as a posthumous work, to 
Frederick Prince of Wales, father of George the 
Third, and grandfather of George the Fourth, and 
to have been printed at Eriangen shortly after the 
death of that greatly beloved and popular Prince. 
The gentleman who showed that work to me, 
was Brigadier General Sir Levett Hanson, 
Knight Comniander of the Order of Saint 
Joachim, and ex-chamberlain to the last reign- 
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ing Duke of Modena. Sir Levett procured it at 
Erlangen, and considered it as a very great cu- 
riosity, it being the only copy he had ever seen 
or heard of; and he said the oldest courtiers, 
and the old Professors of the University of Er- 
langen, gave credit to the contents as being 
substantially historical facts. The translation 
was the work of that eminently fine classical 
scholar, the Knight of St. Joachim just named, 
or his secretary, Mr. Rehl, from whose MSS. 
I transcribed the copy, a part of which has 
been unfortunately lost ; the residue I now sub- 
mit to the British public ; not at all anxious to 
conceal any discrepancy, nor attach more credit 
to its extraordinary contents than intrinsically it 
may be found to deserve. 

This scarce and curious work, small as it was, 
appeared to have been published in partSy which 
is the custom in Germany, and perhaps in all 
despotical governments, with prohibited books, 
by which mode of publication the loss, in case of 
confiscation, is less considerable, and the chances 
of detection fewer. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Some few of the facts stated in the ensuing 
pages are to be found in the Memoirs of Bran- 
denburg, written by Frederick the Great j but 
they had been printed some years previous to the 
appearance of that celebrated work. The bold 
accusations levelled at the character of the Prin- 
cess Sophia of Hanover, as respects her political 
intrigues, are fully corroborated by Bishop Bur- 
net and other contemporary authorities, which 
/state that the Stadtholder made use of the Duchess 
of Hanover, to induce her husband Ernest Au- 
gustus to withdraw from his military engage- 
ments vnth Louis the Fourteenth. The bribe 
held forth to tempt his cupidity was the succes- 
sion to the English crown; and no less than this 
was offered whilst James the Second sat on the 
promised throne ; our native histories afford some 
corroboration to the imputations, serious as they 
are, and so corrupt and profligate were the morals 
and manners of the courtiers, that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury found it necessary to write to the 
Electress Sophia a letter of admonition, requiring 
her to purge her court of several individuals 
whose manners and morals were alike profli- 
gately wicked. This authority, as well as the 
memoirs of Ker of Kersland, who had been one 



of th^ Princfess Sophia's confideniidl spies f fully 
corroborates the evil repute of the cbiirt of Hano- 
ver at the period in questibn. The insinuation, 
that th^ Pi-incess Sophia helped to i^&cf ifice thti 
Duke of Monmouth, would appear quite absurd, 
were it not that the German authot has also 
asserted, that Charles the Second wasf privately 
married to his mother, Lucy Walters. 

The Mr. Hyde mentioned in the narriitive, was 
the celebrated and intriguing lawyer, Lawrence 
Hyde, who afterwards became Lord Chancellor 
of England, and whose dailghter married the 
Duke of York. This Lord Clarendon had been 
dead nearly fifty yeai^is, at the tiihe when this 
MS. appears to have been written ; consequently 
*he writer must have been at a very advanced 
age. 

Itii most extraordinary feature certaitlly is the 
account given of the secret poisoning of the 
young" Duke of Gloucester, — ^the price paid for 
the perpetration of that foul crime, and the 
name of the asserted riiurderer. On these deli- 
cate and iftip6ttant topics, I have no decided 
0pini6fi to expresis, farther than the admission, 
that the filor'e serious is the imputation, the more 
oitttioiis a reader ought to be in giving it credit : 
and this feeling renders it more particularly my 
duty, candidly and impartially to put my readers 
iii possession of all the means of forming a cor- 
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rect opinion in my power to impart. Those who 
are acquainted with the shackled state of litera*- 
ture, in countries where the press is subjected to 
a censor, know that it is an almost universal 
custom to print dubious or forbidden tracts, in 
separate sheets, or in very small portions, in 
order, if the edition should be seized, that the 
loss should not be heavy. This appears to have 
been the plan pursued with the German work in 
question, which was printed in parts, with perhaps 
9. fictions name attached. It appeared soon after 
the death of the Prince to whom it was address- 
ed, and although said to have been written by a 
very old man, the terms of admiration in which 
he speaks of the open, generous, and candid dis- 
position of Prince Frederick, are perhaps too 
warm and glowing to agree with the coldness 
of old age. The author has not indeed accused 
King William, or the Princess Sophia of Hano- 
ver, of having suborned the medical person de- 
nounced as a secret poisoner, and the hired mur- 
derer of the presumptive heir to the throne of 
England; but the inferences point that way; 
and his meaning scarcely admits any other con- 
struction, than that one or both those persons 
were secretly concerned in the imputed crime. 

The very small dimensions of a pair of boots, 
preserved in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, 
which that young Prince is said to have worn 
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just before his death, prove that in the eleventh 
year of his age he had not attained the stature 
&F size of limbs of a robast child of only half his 
age. He was the only survivor of many children 
borne by Queen Anne; which extraordinary mor- 
tality in her offspring, without the aid of any 
criminal agency, is fully competent to account 
for his premature death by a natural cause. 

It might be supposed, that the German work 
had been written by some friend to the Stuarts, 
and intended to defame and vilify the house of 
Brunswick, if the author had not so strenuously 
recommended the Prince of Wales to widen the 
basis of the people's liberty, and aim at sustain- 
ing the throne, if it should ever fell to his lot, 
by securing the love and confidence of his sub- 
jects. The author has no where introduced a 
sentence in favour of divine right or passive obe^ 
dience^ which, if he had been a Jacobite, would 
probably .have been found profusely sprinkled 
throughout his pages : and if he had stood in se- 
cret connexion with the Stuarts, and wished to 
have effected the ruin of the young Prince, to 
whom he appears to have been a preceptor, he 
would probably have given him advice of an 
opposite tendency, and instilled legitimacy. 

The old amrtieTf in his advice to Frederick 
Prince of Wales, has asserted, that the greatest 
cause of offence ^iven to the Princess Sophia, 
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his first cousin^ by James the Second^ tl^ashis mar- 
riage with the daughter of Mr. Hyde, afterwards 
Earl of Clarendon. His second marriage^ in 
1673| Was with the yeUDg,bdaotiftfl,rand reluctmt 
Princess Mary of Este^, daughter of the Duk* 



* " This Princess Mary of Este, appeared at this time io be 
»b€Wt fourteen years of age ; she was tall, and adttiirrfbly 
shaped * her complexion was of the last fairness; her liair as 
black as jet; so were her eye-brotrs and her eyes; but the 
latter full of light and sweetness, that they did dazzle add 
dharm too; there seemed given to them from nature, sovereign 
power; and in the whole turn of her face, which was the most 
graceful that cotfld be frtfroed, there were aft features, all beauty, 
aftd all that douM be greAt and chatfmidg iA vtixj human creature: 
To Calais »he came at last, in company of her mother, het 
unde, and all who came with her out of Italy ; embarked m 
the Caihffrim Yacht; whence, in a few hours, they arrived at 
Dover upon the sands : whereof the Duke, her husband, did 
attend her ; and upon her landing she took possession of his 
heart as well as of his arms, and waff conducted by him to her 
lodging,, trhere, after she had reposed herself, he led his Duchess 
Mo the great room before his bedchamber, siAd there, in the 
presence of all his lords who attended him from London, and 
of all the country gentlemen who came to see him, and what 
the room could Contain of the citizens of Dover^ married again 
te Wife, affer (he form of the dhurch of England, by Br. Na- 
thanael Orew, at that thtoe Kshop of Durham; after which, 
audi &ey hud Mpped tbg^thi^, tliey vrer« pm to bed, for the 
final coimraAatioa of lUe imdertaAmg."— Vufe Lofd Peteii- 
borougb'* narrative of the Dohe of YoikV seecM flMnriege. 
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find Duchess of Modena : and the reigning Prince, 
whom Sir Levett Hanson^ during many years, 
served as Chamberlain, was a descendant from 
the same family as the young and beautiful Prin- 
cess just mentioned. 

Sir LeVett Hanson repeatedly declared, that 
the Duke of Modena always accused Doctor R — 
of having poisoned the son and heir of Queen 
Anne j and he read various extracts from letters^ 
and -related a great variety of anecdotes, the 
tendency of which was to prove, that the Prince 
in question was murdered, to make way for the 
Electress Sophia and bar descendants; he went 
farther, and imputed the lethargic symptoms 
which preceded the death of Queen Anne to si- 
milar expedients. When it was observed to the 
narrator, that the Princess Sophia could not, by 
possibility, have been concerned with the death 
of Queen Anne: in reply he remaifked, that all 
the dirty work of courts is done by agency ; sndl 
the same instruments whom Sophia had employed^ 
were equally well qualified to serve her soccessKvr } 
and that there was nothing more shocking to sen<^ 
sibility, nor revolting to humanity, in supposing 
either the son, the mother, or both, to have pe-* 
rished untimely and through treachery, than to 
believe that George the First had ever cherished 
the horrid and unnatural design of secretly. trd« 
panning his son and faeir, and sending him to the 
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American Plantations to be no more heard of. 
These arguments were met by opposing the 
greater probability, admitting that the lives of 
the young Duke, or his mother, Queen Anne, had 
been shortened by poison, of the crime having 
proceeded from the enmity of the Jacobites, than 
from a family whose succession had been secured 
by acts of parliament ; and whose government 
would have been' rejected with horror by the 
whole nation, if it could have been proved, that 
such was their in^)atience to reign, they had 
had recourse to so foul a murder to accelerate its 
commencement. 

Sir Levett, in his usual good-humoured man- 
ner, when he dissented from the opinion of a 
friend, or a guest (which was not frequent), 
shook his head, and smiling, said, that the vera- 
city of Sir Horace Walpole was unimpeached and 
unimpeachable ; that he (Sir Levett) had known 
him more than half a century, and well remem- 
bered, before he went to college, having heard 
him mention the same facts, and almost in the 
same words. He said, that all, or nearly all, the 
old courtiers of Anspach, Berlin, and Brunswick, 
with whom he had conversed, expressed opinions 
in uivson with the contents of this posthumous 
work; and Sir Levett also affirmed, that Mr. 
Warren Hastings, the ex-Governor of India, had, 
in his conversations, as well as his letters, men- 
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tioned many local particulars relative to the state 
of the public mind at Queen Anne's death, 
and during the two succeeding reigns, which 
had convinced them that a majority of the old 
and opulent English families were decidedly ad- 
verse to the Hanoverian succession, from the ill- 
repute of the fieimily, the misery of their poor 
vassals, and the corruption that every where pre- 
vailed in the Electorate; and that nothing pre- 
vented the restoration of the Stuarts but the 
prejudices of the vulgar. 

** It was indeed a very happy prejudice, and it 
proved the salvation of the nation," I said to Sir 
Levett ; ** for so inveterate was the attachment 
of that dynasty to despotic rule, that if they had 
re-ascended the throne, and sworn ever so so- 
lemnly to rule constitutionally, they would have 
observed their engagement no longer than till 
they had felt their power competent to protect 
their violating its spirit, and re-establishing their 
beloved despotism.'* Sir Levett said , that nothing 
was more clear than the design of George the; 
Second to rule despotically ; and that he fully, 
believed that Frederick the Great had said no 
more of that unamiable monarch, in imputing, 
that design to him, than what was true. If 
Frederick Prince of Wales had lived, he thought 
that Prince would not have deceived the hopes 
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of the nation ; but whilst Sir Levett admitted 
that as a probability, he insisted that the whole 
power and influence of the Crown, during the 
two first reigns of the House of Brunswick, had 
been quite as despotic, as far as policy wa^i con- 
cerned, as the reigns of the Stuarts, and that 
the only difference lay in their process; the one 
acting with open daring on the mingled plea of 
divine and hereditary right, and the other by sap 
and mine, — by corrupting and debasing the ge- 
nius of the nation, through the universal corrup- 
tion disseminated by a bribed and pensioned 
House of Commons. I remarked to Sir Levett, 
that he had lived so long in Italy, under the pro- 
tection of a Prince connected by blood with the 
House of Stuart, who was an hereditary enemy 
to the House of Hanover, that he seemed to have 
imbibed all their prejudices : at this imputation 
he was a little nettled, and he positively denied 
its justice. Adverting to the general dislike 
produced by the stiff and haughty manners of 
the first and second race of princes, he aaid, the 
great landed interest was rapidly ripening for a 
revolution, whilst Walpole was maturing his plan 
to render the Crown absolute ; and that if the 
rebellion of 1745 had been delayed till after the 
death of Frederick Prince of Wales, it pro- 
bably might have Mcceeded. Sir Levett Hanson 



3 
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then instanced the politics of the Jenkinsons *, 
whom he asserted had been numbered amongst 
the staunchest adherents of the Stuarts, during 
the reigtis of Anne, and the two first Georges ; 
and whose ifepresentativey without apy reserva- 
tion, he quoted as being as inveterate a tory as 
any of his family i at the same time he spoke of 
his personal character with the utmost respect. 

The most interesting feature of this small 
work is the " Journal of the Princess Dorothea," 
which was found, or pretended to have been 
found, concealed in a piece of iiirniture which 
stood in her apartment in the castle where she 
W9« ^rst confined. To wmrt it is a g^nukie 
document wight be uu^s^ir. Sir Lav^U Hanm»f 
ap I liave stated* dfclfired it wils iiec?editf4 
amongrt tbe old nobility of ErlangeQy but they 
weiTf not the bast of ^ll poasible judges. It i* 
y^jry imperfect; it ends and begins abruptly^ 
and do^ not contain the name of any witness 
s^Adttc^ agaiB«it the Princes, nor a»y satirfac- 
tppy st^tonitnl m to tfa# supposed prooesa of 
di^oiH^ 



• Ancestonof the Earl of Liverpool. 



PART II. 
AN OLD COURTIER 

TO A 

YOUNG PRINCE! 

A TRANSLATION FROM THE GERMAN*. 



<* In whatever hour this MS. may reach 
your hand, my Prince, his, by whom it was 
written, will be cold and inanimate. I do not 
ask you to bestow a tear on hearing of my death; 
neither do I wish you to erect even the smallest 
memorial to tell posterity that I have lived. All 
I entreat of you is, in the midst of the giddy 
career of youthful passions, sometimes to steal 
an hour from dissipation, devote it to sober me- 
ditation, and calmly reflect on the important 
truths I am about to unfold. I shall first dis-> 
play the leading features of those political in- 



• In German, Ein alter Hoffirneister^ an einemjonger Kron 
Prinsen. 
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trigfues, wherein I have ofSten been consulted 
and employed, by which the fortunes of the 
House of Brupswick have been so greatly im- 
proved. May their effect be to convince your 
Highness, that the only mode to hold securely 
that glorious prize, thus obtained, the English 
Crown, is, by acting on the principles directly 
opposite to those which led to the banishment 
of the late King (James), and all his race. I 
shall trace to their source those deplorable oc- 
currences which blasted your paternal grand- 
mother in the flower of her days, and consigned 
her to a prison-house; that filled the court of 
Hanover with vile and worthless parasites, base 
minions, and lewd and wasteful women; by 
which vices the prospect of succession to the 
throne of England was so nearly lost. You 
have now attained an age that renders these 
communications less improper, than when you 
first so eagerly importuned me. It is for your 
future guidance, rather than your present amuse- 
ment, or the gratification of a prurient curio- 
sity, that I comply. To be useful, I must be 
sincere. Be you, my Prince, attentive and 
discreet. 

" In my sixteenth year I was placed as a fa- 
vourite page and amanuensis with your maternal 
grandmother, the Electress Sophia, then the 
Duchess of Brunswick. It was your fate, my 

£ 
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Prince, to have known that wonderful woman only 
in her dotage, when time had stripped her features 
of every vestige of beauty, when her intellec- 
tual powers bore the stamp of decay, and her 
manners had lost that polish and elegance which 
once commanded the homage of all Europe. It 
was mine to witness the meridian splendour of 
her talents, and to have contemplated that secret 
misery which, mistress as she was of the art of 
dissimulation, and able to conceal or to control 
her passions and inclinations, she had not ad- 
dress to hide from my observation. 

" That lady was nursed in the school of ad- 
versity. To you, I need not recapitulate the 
misfortunes which overwhelmed her royal pa- 
rents. Her maternal grandmothei*, Mary Queen 
^ Scotland, perished untimely by the axe. She 
(Sophia) was yet in the bloom of youth, when 
her cousin Charles the First died by the hand of 
an executioner. She acted generously towards 
his sons, the princes Charles and James, during 
their exile; assisting them with money and 
credit to the very utmost of her power ; and she 
contributed, by her able advice and corres- 
pondence in England atid Scotland, very mate- 
rially towards effecting the restcH^tion. She 
was admirably calculated to govern a nation, or 
adorn a court; but Brunswick was too small a 
theatre for so great an actoess» The elegance of 
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ber manners, the depth of her learningi ber 
wisdom, eloquence, and ready wit; her resolu- 
tion under adversity, and her unconquerable 
vivacity, procured her the appellation of ' the 
' merrjf debonair ;' and, chielSy through her 
credit and influence, her husband Ernest-Augus- 
tus was called the gentleman of Germany* 

** She was mistress of seven languages. I have 
in a single day copied letters written by that 
Princess in Latin, English, Italian, French, 
German, and Dutch. She wrote equally fluently 
and grammatically in each language. Whilst 
this Princess excited my amazement by the dis- 
play of her various talents, she lost my confidence, 
respect, and esteem ; for her want of sincerity 
and candour was no less conspicuous than her 
talents were brilliant. 

*' The cause of the Eleetress Sophia's taking up 
so inveterate a dislike to James King of Eng-* 
land, existed in his, and his brother Charles, 
having broken all their pecuniary engagements 
made in the hour of adversity, for which that 
Princess had been cdlateral secnrity. For their 
relief she had generously pledged smie family 
jewels, which had belonged to her great grand- 
mother, Mary Queen of France and Scotland. 
These were suffered to be forfeited; andwhea 
Charles the Second was restMed,he had neither the 

e2 
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gratitude nor honesty to indemnify her for these 
losses, nor scarcely to thank her for past kind- 
nesses. 

" I have frequently copied her letters ad- 
dressed to James the Second, to the young Duke 
of Monmouth, and to William Prince of Orange, 
professing the warmest respect for each, whilst 
she was equally false to all, and betraying their 
plots to each other. 

" The Princess had no inconsiderable share in 
effecting the destruction of the unhappy Duke. 
Next^ in conjunction with the Prince of Orange, 
^he stimulated King James to those? acts of des- 
potism which were intended and expected to 
lead to his dethronement ; and too well were 
they calculated to produce that end. The great 
cause of her uncommon attention and devotion 
to the Prince of Orange, was her ardent wish to 
raise the dukedom of Hanover to the rank of an 
electorate. 

" The greatest cause of the Princess Sophia's 
dislike to James the Second and his children, was 
his marriage with the daughter of Mr. Hyde, who 
was afterwards created Lord Clarendon, and 
whose mother was a tub carrier to a London 
brewer. I knew that gentleman wellj and a 
keen politician he was. The Electress, though 
all condescension to her inferiors, was sujfficiently 
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haughty to her equals. Proud of the ming^led 
stream of imperial and royal blood* which iSowed 
in her veins, her pride was outraged by a match^ 
so much below the rank and birth of the Duke. 
She never countenanced the consort ^of George 
William, Duke of Zell, on account of the com- 
parative obscurity of her family : and it was to 
that antipathy all the misery which hefel her 
devoted daughter-in-law, Sophia Dorothea, might 
feirly be attributed. 



f Origin of the Stewarts^family. 

^< Banchao, a nobleman of Scotland, had a fair lady to 
his daughter, whom Mackbeth, the king, desires to have the 
use of. Banchao refuses, and Mackbeth murders him, and 
takes the lady by force. 

<* Fleance, the son of Banchao, fearing the tyrant^s cruelty, 
flyes into Wales, to Griffin ap Lhewellin, the Prince of Wales. 
Lheweliin entertains him with all hospitable civility. Fleance, 
to requite his courtesy, gets Lhewellin's daughter with child. 
Lhewellin murders Fleance, and Lhewellin's daughter is af^ 
terwards delivered of a son, named Walter. This'son provifs 
a gallant man, and falling out with a noble person of Wales, 
that called him a bastard, Walter slew him, and for his safe* 
guard fled into Scotland, where, in continuance of time, he 
gained so much reputation and favour, that he became steward 
of the whole revenue of that kingdome, of which office he and 
his posterity retained the sirname, and from whence all the 
kings and nobles in that nation of that name had their original! ; 
here's a goodly foundation for you !'* — ^Vide ' Catt may look at 
a King.' 
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" Alluding to the alliance extorted by Mr. 
Hyde, she said in my presence, * The sons of 
' King Charles have suffered more dishonour in 
' regaining the throne of England, than their 
* father by losing his life upon a scaffold/ The 
moment the Prince of Orange intrusted the 
Electress with his designs on the English throne, 
I have no doubt but she had made up her mind 
to second his efforts, with the view to secure the 
crown for herself, or her descendants. And ss 
William was reputed to have had no passions, no 
tender attachment to any female, she rejoiced at 
the very great probability there was of his dying 
without issue* 

** Whilst this g^eat conspiracy was in process, 
and the result was yet uncertain, this Princess 
wrote the most affectionate letters to King James, 
and to his queen, and various other royal per- 
sonages, reprobating, in the severest terms, the 
perfidious conduct of Churchill and his associates. 
When James the Second abdicated a throne he 
had dishonoured, and was too feeble to recover, 
and the powerful whigs seemed likely to sustain 
the throne, and to be supported by the nation, 
the Electress gradually relaxed, till she became 
apparently a violent whig ! 

** You may rely that the young Duke of 
Gloucester, the son of Queen Anne and Princie 
George of Denmark, was destroyed hy poison^ 
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administered at the instigation of some enemy, 
who wished to cut off the adopted heir to a 

revolutionary throne. Doctor R has been 

named to me as the person who was employed 
by a certain monarch to remove that obstacle to 
his views. The sum of twenty thousand guineas 
Was the price of that foul murder*. Such are 
the effects of ambition^ and the perils whfch 



* Although not strictly analogous, there is a remote sort of 
conoborating evidence in fVeldon^a narrative of the crimes of 
the Stitart raccy in his little work entitled, * A CaU may look at 
a Kingy relative to the imputed murder of Prince Henrt, 
the eldest son of James the First : t. e, ^ And here it is much 
to our purpose to insert how this favourite's carriage had 
highly offended Prince Henry, who understanding the loose 
kind of life this man lived, especially relating to her, distasts 
him, disrespects him, and forbears his company, and flattly 
falls out with hiln. 

^ Sommerset complains to the King; shortly the Prince falls 
sick and dyes. 

'< That he was poysened has been a coraonon fame ever 
since, but to snuff the candle, and tnake it burn clear, take the 
testimony of those famous physitians that dissected his body, 
and left it upon record under their hands. 

*< The dissection of the body of Prince Henry, 

^ 1* We found his liter paler than ordinary, in certain 
places somewhat wan ; his gall without any choller \h it, and 
d^tended with wind. 

<^ % Hi* spleen was in divers places more than ordinarily black* 

<' 3. His stomach was in no part off^ded. 

^ 4. His Budriff was in divers places Uaek. 
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^wait on royalty. It must not however be forr 
gotten, that the health of the child had always 



*' 5. His lungs were very black, and in divers places spotted, 
and full of thin watery blood. 

** 6. Lastly, the veines in the hinder part of his head were 
fuller than ordinary, but the ventricles and hollowness of the 
brain were full of clear water. 

" In witness whereof, with our hands, we have subscribed, 
Jbispriesent relation, Nov. 7, 1612. 

Matern, Palmer, 

Atkins, Gifforo, 

Hammond, Butler. 

" This Pnncewas an active man, and full of high thoughts, a 
lover of this nation, and lookt upon by them wiih much 
affectioo and expectation ; what fears and jealousyes Somerset 
might maliciously infuse into the king's too fearfull and timo- 
rous soule, we cannot tell : but that language from Somerset to 
jthe lieutenant pf the Tower, when he told him he must pro* 
vide himself to go the next morning to Westminster to his 
tryall, said he would not, that the king.had assured him he 
should not come to any try all ; this language, I say, stinks 
abominably, and when he did come to his tryall, fearing (being 
enraged), that he might fly out into some strange discovery, 
there werp two men placed on each side, of him, with cloaks 
on their arras, with peremptory command, that if Somerset did 
any way fly out against the king, they should instantly hood- 
wink him with their cloaks, take him violently frpm the bar, 
and carry him ^way, and this could be no man's act but the 
king^s. He would often boast of his kingcraft; but^^. if hiy 
fears, and Somerset's malice, took this Prince's life away, 'twas 
a sweet piece of kingcraft indeed ; but the fruit of it has been 
bittpr."— Vide Weldpn's * C^tt may loo)t at a King,' 
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been extremely delicate^ and his limbs vteve 
uncommonly small for a boy of his age. 

** I asked Brandershagen once^ what he 
thought of the opportune death of the Prince ; 
and if he, who had made so many journeys to 
London to inquire after the health of Queen 
Anne, had had any hand in producing that 
event ? The next time I saw the Princess, I was 
rebuked in a way I have never forgotten. By 
whose orders the Prince was poisoned, I know 
not ; but that the fact was so, I am as perfectly 
convinced, as I am of the child's death. 

'' I assure you, from personal knowledge, that 
the same head which devised and prompted the 
rash and desperate enterprise in which the young 
Duke of Monmouth ignominiously perished, 
began that intrigue with Churchill, and others 
of James the Second's treacherous counsellors 
and servants, which led to the expulsion of the 
bigoted king, and the rejection of his children. 
" To produce this extraordinary event, my 
Prince, many odious crimes were planned and 
perpetrated, which would have covered the con- 
spirators and perpetrators with ruin and infamy, 
had the invasion failed. Your great-grandfather 
and great-grandmother, never, in their private 
conversation, called the great political change of 
1688 by any other name than that of a conquest. 
Frederick the First, his queen, and my honoured 
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mistress Sophia Charlotte, also gave it that ap- 
pellation. The Jew banker, Schwartzem^ of 
Amsterdam, advanced four hundred thousand 
dttcats to enable Prince William to execute the 
projected invasicm of England. The Electress 
was enraged when she heard of the tonditions 
which the whigs had imposed upon the stadt- 
holder. She afterwards said, in my hearing, to 
King William, * What ! were the rascals not 

* contented that your Majesty saved their 
« necks ? Did the traitors dare to make any 

* stipulation ?'— * It would have been bad policy in 

* me, Madam,' replied the King, ' not to have 

* left them a retreat. They began to talk of 

* prescribing the conduct of the crown in many 

* essential prerogatives, of abrogating the power 

* of declaring war or making peace, of calling 

* annual parliaments, and enacting other demo- 

* cratic laws. I cut the matter short, by telling 
' them, that rather than wear the crown on such 
' conditions, I would give up the contest, and 

* leave them to establish whatever form of go- 

* vernment they pleased.' This fact accounts for 
the apparent want of wisdom in the leading 
characters who had helped William to overturn 
the throne of James. The republicans were 
equally disgusted and disappointed. The tem- 
porizing whigs were accused by the tories of 
kaviqg accepted worse terms of a fcnreign usurper, 

2 
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than they might have obtained from their native 
monarch; and by the democrats they were re- 
proached for having wrested the sceptre from a 
natite bigot, to place it in the hands of a foreign 
despot. During the life of Queen Anne, the 
government of England was an oligarchy, ex- 
ercised under the mask of monarchy. She had 
no will of her own ; if she had possessed the 
sovereignty, she as certainly would have restored 
it to her father or her brother, if they would 
have renounced popery. The Electress Sophia 
was always of this opinion, and her eagerness to 
prevent that occurrence, led her to sound King 
William respecting excluding Lady Anne and 
her offspring ; at the same time, her eagerness 
to grasp the English sceptre, unquestionably had 
a great influence on her conduct. 

" I passed the sea more than fifty tiineSf for 
no other purpose than to glean from the attend* 
ants, and also from the medical gentlemen at- 
tached to the Princess Anne, afterwards Queen, 
all the intelligence I could obtain relative to the 
health of her son, the Duke of Gloucester, and 
latterly of the Queen herself. The instructions 
given to me by my mistress were marked by all 
the minuteness of medical inquiries. Nothing eik 
caped her diligent search after bodily infirmities 
or incipient malady or disease. The service was 
truly irksome to me. I was laughed at in the 
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palace, and so greatly mortified, that I should 
have resigned my place, rather than have 
endured the mortifications I encountered, if 

Dr. B h n had not kindly undertaken 

that unpleasant duty. 

" In our coarse and sensual court at Hanover, 
King William was the standing jest of all the 
ladies, not excepting the Electress. Her High- 
ness used often to say, that the Princess Mary 
had married without obtaining a husband. Before 
there was any prospect of those great events 
which afterwards ensued, the Princess Sophia 
used to say, in a jocular tone, that except the 
lady should play false, there would be no fruit 
from that union*. I am proceeding, I know, 
desultorily with my narrative; I must, however. 



* King William had mistresses to whom he gave that which 
had cost him nothing, i. e. the landed estates of the Crown. 
Walpole, in his Reminiscences, Chapter IX. thus introduces 
King William and one of his supposed concubines. ** Lady 
Dorchester is well known for her wit, and for saying, that she 
wondered for what James chose his mistresses : * We are none 
'of us handsome,' said she, * and if we have wit, he has not 
' enough to find it out.' But I do not know whether it is as 
public, that her style was gross and shameless. Meeting the 
Duchess oiF Portsmouth and Lady Orkney, the favourite of 
King fViUiamj at the drawing room of George the First, 
'God!' said she, 'who would have thought that we three 
• whores should have met here V Having, after the King's ab-^ 
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catch recollections as they arise. When King 
William died, I remember her asking Doctor 
B — h — n, who was present when the royal corpse 
was opened, if the deceased Prince did not la- 
bour under some secret infirmity ? who instantly 
answered in the affirmative. I ought before this 
to have remarked, that the aversion of King 
William to the Princess Anne, arose from her 
having, some time before the death of Monmouth, 
ventured to communicate to her father her opi- 
nion of the treacherous part the Prince of Orange 
was acting against him. She accused him of 
having first tempted the young man, by his se- 
cret agents, into a premature rebellion, and next 
of having basely betrayed him to the King. 
These affronts William never forgave j and if he 
could, he willingly would have excluded the 
Princess Anne, and nominated the Princess 
Sophia and her descendants, as successors to the 
English throne, on his assuming the British 
sceptre. 
** The Princess Sophia impoverished her hus- 



dication, married Sir David CoUyer, by whom she had two 
sons, she said to them, ' If any body should call you sons of 

* a whore, you must bear it ; for you are so : but if they call 

* you bastards, fight till you die ; for you are an honest man's 

* sons.* " — ^Vide fVdpoki's Reminiscences. 
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band, and drained the Duchy, to find money to 
pay her emissaries, and to buy partisans in Eng- 
land. Immense were the sums she thus raised 
and dissipated* She had instruments of all sorts, 
male and female; ecclesiastics, lawyers, soldiers, 
tradesmen, poets, authors, nobles and menials. 

Hanover was, i(x successive years, crowded 
with keen and mercenary pi'ojectors and ad- 
venturers of all degrees and nations. By many 
she was plundered and deceived ; but so invete- 
rate had the habit become of employing and 
listening to spies, that she seemed to have no 
enjoyment when they were all absent, even 
though on duty. Some of those characters were 
possessed of great talents, and acted apparently 
from better feelings ; but far the greater porticm 
were the veriest miscreants in nature. One day, 
when she gave a purse full of gold to an emis- 
sary who lay under the imputaticm of being also 
an assassin, the Duke said to her, ^ I really won- 

* der, my dear Sophia, you are not afraid. to trust 
^ yourself in the reach of rach devils as you em- 

* ploy.'—' So I should,' she replied, ' if I thought 

* they could gain more by murdering than by 

* serving me ; but you have often found, that in- 
< terest binds a knave as strong as honour holds 
' the gentleman.' She cherished a bad eptnion of 
mankind in g^ieral; and often declared, that 
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there never lived a public man in any country 
who might not be corrupted^ if his leading pas** 
sion was once discovered. 

^^ The murder of Count Konigsmark ; the 
cruel imprisonment of the young and beautiful 
wife of the Electoral Prince; the coarseness of 
manners and laxity of morals, which distinguish-- 
ed the present King in his early life ; and the bast 
profligacy of his ministers, bis mistresass, and his 
minions, converted Hanover into an open mart for 
the sale of places* and titles in England, long 
previous to the death of Queen Anne : and I am 
confident, if the same abuses had existed prior 
to the death of King William, and if the cbn^ 
meter of the Court of Hanover had bem 
thoroughly undersstood, it would not have beea 
possible to have carried the Act of Settlement in 
favour of the Princess Sophia into effect, 

^* This Princess appeared to me to plunge inte 
political intrigues to drown painful reflection^ 

* It was much talked of, that 8ir Robert, detecting one cS. 
the Hanoverian minuters in same Iffick of fiiWehood befom th« 
Ku^s &ee, bad the finnneis to i^y to tt^Gkniaao, ^< Mentiris 
impodenlissime!'' The good bumQUied MpAarchonly Iw^h^ 
us he often did, when Sir Robert complained to him of hin 
Hanoverians selling places, nor would be persuaded that it was 
not the practice of the English Court ; and which an incident 
tomst have planted in his mind with no favourable taprea^toa 
fljf EngUek digiite0estedQew.^^Vida BemioiMeaoaSi page 11. 
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and to lose sight of her husband's irregularities^ 
who was so gross in his amours, that he made 
his wife acquainted with his love adventures. 
One day when the Electress knew the Elector 
was engaged in a private conversation with 
Madame de Plaaten, the husband, the Elector's 
chi^f minister, entered the room, and asked me 
where the Elector was. Before I could reply, 
the Electress said, * His Highness is in company 

* with your wife ; and as you dare not go home 

* whilst he remains there, you may as well both 
' sit down and bear me company/ She cherished 
the most radical hatred against the husband and 
the wife'j but, being aware of their influence, 
suppressed all shew of resentment as far as in 
her power. On the other hand, the Elector) 
void of all delicacy of feeling, or dignity of 
manners, pleased with being left to pursue his 
pleasures uninterrupted by reproaches or com- 
plaints, permitted his consort to act as she pleas- 
ed in state matters, and was almost implicitly 
ruled by her opinions. Such was the state of the 
court when your royal father was bom. 

'^ I have already stated, that if it had not been 
for the dread of throwing the crown of England 
back to its hereditary claimants, the accession of 
Queen Anne could have been disputed, and per- 
haps prevented. The Stuart party were so 
greatly pleased with the death of William, caused 
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as it was by an accidental fall from his horse 
(which they construed as an act of justice in- 
flicted by the hand of Providence), that they 
secretly hoped the new Queen, who possessed 
much greater sensibility of heart than her .de- 
ceased sister, would spontaneously give up a 
sceptre, which they calculated she wanted reso- 
lution to wield. The Princess Sophia was with 
difficulty restrained from making an attempt to 
oppose Queen Anne's accession. Had she perse- 
vered she would for ever have cut off the hopes 
and prospects of herself and son. The reign of 
that mild, passive, good-natured Princess^ was 
a.lmost incessantly disturbed by machinations set 
on foot by the Hanoverian and the papal factions. 
^' As your father attained to man's estate, that 
dislike which grew with his strength against Af^ 
father burnt unquenchably fierce : nor was it to 
be wondered at, since he never had experienced 
any portion of a father's loVe. He, therefore, 
naturally enough, attached himself to the Prin- 
cess Sophia, who stood before the father as 
heiress to the British crown. As dd age in- 
creased her infirmities, the eagerness to reign ' 
grew more and more strong ; at the same time, 
the danger of losing the succession, by the grow- 
ing inclination of Queen Anne to restore the 
expatriated family, became also more evident. 
Unknown to her son, the Princess Sophia insti- 

p 
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gated the Electoral Prince, your father, to de« 
mand permission from Qu^n Anne for him tp 
take his seat in the House of Lords, as Duke of 
Cambridge. This imprudent measure, which 
was* construed by the Tories as the commence* 
ment of a plot to dethrone the Queen, gave rise 
to so much additional dislike to the House of 
Brunswick, that Anne consented that Lord 

B should go to Paris to inform her brother 

it was her fixed desire to cut off the Hanoverian 
succession. The overture was accordingly made j 
and the moderate Whigs were prepared to have 
supported the measure, if the hereditary claimant 
of the crown would have openly renounced the 
Catholic religion, and had agreed to a Bill of 
Rights that was ready prepared, and more fa- 
vourable to the popular cause than the bungling 
bargain made by those who hsA invited the 
Prince of Orange to knd with a powerful army 
in the island. If the titular King had had sense 
to have acceded to those conditions, no earthly 
power could have kept him out; for the corrupt 
practices of the court of Hanover, and the enve- 
nomed rancour of domestic discord, had lowered 
the character and influence of the House of 
Brunswick. The Princess Sophia was become 
old and feeble j her son was any thing but po- 
pular ; and just as she was, wth inexpresi^ble 
anxiety, looking out for the news of Queen 
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Anne^s death, her own dissolution put an end to 
her hopes and to her intri^es. 

" Owing to the weak iiKtellects of the titular 
King of England, and the strength of his reli- 
gions prejudices, all the hopes of his partisans 
failed of preventing the peaceable accessioti bf 
your grandfather, who carried over with him trf 
England his ministers, his minions, and his mis- 
tresses, and London witnessed the same nefariousr 
tmffic in places and titles which had created sd 
much odium and disgust in Hanover. 

'' That great statesman and philosopher lieib- 
nitz foresaw the danger which menaced the 
Hanoverian King, He was at Vienna when the 
death of Queen Anne was announced. His re- 
gard for your grandsire was sincere and dfein- 
ter^ted. He dared to tell him those truths 
which scarcely any other tongue durst utter. 
He wrote a memorial, desi^riptive of the geiiius 
of the English nation, and the best means of 
preserving the throne ; in the course of Which, 
he advised! the King to restore your iU-fated 
gnmdihvther to her rank, and to dismiss nektiy 
^l his old courtiers and mistresses j to treat hi^ 
son, your father, with more affection; and* strive 
to gain the affection of his subjects, by extending 
and confirming their liberties; and endeavour 
to secure his throne, by renderin^g it the interest 
of the nation to support his claims. This free- 

f2 
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dom lost the honest Leibnitz the favour of the 
King. He lingered two years, neglected and 
forgotten. When that great man died* he was 
interred with as little ceremony as if he had 
been one of the King's menials. Such, my 
Prince, was the reward which his zeal and 
loyalty received. 

'^ The rebellion that broke out almost imme- 
diately after your grandfather's ascending the 
throne of England, shows how wide the ramifi-^ 
cations of foes had spread, and how well-founded 
had been the confidence of the partisans of the 
Stuarts. Rest assured, my Prince, the danger 
is not over. Your father may act as a wise and 
just king, but he will never become a popular 
monarch. Even now, whilst I write, I feel con- 
vinced, that new combinations are on foot to 
wrest the sceptre from your house. Removed, 
IU9 you stand, from political power, it is not in 
your power to effect any favourable change in 
the politics of the crown. But still, the eyes 
of all Europe are fixed upon you. Beware, then^ 
of corrupt flatterers ; keep a strict guard on your 
conduct in Hanover. Above all things, beware 
of mingling yourself with either of the two Bri- 

* Hodgskinsy in his recent Travels/ mentions that a plain 
handsome marble monument has, a few years since, be^a 
•reoted to the mMOory of that great philosopher. 
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tish factions. You possess great personal advan- 
tages ; — are young, generous, open-bearted, and 
candid. Study, from the best models, the lan- 
guage, laws, and manners, of your future sub- 
jects; remember the fate of James! shuti all 
despotic acts and councils, and keep true to con- 
stitutional principles. Depend upon it, that 
there is no throne so truly safe as that which is 
founded on freedom, and supported by the peo- 
ple's love. If I know you at all, you are in your 
lieart and soul friendly to the freedom of man- 
kind. Persevere in those principles ; and if, in 
due season, you should, as I hope you will, ascend 
the British throne, "you will become the greatest 
Monarch in the world, and will have nothing 
to fear from a rival so much your inferior in 
every great and social quality. If, unhappily, 
you should never attain that envied station, you 
will be a great Prince, and the Hanoverians 
under your genial sway will become free and 
happy. 

" Having thus, as well as in my power, thrown 
together some well-remembered facts, which may 
be useful to you, I have next the painful task of 
discharging the rest of my promise, and relating 
the origin of your unhappy grandmother's mis- 
fortune, and the extent of her sufferings. 

" The origin of her ruin was the aversion of 
your royal grandfather to marriage : a libertine 
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aud a sensualist,, he had no relish for conjugal 
l^nds. The sole object of the Electress was to 
secure for her son the inheritance of the duchy 
of Celle. The young and beautiful Princess was 
looked on with indifference by the Hanoyerian 
court, where she was scarcely arrived before she 
found herself slighted by her husband, insulted 
by his inistrfss^, and plotted against by his cour- 
tiers sopkd dependents/' 

^ * * * ^ * . * 

^ ***** * 

The MS. ceases at this place, and resumes the 
subject with the alleged journal of the captive 
Princess. 



PART III. 

THANSIATION 

•r TBfe 

PRINClBSS SOt^HIA DOROTHEA'S 
JOURNAL. 

SVFVOSBb TO HAYE ttBBN WRITTBN IN THE CASTLE ON THE AHLBR. 



** On the fatal day when Count Kohigsinark was 
murdered, I was made a prisoner of state, a guard 
was stationed at my chamher-door, and the infa- 
mous wonien,VonPlaaten and Meissenbourg, ob- 
truded their hateful presence to enjoy the spectacle 
of my ruin, and mock the misery they had caused. 
J ust after the bloody deed was finished, the Elec- 
^iot, pale, and agitated, entered to announce the 
mui'd^r, and my speedy retnoval. * Ther sooner 

* the better,' said I. * Send me where you may, 

* you cannot fix upon a residence so infamous &s 

* your palace, or so loathsome to me/ I had 
pride and fortitude to repel the Elector, and cota- 
fcund the vile wretches, thfe concubines of a ftt- 
tlier and' son, and half the coiii^t besides. I did 
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not fear death, it would have been welcome; 
but, my children*! There, indeed, I felt what 
none but a mother's heart can conceive, — ^what no 
pen can describe,— which no bodily torture could 
equal ! As I leaned over the innocents, the cruel 
fiends laughed at me, and said, * See ! how she 
^ mourns the death of their father!' * Wretches '/ 
said I, * their father lives; and the God that 
^ knows my innocence will avenge our wrongs !' 
I scarcely shed a tear ; I saw nor thought of any 
one but my infants, — from them I was to be torn, 
to leave them in the power of wolves and tigers! 
I humbled my soul before God, and, kneeling by 
my children, I exclaimed aloud, ' If I am, like 

^ The Electoral Prince, George Lewis, afterwards George 
the First of England, was married to this lovely and ill-fated 
Princess, 1682. 

George Augustus, afterwards George the Secojid, was bora 
at Hanover, 30ih October, 1683. 

Sophia Dorothea, their daughter, was bom March 16th, 
1687 ; »nd, in 1706, was married to Frederick William tbd 
First, King of Prussia, Ti^e Elector, Ernest Augustus, his fa* 
ther, died in 1698. And these tragical events took place some 
years prior to his death. The dates are wanting in all the 
authorities quoted, as respects the death of Konigsmark, the 
duration of the captivity of the 'Electoral Princess, and tha pe- 
riod of her death ; except that George the First did not outlive 
her a year, and he died in 1797. By the preceding Transla- 
tipn, it would appear that the children were mere infants ^ but 
tbat evidently could not be the case. 
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* these vile women who mock me, lewd and an 

* adnltress, then shower every curse upon me, 

* expose my guilt to the world, and deal with me 
' as I deserve ! I am innocent of the crimes im« 

* puted to me, and I pray thee. Father of the 

* wretched, the Shield of the weak, preserve my 

* children in this den of lewdness ; remove them 
^ from sin and pollution ; and in good time make 
■* my innocence as manifest as my sufferings !' 
Of what passed till I was muffled in a large 
mantle, and borne away to prison, I know not. 
Bothman sat in the carriage with a drawn sword : 
the wooden blinds were up, but I perceived the 
blaze of flambeaux, and heard the trampling of 
many horses. Whether I was doomed to death, 
to be tortured, or cast into a dungeon, was un«^ 
certain. I was torn away from my infants, 
whom I left in the power of the most vile and 
abandoned of womankind ; and fortune had done 
its worst. 

" My destined prison is the castle ©n the Abler 
Strom (river), a savage-looking edifice, where, 
according to tradition, many a foul murder has 
been perpetrated, and many a hapless victim 
groaned out a life of misery in its dungeons. 
The ruffian who escorted me had the cruelty to 
say, * You will not be much alone at nights, 

* Madam, for the apartments are all believed to 
^ be haunted.* ^ Not with worse fiends than 
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' thee and thy associates, for hell itself contains 

* none more wicked !' * Long Piet^, who gave 
^ yonr paramour his finishing blow, is to be your 

* keeper, and his wife your attendant/ * There 
^ is yet a more detestable pair of* miscreants, 
^ whom the Elector might have chosen. Count 

* Pkaten and his meretricious wife!* The vil- 
lain, finding he could not subdue my courage, 
and, perhaps, stung by my retorts, held his 
tongue. 

•* When the carriage arrived at the lonely 
castle^ Botbman' alighted, and I quickly fdiluw- 
ed, without a page or a lady to assist. As he 
delivered a warrant to the hideous-looking couple. 
Long Piet and his wife, Bothman turned to- 
wards me, and said, with the grin of a fiend, 

* Madam, I leave you in their custody, and cfm- 

* gratulate you on the clemency of your injured 

* femily.' I deigned not a reply, but said in a 
resolute tone, * Conduct me to my pris<»a!' 
They obeyed, left a glimmering lamp, and in- 
stantly retired, nuking fest the door outside. 

^* The room seemed large, and felt dai^p smd 



* There certainly was a governor, and perEaps a small miiU 
tary guard, placed in this castle when it was appointed as l!ie 
prison-honse of tliis ill-fated Prineess. As ttf fhtf rufflttn. 
Long Piet (Tall Fetsr)^ and his wife, those vulgpM* wretches 
were vasuA^. the geraoBal altendants of-the unhappy* cajftiva^ 
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cold ; the hed and furniture were of the meanest 
kind ; but of those petty matters I bad then no 
time to think. My dear children and their 
perilous state occupied all my thought. I had 
nothing else to fear but what might beftil them. 
I had no tear to shed to ameliorate the inten- 
sity of grief. I bent my knee to implore Heaven's 
blessing on their heads. A ray of hope seemed 
to descend as from Heayen upon my desolate 
bosom ; and committing myself wholly to the 
all-powerful Being, from whom my only solace 
oame, I threw myself upon the bed. The lamp 
cast a light so lurid, it was more gloomy than 
complete darkness. I was the most wretched 
of mothers ; and it is said, * that sleep flies the 

* wretched;' yet, wearied nature sought repose, 
but my troubled mind lost not its consciousness. 
My slumbers were broken, and hoiTid visions 
seemed floating around me. I thought the un« 
happy Count, wounded and dying, stood before 
me, reeking in his own blood. He looked upon 
me with the strongest exprej^sien of pity and re- 
spect : * O most dearly beloved, and most in- 

* jured of women, forgive thy thoughtless dc- 

* stroyer ! Thou art the victim of my vanity 

* and folly. I have suffered the penalty of my 
^ crimes, and come to ask thy pity and forgfire- 
^ness, and to say thy children shall live and 

* vindicate thy innocence f The shade then 
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vanished, and I awoke, yet trembling and in 
tears : straight again I slumbered, and thonght 
I was in the electoral palace, and that the foul 
fiend, Meissenbourg, approached the bed-side 
of my children : she cast aside the curtains, and 
(sad sight of horror to a mother's heart !) seized, 
or seemed to have seized, their snowy necks in 
^ther hand, and to grasp their throats so hard, 
methought their lovely features grew black and 
distorted, and their precious eye-balls seemed 
bursting from their sockets. At first I could not 
scream, nor move, nor weep ; my body seemed 
dead, but my soul .was alive, and sufiered tor- 
tures more exquisitely painful than human power 
could inflict on the corporeal frame. At last, 
the fetters of my voice and limbs were loosened. 
I thought I rushed upon the murderers to res- 
cue my expiring babes. The loud shrieks I ut- 
tered resounded through the gloomy walls of my 
prison-room. Long Piet and his wife, the ser- 
vile tools of the more infamous De Plaaten, 
opened the door, and found me on the floor, 
bleeding copiously at the mouth and nose. To 
this loss of blood, perhaps, my return to life and 
misery was owing. I found myself, on my re- 
covery, seated, and leaning back in an armed 
chair ; the male holding a lamp, and the female 
chafing my temples with vinegar. My pride 
recoiled.at the sight of those wretches, and from 
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the touch of the polluted hand, which, feeble as 
I was, I could not parry. The blackest malice 
dwelt in their corrupted hearts, and played upon 
their hideous features. * What ails your High* 
^ ness ?' said the woman, < has the young Swede 

* placed you in a state that renders the assistance 

< of a midwife necessary? His Excellency haa 

< provided one in readiness.* To this ribaldry I 
made no other reply than imploring them to 
make short work of their appointed duty, and 
take my life at once. ' No, no. Madam !' said 
Piet, ' his Serene Highness has not any such 

< views. He has been assured he shall not Uvea 

* year after your death ; thence you will be kept 

< alive. At his conunand I struck your lover, 

* Madam ; my battle-axe cleaved his head, my 
^ garments were sprinkled with his gore. The 
\ moment the Count saw he was surrounded, he 
^ called upon God to pardon him, and protect 

* you. He was a brave soldier. Madam, but 
^ his treason merited the death he suffered/ 
Such was the language of the vile assassin, such 
was the horrid discourse I was forced to hear 
from those low-bred, ferocious wretches ! When 
I had so far recovered as to walk back to my 
bed-side, I knelt and prayed to God to shorten 
my sufferings, and end my life. The last wordi^, 
of Konigsmark sunk deep into my mind : there^ 
appeared to me a strong coincidence between 
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the memoTable words uttered by tliis vision I 
thought I had seen, and those reported by one of 
his assassins f Although my heart was buMing, 
I durst not ask a word about my infants*. Cold 
and unfeeling as is the Electress, she is a mother, 
and sure, thought I, she will not suffer my sweet 
babes to be murdered ! Such were the thoughts 
whitli Adated iti my mind, till wearied nature, 
ottce more, sought repose in sleep : but that re- 
lief was again embittered by distressing and 
gloomy dreams. I thought Konigsmark was 
alive, and that we were together in France, and 
both my ehiWren with me. The Count ap- 
peared m high health and srpirits, and ckd as a 
hridegroem. Throwing himself at my feet, he 
asked my hand in marriage. Just as I was 
gently nrging him to rise, and forbear hiis suit, 
i llioughft his gay aj^rel fell into pieces, his 
tksh tctrned rotten add Ml off hi^ bones, and yet 
be held my hand to draw me to him. Thetf my 

wandering mind pourtrayed the Dueal^ palace at 

-t ■ ■ . M .... . . . , ». .. _ 

^ thft^Wotd^ ^ infanttf,^ as> applied' in tfal^ j^^ssage, deafly ap- 
pears to mean dhildren' q6 a -veiy tfarly age* But t^ fiernian' 
tpokeaia HanoTer abouoda widi- (^Jimmin^dSr tB'teitos of affecw 
lion, as, *^ dear liUle father; dear little mother,'' &c. A no-> 
bleman addressing his servant commonly, at the present day, 
Ays ^Uebe karlj^ that is, " dearfellofw^^ as a preface to any 
order,-^a mode of aAJress which Wduld Be thought highly 
derDgttloiy/in^ thb'OOUilll:y; 

3 



HOFSS OF BRUNSWICK. 79 

Zelly and imagination mocked me witk a recuiv 
rence of those days of cheerful content I enj<^ed 
ere the fatal policy of the Electress demanded 
me in marriage for her eldest son. Thos passed 
the first night of my captivity. 

** I am*, and for ever am to be, debarred the me 
of pen, ink, paper, or books ; and on pain of 
death no one is to communicate any thing to me, 
except with the privity of my cruel enemy. The 
ministers of religion are not to come into my 
presence, but to pray with me and give their 
responses outside my chamber door. I am never 
more to behold the rising or the setting suit; 
never to see my babes, never embrace them more ; 
never behold the changes of the seasons, the 
flowers of spring, the ripe fruits and com of 
summer, and the rich variety of autumnal tints ; 
never more taste the luxury of the untainted 
breeze I Terrible is my doom I Oh God f be gra- 
ciously pleased to vouchsaiB thy compassion. Be 
thou a parent to* my helpless children ! Guard 
them, I beseech thee, from secret mafice, and 



* Thi& expression^ at first glance, appears much Use: aa 
Irish bull; for the unhappy Princsess ceptaioly must have ol\- 
tained pap^r, pen^ and ink, before she commenced her JoumaL 
Perhaps it was not till the Princess had been some time con- 
fined, that she obtained those important avticles. 
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from open crime. Make manifest my innocence* 
None but thee, my God, can convince them 
hereafter that they have no cause to blush to 
own their mother! Soften the heart of their 
cruel father, and open his eyes to the wickedness 
of his associates: then shall the bitterness of 
misery pass away from me, and I shall be sup- 
ported by thy divine grace to endure, without 
repining, and strong enough to banish from my 
heart every . other worldly hope, save that of 
meriting thy protecting hand for my dear ba- 
bies! 

. " The second day, at twelve o'clock, arrived 
Baron Bernstorff, and two assistants. I was 
summoned to appear before him in an adjoining 
chamber, if I did not please to see him in my 
room. I was called the Princess Sophia Doro- 
thea, of Zell ; not by my proper tiame and title. 

* Tell the ruffian,' said I to the assassin Piet, 
' if he wants me, to come here.* The presence 
of the hated villain strung every nerve with new 
force. Armed as he was by lawless power, and 
master of my life and liberty, the caitiff looked 
embarrassed, and dared not lift his eyes to meet 
the indignant flashes which I felt shooting £ron\ 
mine. * With or without your permission, 

* Madam,' said BernstorfF, as he entered, * I have 
/ to introduce these gentlemen of the law into 
^ your presence, and to demand of you, as a pri- 
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* soner of state, direct and distinct replies to such 

* interrogations as I may feel it my duty to put 
■* to you by virtue of the authority of the Electoral 

* Prince, and of his father, the Elector, my lord 
/ and master/ 

" Princess Sophia.— My objection is not to the 
law of the land, but to corrupt and wicked ad- 
ministrators of the law. To villains such as 
thou art*! 

" Bemstorff. — I am commanded by the Elec* 
tress^ your august mother-in-law, to say, that if 
you choose to make a full and free confession, she 
will intercede with the Elector and Electoral 
Prince for the remission of your sentence of per- 
petual imprisonment, and prevail upon your 
&ther to receive you, or provide another and 
more suitable asylum for you. 

" Princess Sophia. — Tell the Electress those 
tenns are not such that an innocent person can 
listen to. 

" Bernstorff. — ^The Duke of Zell feels the most 
complete conviction of your guilt, as does also 
your mother^ and both the Duke and Duchess 



* From this, and many other passages, a reader might sus- 
pect the dialogue was framed tojanswer passing erents. But 
there are plenty of persons who have seen this MS. many 
years nnce. It was intended to have been published in the 
Northern CowrUj in 1818. 

6 
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have insttructed me to advise your immediate 
compliance. 

** Princess Sophia. — Monster ! yon sstate un- 
truths! My mother is virtuous ! She cannot, does 
not, doubt my innocence ; nor would my father, 
but for the hellish machinations of thee, and 
other miscreants placed round him by thy su- 
periors to enslave and betray him. 

*' Bemstofff. — ^These letters, Madam, of your 
hand-writing, that are marked and sealed with 
tiie Elector's seal, were found upon the dead 
bddy of your lover, the kte Count Konigsmark : 
here are two, Madam, in particular, in each of 
which you have plainly admitted that an adul- 
terous intercourse existed between you and the 
deceased traitor. 

** Princess Sophia. — ^With the ex:cepti<m of those 
two letters, all the rest are, indeed, of my writ- 
ing ; and to them I refer, as proofe of the vir^ 
tuous principles by which, amidst the infamy of 
the mofet vicious court in Europe, I still main- 
tained inviolate, every duty of a virtuous wife. 

<^ Bemslorff. — It was upon the authority of 
those letters. Madam, that Count de Plaaten 
presumed to ask you, yesterday, if you were 
likely soon to stand in need of a midwife's as^ 
sistance. 

^^ Princess Sophia. — I well remember the au- 
dacity of that venal comuto. Hear now my 
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reply, — ' If you dare take so great a liberty,' 
said I, * you might put '^ that question to your 
' wife ; if you dare not, ask your privileged master 
' to do so for me.' 

" Bemstorff. — You are insolent, Madam ; and 
means shall be adopted to humble your proud 
spirit. 

*' Princess Sophia. — Coward ! I defy thy utmost 
malice. There is no rack so severe as a guilty 
conscience; — no executioner half as cruel as 
thou art ! But God will avenge my wrongs, and 
his arm shall yet reach and crush thee ! 

^' Bemstdfff. — ^You have acknowledged those 
letter^ to be of your own hand- writing ; in 
doing which you have confessed yout guilt, since 
the letters themselves prove the fact. 

** Princess Sophia. — Almighty God, lodt down 
upon me ^ilii the eye of pity! Frustrate, I be* 
seech thee, the hellish malice of those who have 
eonspired against my Jnii()cence. Bring their 
tf^icked plots to lights and vindicate my injured 
honour! I have acknowledged all tiiose letters 
except two, n^hich are forgeries. Each of those 
that are genuine attest the integrity of my Gon-> 
duct. You that caused the fabrication of the 
others, must of course produce suborned wit- 
nesses to confirm, by perjured oaths, the false- 
hoods they contain* The resemblance to my 
writing is very strong; but that God who 

e2 
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knows my innocence, can detect and punish the 
machinations of those who fabricated those do- 
cuments. 

" Bemstorff. — ^Nothing is more common, than 
for delinquents to deny the validity of every 
proof which goes to expose their guilt. (To 
the lawyers*.) Examine those two letters : com- 
pare them with the rest, which the prisoner has 
admitted to be of her writing, and give me a 
conscientious answer as to your real belief and 
opinion touching their authenticity. 

** \st Advocate^ (after a pause.) — We have ex- 
amined them very deliberately and minutely: 
for myself I am ready to make oath, that I have 
often seen the prisoner write, and that to the 
best of my knowledge and belief, all those let- 
ters, and these two as well as the rest, are 
written by the prisoner's hand, and by no other 
person. 

" 2d Advocate. — Such is also my opinion and 
belief. I too have seen the prisoner write, and 
am ready to make oath to the same effect. The 
duty is most painful to me, but I must not 
shrink from it. 

** Bemstorff. — ^What do you say to these damn- 



• The names were illegible in the MS, brought from 
Sweden. 
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ing proofs of guilt ? Do you still dare to advance 
your false and audacious pretensions to inno- 
cence ? Still set justice at defiance ? 

" Princess Sophia. — Do you not all of you trem- 
ble, lest the avenging hand of God should sud<^ 
denly cut you off in the jnidst of these hellish 
machinations, perjuries, and subornations ? Bind 
nae on the rack, — crush the marrow from my 
bones, — ^tear the quivering flesh living from my 
bosom, — but, whilst the consciousness of inno- 
cence sustains me, I shall triumph ! Never shall 
you extort any confession of guilt from my lips. 
You are all traitors to your Prince and to your 
country, and the Almighty in due time will give 
to each his due reward. 

" Bemstorff. — You do not deny having intended 
to make your escape from the Court of Hanover? 
nor, that the late villain and traitor. Count 
Konigsmark, to whom these letters are addressed, 
was to have been your companion ? 

** Princess Sophia. — Undoubtedly I did intend 
to have fled from the tyranny and cruelty of my 
husband, and from the wrongs and insults heaped 
on me by his harlots and minions. He lived iii 
a state of undisguised adultery. His morals, as 
you well know, have ever been, where women 
are concerned, of the most lax and dissolute de- 
scription. He is rude and cruel ; he has often 
treated me with brutal ferocity; and not alone 
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my health and peace of mind, but my life and 
my honour, were in continual danger. I had no 
longer a husband:— it was natural to wish to 
flee from infamy, misery, and oppression. The 
late Count Konigsmark knew more of the 
wretchedness I endured than any other gentle* 
man, having been educated in my father's court ; 
he felt those wrongs more warmly, and sympa- 
thi;sed in my sorrows. Seeing nothing but in- 
famy and venality in the Court of Hanover, he 
did not disapprove of my intended flight, to seek 
the humane protection of my dear mother's rela* 
tions*. I felt towards him a sister's affection; 
I honoured the noble qualities of his heart f; I 
never cherished a sentiment towards him at which 
I need to blush : for the truth of these assertions 
I appeal to Heaven ! 

, ** Bernstorff. — If your feelings were so strongly 
interested as to lead you to desert your husband 
and your children, in company with that dissi* 
pated young Courtier, what rational being can 
believe your intended flight did not arise from 

* This account makes no meDtion of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
or of his protection. Her n^other^s fapEiily were genteel and re- 
spectable, bqt not noble or opuleal;, 

+ He was an elegant, brave, generous, and highly accom- 
plished soldier, but dissolute to an extreme degree; and big 
conduct in the assassination of Mr. Tbynne, forms an eternal 
blot in his character. 
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wishing a more secure enjoyment of his beloved 
society? hence the projected elopement, and 
thos<e criminal confessions contained in those 
your letters now before me. 

" Princess Sophia. — lama Christian in princi- 
ple, and religion is my last solace. Most mise- 
rable should I feel if I did not believe in a future 
existence, and the certainty of salvation through 
the mediation of our blessed Redeemer. Every 
ray of hope has quitted me, as far as this world 
is concerned : my sole trust and my comfort is 
in my religion, and I appeal once more to that 
God, who knows your wicked purposes, to attest 
my innocence. I am entirely in your power — 
dispose of me as you please ; but tremble at the 
deep damnation into which, by these iniquitous 
practices, ye are sinking your immortal souls ! 

** Bernstorff. — You have almost committed trea- 
son. You have made indecently free with the 
character of the Elector and Electress: even 
your father has not escaped the l^sh of your sati- 
rical pen. You appear to have had no family 
secrets in your power, but you revealed them to 
this favoured^ paramour. 

" Princess Sophia. — I was shocked and disgust- 
ed at the scenes of vice l^ which I was sur- 
rounded. I lamented the ascendancy of such 
infamous female characters as reigned in the Court 
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of Hanover. I regretted. Sir, your fatal infla« 
ence over my royal father's miod. I feel the 
same sentiments now; and were I at liberty, I 
would tell you the same in the presence of each 
of the parties to whom I have allnded in those 
unpremeditated, desultory, and confidential let- 
ters. 

** Bemstorff. — ^Your confidant, the Baroness de 
Molckt, is likely to give a very different version. 
She has already impeached you, Madam; and 
if, by your obstinacy, you drive matters to extre- 
mities, I have no doubt but she will appear as a 
witness against you, and convict you. 

" Princess Sophia. — ^Never ! Never wilt thou 
see that day ! I know the worth and sincerity 
of her heart, and the force of honour in her 
bosom. She is, indeed, the repository of all my 
secret thoughts, and she is welcome to reveal 
them all! Where no guilt existed, none can be 
revealed ; and her's is a heart you will never de- 
grade, however you may tear and lacerate her 
body! 

'^ Bemstarff. — ^Amongst your papers. Madam, 
which we have seized, are many letters from 
Count Kcmigsmark, and amongst them this, 
(presenting one), wherein he plainly alludes to 
amorous dalliances and criminal intimacy, and 
expresses his impatience for the arrival of that 
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happy moment, when, far from the reach of the 
sordid tyrant, your lord, you might live for each 
other in a distant kingdom. 

" Princess Sophia. — What new scheme is here 
displaying its hellish lineaments! Not only have 
you forged my hand-writing, and fabricated 
letters, purporting to be from me, and apparently 
addressed to the Count, but you have also forged 
others as from that murdered nobleman to me. 
The farther you proceed, the clearer I perceive 
the boundless extent of your hellish malice ; but 
still your power is limited, and that God whom 
you thus insolently dare to mock, will, sooner or 
later, visit your crimes with commensurate pu- 
nishment. My husband is an immoral man, 
God knows?! but surely, not so radically depraved 
^s to countenance these atrocities. Miscreant! 
you deceive and mislead him! You know his 
marriage with me was founded on his side upon 
mercenary and sordid views ; that his affections 
were, and had long been, pre-engaged, when I 
was most reluctantly dragged from my parents' 
arms. You knew his indifference — aye, his 
aversion to me ; and now, to promote your own 
vile ends, and obtain still greater honours and 
riches, you are fabricating all those false docu- 
ments, and raising up suborned witnesses against 
me, to release him from those bonds which have 
never yet had power to restrain him! 
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*' Bemstorff. — ^Your children ! Madam! — have 
you no thought for them ? If you proceed thus 
contumaciously, you will involve them in your 
ruin and disgrace. By this rude defiance of a 
power that can crush you in a moment, you are 
likely to incur the dreadful responsibility of 
leading to the bastardizing of your children, if no 
worse fate hefah them* ! 

" Princess Sophia. — My children ! Oh, ye god- 
less monsters! are my poor children too— to be 
destroyed ! Perhaps they are already murdered. 
My brain burns — ^my heart is bursting. Say but 
that they live, and are well, and I will kneel and 
kiss your feet ! 

• If it wert not for the extraordinary, and apparently the 
well authenticated fact, that a plan was formed, several years 
after, and submitted to George the First in England, to seize 
his son and transport him to the colonies, the horrid menace 
implied in the words marked in italics would be incredible. It 
will be seen by the extracts from various works subjoined, that 
the Court of Hanover was profligate to an excessive degree ; 
and its debaucheries in all likelihood of the most gross and dis- 
gusting kind; but still, this treatment of a mother, this torture 
of her soul by menacing the lives of her children, almost sur- 
passes belief. Keysler^s celebrated Travels in Germany and 
Italy were dedicated to this same minister, and that celebrated 
traveller was preceptor to his two sons or nephews. That he 
was an unprincipled man, there is plenty of evidence on record^ 
both in England and Germany ; but that he was so complete a 
inonster as this Journal represents him, is^ indeed, almost in- 
credible. 
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" Bemstorff. — ^They yet live, and are well, Ma- 
dam. Her Serene Highness the Electress deeply 
deplores your fall. It is her wish to save your 
children ; but there may be statesmen who may 
feel it their duty, in consequence of your prior ac- 
quaintance with Konigsmark, to advise your bus- 
band not only to divorce you, but to set aside the 
succession of your son on thie ground of bas- 
tardy *. 

" Princess Sophia. — How may that calamity be 
prevented? By what possible sacrifice can I 
save the rights of my dear infants, whom I shall 
no more behold ? 

" Bernstofff. — By a full and fair confession of 
that guilt it is utterly useless, as well as most 
wicked, in you to deny. 

" Princess Sophia. — Ye agents of Satan ! ye 
ministers of hell ! hear me I — Do you think so 
poorly of my penetration as to imagine I am to 
be deceived by your vile illusions? Could I 
ensure the safety of my babes f by submitting to 

* Many circumstances concur to prove that George the 
^st ever cherished a marked aversion to his* son and heir ap< 
parent 

t The word ' bahes^ is applied to her children twice in the 
course of two sentences ; and in the third, they are called ' in* 
fUKerUs ;' but those terms should be construed as demonstrations 
of excessive affection, and intended to excite compassion in 
the bosom of Bernstorff. 
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9tnd for ever renounced you as one lost past re- 
demptiouy and fit only for the stews and brothels. 
He has interdicted every person from naming* 
you to him, on pain of arbitrary punishment. 
Your mother. Madam, whose national vices you 
$& liberally inherit, could not utter a word in 
your behalf, but hung down her head, wrung 
her hands^ and wept. You have, therefore, no 
eoilnteliance, no succour, no pity to look for in 
Any quarter. Your Abigail, the Baroness de 
Mx>lckt, stands on the point of becoming your 
accuser, or suffering a terrible death : those of 
your domestics, whom, by your profusion, were 
become your partisans, are removed far from the 
reaPch of your voice. You stand isolated and 
alone in the world. Your name is held in&mous, 
and execrated, and yet you have the audacity to 
asseft your innocence, and complain of egres- 
sion ! 

" Princess. — ^Were I a man, although chained 
to the earth, you are too great a coward to dare 
tenture thus obscenely to insult me. Why are 
th^e men obtruded on my presence (the advo- 
cates) e'xcept to witness my misery, and mock 
me with the forms of justice, without its es- 
sence ? You are as well able to make out crimi- 
natory ccmfessions as to prepare forged letters, or 
dictate and prepare suborned teistimony. You 
might haVe spared me this humiliation, Imt so 
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base is your nature, and so full of m^ice that 
vile heart of yours, that you can enjoy neither 
rest nor pleasure, whilst there remains room to 
plant an additional dagger in my soal. Base 
and corrupted as is your master, and my faus<^ 
band, I can readily conceiye that he owes much 
of his vice and cruelty to your artifices and de« 
cepticms. You exasperate him by all sorts of 
&l»ricated proof of my guilt ; and thus you insti- 
gate hiu to one crime after another; and the 
deeper he plunges into crime, the more aid he 
wants from villains, and the stronger and more 
durable you conceive will be your authority 
over him, till at last you aim at converting your 
infatuated master into your slave, and conclude 
that the country and all its resources will be, whil^ 
he lives, wholly yours ! These, ruffian, are your 
real objects of pursuit. 

^* Bemstarff. — ^You have said that the vile wo- 
man De Molckt, your confidant and accomplice, 
has nothing to communicate, that you need Uush 
to hear. I have received supplicatory letters^ 
signed with her hand, imploring the Prince's 
pardxm, whom you dare thus to revile, on condi- 
tion of telling all she knows ; and I understand 
that person can prove the existence of an adul- 
terous intercourse between you and Count Ko- 
nigsmark. Under this accumulation of proof, 
jbad you not better listen to reasoh> acknowledge 
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your guilty and resigning the empty title of wife, 
where you no longer have, or can have, a hus« 
band, open the doors of this prison, and once 
more taste of liberty. To preserve the whole 
family from further and more public disgrace 
owing to your depravity : your mother-in-law, 
the Electress, will yet mediate for you, and ob- 
tain an ample yearly allowance, and an agreeable 
asylum, if you will submit to be divorced, plead- 
ing guilty to the charge of adulterous intercourse 
with the traitor Konigsmark. If you will con- 
sent to this, your children's legitimacy shall not 
be questioned. I am authorized by the Elector, 
your august fitther-in-law, as well as by the 
Duke, your father, to make you this promise. 

*« Princess Sophia. — Begone, villain ! I have 
already deg^raded myself by replying to your 
insolent questions, and insidious overtures, that 
are intended to dishonour and destroy me. Go 
hence with your myrmidons! Murder me you 
dare not, or I should not be now alive. I must 
suffer, but I will not complain. Thank God, 
your utmost malice cannot make me immortal- 
Death, in spite of my tyrant's power, will release 
me, and the Omnipotent Being, whose eye is 
now upon you, will, even in this world, avenge 

my wrongs upon my destroyers. 

* * * ^it * 

** My next trial was again to endure the taunts 
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and iusalts of the wretch de Plaaten. That 
infamous * karV (fellow) had the cruelty to tell 
me that my wardrobe was distributed amongst 
my bitterest enemies, and my bed occupied by 
the odious Meissenbourg. Ah ! my children ! 
your poor mother, immured in a gloomy prison^ 
sees not your wrongs, hears not your sighs, nor 
can she sooth or succour you. Would that my 
spirit could escape this load of clay by which it 
IS withheld, and that I might, even invisibly to 
you, my dearest, lovely babes, watch over your 
safety and guard your morals from pollution* ! 
The monster Von PlimteUf when I aisdced him to 
let me have the affectionate little animal FideUe, 
to share my solitude, told me the Elector, at the 
moment of my arrest, was bitten in the leg by 
the little creature (whose grateful heart resented 
the insults oflfered to his mistress), and was 
killed on the spot, and buried with * my galUmty 
the unhappy Count ! This little incident affected 
me. My heart was full, even to breaking; yet 
I made a shew of resolution, and calmly ex- 
pressed the contempt and indignation I felt. 
The villain was accompanied by his agent. Both- 



♦ This is the first allusion to the children as being ahove the 
age' of mfancy. The unhappy mother would not have beeu 
anxious as to their morals, if they had been of the very tender 
age the expressions babeff infants^ innocents, &g, indicate. 

H 
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man, and the advocate Von H — 1 — t, who had 
so often promised, under every extreme, to re- 
member what he owed to my compassionate 
intercession with my ^ther in his behalf! I 
had been liberal to him when he was poor and in 
discredit ; and when my evil destiny compelled 
me to wed a worthless cousin, I obtained, through 
the Electress, an aj^intment at Hanover for 
the ingrate. The man then offended me by his 
excessive servility and gross s^ulation. My 
cruel, unfeeling husband, who filled my house- 
hold with his pimps and courtesans, bribed high, 
and gained this faithless advocate. My bosom 
harbours not a sentiment of guilt as regards the 
unhappy Count, who was cruelly murdered : 
being innocent, I had no guilt to confess ; yet 
thiR miscreant dared to avow that I bad con- 
fidentially confessed to him the guilty nature of 
my connexion ! — Merciful Heaven ! how I sus- 
tained this blow I know not. It stunned — it 
petrified — it froze my heart's blood ! Then my 
soul was wrung indeed ! — ^The villain, Von Plaa- 
ten, smiling, ironically said, ^ You seem greatly 
^ affected at the conduct of Mr. Von H — 1 — t ; 

< perhaps, when you hear that he has confirmed 

< the evidence given by the two advocates before 

< Baron Bemstorff, that he has no manner of 
* doubt but all the letters purporting to have been 

< written by you, or the deceased traitor Konigs- 
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< mark, are trae and genuine documentis, written 

* by you and by him, you may change your tone. 

* Such is the case ! Will you now confess your 

< guilt, and admit judgment to be passed against 
^ you, that you may go hence ia freedom to 

< follow your own vicious inclinations, and enable 

* bis* Serene Highness, the Electoral Prince, to 
^ dissolve his marriage with you ; and, if he 

< pleases, seek another consort, more worthy his 

* generosity and high virtues ?' 

" Ptincess Sophia. — ^Von H — 1^-t, look me in 
the faee ! Is it possiUe what that miscreant has 
uttered of you can be true ? 

" Von H—l — t. — Pardon me, Madam, for in- 
forming you, that I came not to answer your 
interrogatories, but to require answers of you. 
Our relative situations are greatly and suddenly 
changed. I now hold an official employment of 
some importance under the Elector; and you, Ma* 
dam, are a state prisoner, fallen from your high 
dignity, and overwhelnpied with ignominy. The 
duty I owe to the best of Princes and of masters, 
and the base nature of your transgressions, have 
imposed this very painful task on me. Still, to 
behold you thus humbled, thus degraded, shocks 
my feelings inexpressibly. I regret to see a 
Princess, once so highly esteemed, and whom I 
honoured as my illustrious patroness — the heires$ 
to the reigning Duke of Celle, the consort of 

h2 
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the Electoral Prince of Hanover, on whose pa- 
ternal house a still more brilliant fortune dawns^ 
thus dishonoured, through the influence of her 
*own licentiousness I Tax me not as ungrateful, 
Madam; I was ever truly grateful whilst your 
character stood unimpeached. Now, that my 
gracious Prince has deigned to name me one of 
his legal advisers, and appointed me one of 
the commissioners empowered to interrogate you 
and the Baroness de Molckt, I am therefore 
bound to do my duty, regardless of all other 
considerations. No impartial tribunal can, by 
possibility, acquit you, so strong and so well 
connected are* the proofs of your guilt. Heaven 
knows how greatly I pity you, and how warmly 
I remember past kindnesses! In the unhappy 
circumstances in which you now stand, I cannot 
display my ever- verdant gratitude more honour- 
ably, or usefully, than by giving you the most 
earnest and solemn admonition to cease exas- 
perating the illustrious family, whom you have 
irreparably disgraced, and cesuse to cherish a fal- 
lacious hope of withstanding the weight of guilt 
by which your conscience is oppressed; or of 
eluding the mass of evidence by which that guilt 
can be most satisfactorily proved* 

" Princess Sophia. — I can no longer doubt thy 
baseness. Von H — 1 — t ; but it is beneath me to 
reproach a wretch so abject. That thou shouldst 
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thus plung'e daggers into the bosom which has 
warmed and cherished thee, evinces a degree of 
dejMuvity that prepares me to expect at thy 
hands every possible violation of justice. Father 
of mercy! look dovni with pity and compassion, 
for I am encompassed round about with roaring 
waters, and with foes subtle as the serpent and 
savage as the tiger ! * I have none to help me, 
' none to save !' Yet, even thou art not in thy 
heart my enemy. Von H — 1 — t. Poverty is a 
great stimulant and conductor to crime! My 
oppressors singled thee out as a fit engine to aid 
their odious projects, and thou hadst not virtue 
to resist temptation. I had no secret to intrust 
thee with, and thou meritest no reproach as 
having betrayed me ; but thou hast degraded 
human nature, and rendered thy name for ever 
infamous ! The Prince whom now thou servest 
spurns thy mercenary idolatry. Thou hast, in 
thy writings and former speeches, lavished as 
gross flattery on my name as the insults of 
this day are cruel and most cowardly. By 
this * best of Princes^ thou art intensely de- 
spised ; and even the caitifi^s, by whom he is 
surrounded and deceived, look on thee with de- 
rision and scorn! — Look into mine eyes, mise- 
rable man ! Why thus avert thine own ? I am 
no basilisk — I am only a desolate woman, un- 
justly cast down by vile conspirators, and seps^* 
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rated fit>m my infants; but I am armed ao sirmg 
in conscioas innocence, that tbon, proiid reptile» 
art but as a worm in my patb* which I would 
not crush, however loathsome its aspect. 

'< The Prince, whom I blush to own as a hus- 
band, and of whose power and depravity I am 
the victim, obtained me in marriage for the sake 
of uniting the dominions of our common an<« 
cestors. The means that were used to obtain 
this end were as vile as his treatment of me, after 
I had been dragged from my native home to 
Hanover, was indelicate, insulting, and deg^d- 
ing. My husband, Sir, lived, as you well know, 
in a seraglio : accustomed to the most abandoned 
of women, he believed every woman as polluted 
as his harlots. He forced those wretches into 
my presence j he strove to make them my com- 
panions : when I spurned the indignity, he em- 
powered them to mock and insult me. Pride 
and modesty equally forbid my describing the 
polluted revels which I have been forced to 
witness. My days were steeped in sorrow, my 
nights were passed in tears. The greater was 
my patience, the more outrageous grew the 
wrongs he heaped upon me. Not only was my 
health undermined, but my manners and morals 
were exposed to the worst contagion of vicious 
examples. The more I retired, as it were, from 
my own court, the closer contamination followed 
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at my heels; a»d my unfeeling husbtod hm^ 
in the presence of his harlots, stimek me with* 
savage fary» dragged me by my hair^and dashed 
me on the floor at their feet» as they stood^ like 
fieddsi malignantly revelling in my sufferings! 
6od» that impels all his creatures to shun what 
is baleful (as thai unending test my conscience 
tells me), approves the flight I meditated 
from that modern Sodoin and Gomorrah. And 
under such mighty wrongs as I have had to 
encounter, thou, Von H — ^1 — t, seekest, in ad- 
versity, thy generous, unsuspecting, confiding 
benefactress, not to offer any aid in defence of 
her honour, but to insult, to vilify, to humble 
her with the harlots who reign in her court, and 
riot in her bed ! And is it thus, wretdied man ! 
that presuming on unmerited misfortune, you 
dare traduce the heiress of Celle — a descendant 
of Henry the Lion, and of that Duchess of Ba- 
varia whose wit and courage saved her husband 
and his wh<de court ! Von H — 1 — 1> I see thou 
art but half a villain ! Nature is still too pow^- 
ful for art. Thou dissemblest for gain. Look 
at me. Sir! and think of my many wrongs.. 
Answer me truly, I implore thee, but one little 
question. Grant me this one good, and I will 
fwgive every evil thou hast showered upon me. 

*^ Von H—l—t. — Princess, I am not the cal)ou5; 
monster you believe me ! If the question can be 
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^Mwcfkred withput violating my dnty, or dis- 
avowing* my belief of your guilt, I will faith- 
fully reply to whatever you may ask. 

" Benwtor^.— Beware, Sir, what you concede! 

^^ Princess Sophia. — Mark, how much the 
perfidious minion is alarmed! — In the sacred 
name of a virtuous and a distressed mother, I 
conjure you to tell me truly the state of my 
infants? Conceal nothing, palliate nothing? 
whatever may have been the fate of those lovely 
innocents, conmiunicate it! render this act of 
atonement, and I will forgive every wrong, 
every falsehood uttered by thee! 

" Von H — l-^t. — They live and are well. 
Princess. It depends on yourself if they remain 
entitled to their rank as children of the Elec- 
toral Prince, or be degraded as the spurious issue 
of a faithless, wanton woman. * 

" Princess Sophia.^-Yon might have spared this 
last outrage. Von H — 1 — t. Go hence. Sir, back 
to the wicked adulterer, and tell George Lewis, 
although he is my deadly foe, and Jiis father, 
who sent me here, is my denunciator and my 
judge, and absolute master of the venal and 
corrupt lawyers by whom my cause is to be 
decided, tell him I say, that he dares not suffer 
me to transfer, as I have a legal right to do, my 
cause from his polluted tribunals, to the Imperial 
Chamber. The despot knows, that so vicious 
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lias been his life, so ferocious and unmanly his 
treatment of me, that all his suborned ^ents, 
all his fabricated proofs, would -■ fail ; and he 
would stand exposed to the ban of the empire. 
Tell this man my life is in his hands, and, as he 
has blasted its spring, and steeped my youthful 
days in misery, it would be charity to put me to 
death. I would bare my bosom to the knife, 
and die unresistingly, and without murmur, 
were I sure my infants are removed from Ha- 
nover, and safe under the care of my mother. 
Thus may the Electoral Prince divorce me! 
But into a compromise I will never enter. I 
have, it is too true, no friend but God! but 
having him, I am richer in a dungeon, than my 
wicked husband at the zenith of his fortune. I 
am able, as you see, to brave his utmost malice, 
aind defy his lawless power. Innocence is to me 
a; more pleasing companion in a dungeon, than 
the consciousness of guilt would be if sitting on 
a throne. Even now he trembles at my name ! 
Even in the midst of his impure revels, and 
ministering pimps and harlots, who compose his 
court, he trembles, whilst I pity, despise, and 
hurl defiance at his head. 

** What further passed was chiefly repetitions. 
The necessity of applying the rack was distinctly 
alluded to. They have racked my soul already 
to that degree, that their worst bodily torments 



100 ANBCDOTXS OF TBE 

Drill feel light, in ocmiparimn with the mental 
tortnres ihe rengeful fiends haTe already in* 
flicted* Let them come ; God, in his infinite 
goodness, wilt sustain me under its operation I 

^^Soon after this interview, Bothman ani, 
Von H~-l— t arrived ; the latter miscreant thus 
spoke to me :^^^ I was yesterday at the Ducal 
^ Palace, in Celle*, Madam. I saw your chil* 
' dren in luxurious good health and spirits ; as 
< also the Duke and Duchess. Your little ones f 
' fondly ai^ed after you; whither you were gone, 

• why you stayed so long, and when you would 
' return to them ? I was sensibly touched ! Ma- 
^ dam, I see how powerfully the narrative affiew^t^ 

* your maternal heart/ 

** Princess Sophia. — Proceed, Sir; resent 
your pity for your master ; be brief. A knavish 
lawyer is always prolix in proportion as his 
cause is a bad one, his object infamous, and his 
fee ample ! 

* Celky or ZeU, the same city, differently spelt. 

f This expression is not tbat whieh I should htrve chosen ; 
ft ifi too literal a version of a German, or rather of a k>^ 
Dutch idiom, then very prevalent ia Hiuiovert wheieby iimi* 
nutives are used to show the utmost degree of tenderaesa and 
affection. If a Dutchman were as tall as the famous giant 
Goliah, and as fat as Daniel Lambert, his children would say 
to him, or of him, myn geliefdt vaderije, i, e» my dear tttXlE 
fiaher! 

1 
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** Van H—l — U Your chUdreii, Madam! 
think of them, and qpare your wit ! Your father^ 
although a hero, and accustomed, in his victo- 
rious career, to scenes of human misery, could 
scarcely refrain from tears; your mother, the 
Duchess, hid her face and wept. — ^The Duke and 
Duchess did me the hcmour to take my opimon 
(knowing how greatly I had once been your 
friend), to consult me as to your present and 
future destiny. Your father's motto is, < JDd 
* justice J and leave the rest to Heaven;* your 
mother was less stem, but each renounced youf 

'' Princess Sophia.-^^Axii are my children safe 
at Celle, and under my mother's care ? 

*< Van H'-^l — *. — ^They are at present : how 
long they may remain depends upon yourself. 

*^ Princess Sophia.'-^^And they asked when 
their mother would return to press them to her 
bosom, and lavish on them her fondest, tenderest 
caresses ! Ah ! miserable mother ! never shalt 
thou see them more !— never ! never ! But their 
€rod, that has caused their removal from a den 
of lewdness, will preserve them. I hail thia 
ev^nt as a token from heaven that my prayers 
a^e heard i AH I have Airther to ask, is to make 
manifest my innocence, and X feel mentally as* 
sured, even that great mark of Divine favottl^ 
will not be for ever withheld. I can now mtet 
death without terror ^ and endure the rack with* 



1X)8 ANECDOTES OF THE 

out regaling the ears of my torturers with a word 
of supplication, and, if possible, without a groan. 

" Bothman. — Your father has renounced you 
for ever, and left you wholly at your injured 
husband's disposal : be wise, and capitulate. 

" Princess Sophia. — My father I will not 
blame* Unhajppy parent ! how terrible would 
be his pangs were he conscious of the horrid de- 
ceptions of which he is the dupe! Beware of 
his yengeance, miscreants! should that film be 
removed which your crimes have created, it 
would be merciful were Heaven to allow him to 
die unconscious of the injustice he has tolerated. 
— ^What have you more to say? 

*^ Bothman. — Under the dreadful penalty of a 
public abjuration and malediction, your father 
requires you to atone, as far as may yet be in 
your power, by acknowledging your guilt, dis- 
solving your marriage, and retiring for ever 
from the Electorate ! On these conditions, and 
no other, a liberal revenue is to be assigned you^* 
His Serene Highness, your father, has seen the 
letters found in your possession, and also on the 
person of the adulterer: he was petrified with 
horror, not more at your licentious passion for the 
deceased traitor, than your enormous wickedness 
in denying thus your guilt. 

" Princess ^SojoAia.— Unhappy, noble-hearted 
parent! how terribly ar-t thou deceived by thosi^ 
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hellish machinations, by deceptions too vile to 
be understood or credited by any upright, honest 
man! — ^What said my dear, unfortunate mother? 
You cannot pain me more than you already have. 
Go on ; I wish to hear all that you have to say. 

" Bothman. — ^Your august niother, with your 
august father's permission, sent you this note 
(handing it to the Princess), 

" Princess Sophia. — (Reading it aloud) — 



* The Duchess of Celle, too fully convinced of 

* the criminality of her daughter, the Electoral 

* Princess, supplicates her to cease offending 

* heaven and agg^vating her guilt, by audacious 

* apji^als to the Almighty. The maternal bosom 
' of the Duchess is torn with shame and sorrow 

* at the depravity of her child, whom she can no 
more receive ; but for whom, in pity for her 

* sufferings, and in hope of her reformation, she 

* will procure an agreeable solitude in the south of 

* France, where the busy tongue of malice shall 

* not assail her ; and if Sophia Dorothea will 

* agree to quit a country she has dishonoured, and 

* a family she has made miserable, her mother 
^ will take charge of the children, and perform 

* with tenderness and unbounded affection a 

* mother's duty towards them. By this step, and 
' yielding to pircumstances she cannot resist, by 

* resigning the title of Electqral Princess, and 



t 
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* the claims of a wife j when^ sorrowful for a 
^ mother to write ! after she has phiyed the harlot, 
^ an4 thereby forfeited her rights, she may' escape 

* perpetual and seyere confinement, and save her 
' parents the bitter disgrace of a public process! 
^ The determination of the Princess is required 
^ without delay ; her destiny depends upon it.^ 

" And this infernal scrawl, villain ! you dare 
to tell me was written by my beloved and affec- 
tionate mother, and sent to me by you ? You 
dare assert this ! 

^' Bothman.-^l saw her write it, Madnm. I 
saw her tears fall copiously upon the paper as she 
composed its lines. 

^< Piineess /SopAur.*^Ruffian ! you are a fklse 
traitor and a liar*! never did my dear mother's 
hand trace one of these letters. It is another of 
your own vile- forgeries. Monster ! go thy way. 



* The violence of tbis exclamation indicates, what the 
Journal does not state, namely, that some secret mark had been 
previously agreed upon between the Duchess and her child, per- 
haps years previously, to prevent either being imposed upon by 
forged letters. When Gustavas the Third of Sweden, and his 
brother Charles, late King of Sweden, separated for the last 
time, previous to the revolution of 1772 being attempted, they 
broke a dollar in two, and with the first news of the day being 
fixed in Stockholm for the great attempt, that half dollar was to 
be sent with the dispatches to Duke Charies. 
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Thou stupid wretdi! go back to the insidious 
tyrant by whom thou art employed : teU him, 
that although the character of the letters are ably 
imitated, I know it to be an infiimous for-' 
GSRY, and, as it is such, I hare the consolation 
to feel morally convinced and assured, even by 
this criminal deception, of my mother believing 
me innocent ! Her heart has long been tcnrtured 
by the base intrigues of the Elecliress, and her 
wicked agents ; and she can see and feel, if she 
cannot, as she would, avert, the secret hand that 
wings these plagues and mischiefs. Go, then, 
detected and detested villain ! and announce that 
this hellish expedient has failed ! 

'< I felt like an inspired priestess. I forgot my 
dungeon. I seemed all soul, all intellect :-*-^the 
ruffians mocked, and left me. Whilst my mind 
remained unshattered, and I possessed the mieans, 
I began this imperfect journal, which I shall en* 
deavour to secrete where it shall not be discovered 
by the vigilance of my foesj in the hope, if I 
should be put to death, or should die in my prison, 
it may one day go forth to the world. It was 
my mother whose hand supplied these scanty ma- 
terials, and yet she wrote not to me ! Unhappy 
parent ! she durst not write, but she ftirnished me 
with the means of writing ! Ah ! I fully under- 
stand her! Tlie penalty of supplying me with 
pen, ink, or with paper; or bringing or convey- 
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ing of letters — ^is death ! and even she nUght perish! 
Perhaps the adventurous person has been detected 
by whom this essential relief to my sorrow has 
been conveyed ; and my persecutors craftily con- 
ceal the event, in order to intercept letters, if I 
write- any, and should rashly attempt to get them 
conveyed hence. Every day or two, when first I 
was entombed, I was removed to an adjoining 
chamber; and the paltry furniture was rum- 
maged or exchanged. In defiance of every pre- 
caution, this Journal may be discovered and de- 
stroyed, when perhaps the very last hopes, by 
earthly means, to vindicate my innocence, will 
be lost. This apprehension distresses me more 
than the dreary prospect of perpetual confine- 
ment, or the fear of a violent death ; and my 
mind at times seems to fail me. . O how terrible 
is my state, separated from, and yet so near to, 
all that is dear to me on earth! At times I 
scai;<?ely know what I say to my persecutors! 
No doubt, as well as forge letters, they also fa- 
bricate false confessions, the more efficiently to 
blast my fame, and incense my husband against 
me. 

" After, an interval, I know not how long, as I , 
lay rather slumbering than reposing, I was sud- 
denly awoke by blows on the<loor of my prison*, 
and commanded by Long Piet to arise, as the 
commissioners were arrived with authority to put 
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me to the rack^ if I still remained obdurate. I had 
been, in my dreams, revelling with my children, 
and receiving their fond caresses, just when I was 
awoke, as I thought, to suffer paiins worse than' 
death. The light of a gloomy lamp enabled me 
to hurry on my garments. In a few minutes 
the assassin Piet, and two assistants, came ; 
bound my wrists, placed a bandage over my eyes, 
sat me in an armed chair, and carried me up the 
stone, stairs to the Inquisitor's chamber; there 
the bandage was removed, and I saw the infer- 
nal tribunal, to whose cruelty and injustice a 
merciless husband had consigned me. 

" The table was hung with black cloth ; Von 
Plaaten sat as president ; the principal lawyer 
was remarkable for his brutal treatment of an 
amiable wife, whose days he was said to have 
shortened by his savage humours and general ill- 
treatment : the second, his equal in official rank, 
had also killed his wife by his immea^surable licen- 
tiousness; no woman was safe on whom. he cast 
a lustful eye; he had a numerous . illegitimate 
progeny, all of whom, and his vulgar misftresses 
too, lived on the public revenue of a poor, im- 
poverished people: the third of these ermined ruf- 
fians had a handsome wife and large family, and 
be: also kept, in secret; a seraglio. Joined to 
those venal, and polluted judges wias Von 
HT-lr-t^ and pthers, who^n I.imj)erfecljy knew! 
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Von Plaaten, as I said before, presided, as beings 
the chief of the Elector's counsellors. I was 
placed at the foot, opposite the president. On 
my right-hand side were the inferior agents, all 
masked, and near me the instruments of torture. 
The small lancet windows were scarcely per-» 
ceptible in the gloom of night. A number of 
old decayed family portraits hung mouldering 
against the walls. Amongst them my eyes fixed 
spontaneously on the masculine figure of the 
heroic wife of Duke Gwelph, of Bavaria! I 
thought that great woman bent her eyes benero- 
lentlyonme: it was a mere illusion ; still it gave 
me confidence. Whilst thus my eye wandered 
over the Inquisitors and the room, I was called 
to by their secretary to attend to the solemn pro^ 
cess then beginning. 

*^ The president of this cabal read a long com- 
mission, in which I was arraigned of all the 
crimes indicated in these notes : the forged letters 
were all tendered to me ; and I was admonished, 
if I persisted in denying the truth of the charges, 
I was immediately to be placed in the hands of 
those whose office it was to aj^ly the torture, 
both ordinary and extraordinary. I heard this 
unmoved: I felt wholly unawed: a supernatural 
power seemed to support me and to buoy me up,^ 
ii^ I said — * I deny every impataticm cast upon 
< my honomrj every stigma upon my virtue I 
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* repel. I am still as much in the power of God, 

* and as liable to his protecting^ arm, as if I urere 
< living in the Electoral palace, where harlots 

* riot, and still had that husband for my shield 
^ who is become my deadliest foe! Ye gang of 

* midnight murderers 1' continued I, ♦ begin your 

* infernal task ! I ask no mercy ; for mercy dwells 
^ not in such foul bosoms; but beware, first, of 

* God*s vengeance, which, sooner or later, will 
' fall upon you; and, next to the wrath divine, 

* tremble at the punishment which my deluded 

* father will inflict, whenever the film shall be 
' removed which your artifices have cast over his 
^mental eyes!' A smile of contempt was the 
impression I produced. ' The prisoner is obdu- 

* rate/ said the wretch Von Pldaten. ' Officers! 

* apply the torture to her hands !' In an instant, 
the chair in which I sat was wheeled rapidly to- 
wards a table, or bench, hollowed at the end ; 
and on the board or top was a sort of groove, to 
admit an arm on either side, which were pinioned 
down by cords and screws. I scarcely knew if 
I were hurt by this operation; for before the 
wedges could be applied, which distend the 
fing^ers, and dislocate the joints, the noise of 
horses' feet, and the sound of bugles, announced 
di^ arrival of some herald — ^whether of death or 
life, of good or evil, I knew hot. In a few 

-Ininutes Von PlaaAen was stalled out ; ^nd thus I 

12 
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remained, my arms pinioned, my hands exposed, 
so that the torturers could break or distend my 
fingers and my thumbs. Further along I saw 
the larger screws, which my tormentors told me 
were hereafter to be applied, in case of confirmed 
obduracy, to crush the elbow joints! I shud- 
dered involuntarily, and prayed aloud to the Al- 
mighty to enable me to endure all their tortures 
without allowing its agony to force me, either to 
accuse any innocent person of crimes, or to con^ 
fess that of which I had never been guilty. I 
cried aloud — * Oh, God ! who beholdeth these in- 

* struments of torture, and these wicked men by 

* whom I am surrounded ; . hear my solemn dis- 

* avowal of the crime of adultery ! Deal with me, 

* Thou, whose arm none can shorten or elude, as 

* I am.gxiilty or innocent! Before thy throne I 

* bow myself down, and, as a dying sinner who 
Vhopeth for mercy through thy grace alone, I 

* implore thee, at thy own good time, to make 
< manifest my innocence, and always bless and 
5 protect my children and parents, and forgive 

: * my persecutors.' — As I uttered this prayer in 
a firm, sonorous tone, I felt my heart dilated, my 

..courage renovated: the Inquisitors appeared 

.daunted, and looked at each other in silent 
astonishment and apparent dismay. — * Perhaps,* 
said I, * my father has detected your crimes ! If 

J .so, prepare . fpv, . instant punislvqiept. ^ You ;ajre 
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' murdering his innocent child upon his territory, 
^ and in his own castle!' — Their inquietude in- 
creased at this address, and the reptile Von 
H— 1-rt visibly shook, so lively were the terrors 
of that caitiflF. Still, my arms were confined 
within the iron grooves of the rack, and the pain 
I suffered was not small ; but the terror so visi- 
ble among the instruments of guilty vengeance, 
inspired new courage and fortitude ; and I sur- 
veyed them with ineffable scorn and calm con- 
tempt. 

" In that state I was left full a quarter of an 
hour, when the chief of the court blood-hounds, 
Von Plaaten, returned. His looks plainly be- 
spoke the heavy chagrin that preyed on his black 
heart. At his side was a military officer of high 
rank, whose tall stature, and lofty port, an- 
nounced my honoured father's trustiest friend 
and old companion in arms, Major-General . 

" Advancing to the tribunal, he said, in a voice 
of command—^' Your authority is dissolved — 
' your commission revoked — release the Princess 

* instantly ! Well is it for you all you have gone 

* no farther ; and a foul disgrace it is that you 

* have gone thus far!' I looked at the brave 
warrio*:, and at the horrid machine into which 
my limbs were fixed. His manly bosom swelled 
with sorrow and indignation as he said, in a sub- 
dued voice, just as the obedient mutes bad re- 
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leaned me—* Princess, I come from the Duke^ 

* your father, my nohle and generous master. 

* By his command you are released from the 
' rack. Your affectionate mother discorered this 
' horrid project, and throwing herself on her 
' knees, implored your father to save you. Na- 

* ture prevailed : you are not to be tortured— 

* not insulted ; but I grieve to say, your sen^nce 
^ of perpetual imprisonment remains unchanged!' 
As the veteran spoke, his voice faltered, and a 
tear glistened in his expressive eye. 

" I said, * GeneraU your sympathy is dearer 
' to my bleeding heart than exemption from the 
^ rack, and from the future insolence of those 
' vile miscreants, on whom the stroke of ven- 
' geance will yet alight ! You are a man oiP 
' honour ; on your word I dare rely : tell me, 

* then, I conjure you, are my children alive and 

* well, and under my beloved mother's care ? 

* Are they removed from the impure court of 
^ their cruel father, by whom their mother's ruin 
'has been accomplished? Oh! in pity to a 

* mother's pangs, whose heart is breaking with 
' agonizing suspense, answer me !' 

" General. — * God knows, my Princess, how 

* truly I pity your sad condition. On my honour, 
< as a soldier and as a man, I tell you truly, that 

* your children are both in high health at Zell, 
' under the immediate care of the Duchess, your 
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' mother* I dare not say more. All commnni- 

* cation is forbidden on pain of death, except 
^ sanctioned by your husband's authority. Adieu, 

* Princess ! There are thousands T?ho belieye you 
' innocent, and who hope, with me, if you are 

* ialsely accused, that your Prince and family 
^ may soon be undeceived, and the sword of 

* justice yet strike your accusers.' 

" As he spake this, he bowed profoundly to 
me, and retired without saying a word more to 
the enraged inquisitors. I was so shaken by 
conflicting passions, I could scarcely speak ; but, 
mustering all the contempt and scorn I could 
throw into my features, I said to Von Plaaten, 
' Tremble, miscreant ! the hand of God has re- 

* leased me from the rack, and will yet crush 
' thee, and these thy vile accomplices ! Lead me 

* back to my prison-room, where, next to the 
' felicity of being restored to my honour and 

* family, my greatest happiness will be to reflect 
' on this providential defeat of thy hellish plots.' 
He made no reply. All was sullen silence as I re- 
turned to my prison, where I sunk on my knees, 
and poured forth the efiusions of a grateful 
heart to the God by whom I had been thus 
miraculously delivered*." 

* It must be admitted that the above scene is of a very ro- 
mantic nature^ and appeals suspicious. But whoever considers 
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The next portion of this publication, is of a 
less interesting character than the preceding, 
but more decidedly authentic. It displays the 
torrent of depravity let in upon this country 
with the imported Court of Hanover, pourtrayed 
by a wretched being, who had basely betrayed 
his native country to accelerate the introduction 
of an union with England, and the establish- ^ 
ment on the throne of the Electress Sophia and 
her progeny. 

This unhappy man (Ker of Kersland), after 
all his intrigues to serve George the First, was 
deserted. and left to suffer under the united 
calamities of old age, poverty, and deep disgrace. 
Nor can it be ' denied that he had merited his 
fate, which realized the Milanese proverb lately 
quoted, for after having served a courts he * died 
' upon straw.' The picture he draws of the 
corrupt practices of the imported minions and 
harlots, displays a mass of political corruption, 
that has never been exceeded in the Court of 
England at any period of its annals. 



the conduct of the Duke of Zell towards his daughter, as de- 
, scribed in Home Truths, Part I., will perceive no bar to its 
credibility, either in the act of cruelty meditated, or the re- 
served conduct of the General who effected her deliverance. 



PART IV. 



SECRET HISTORY 

OF THE CORRUPT PRACTICES OF THE 

DUCHESS OF KENDAL, 

AND THB-^RIVATE FAVOURITES OF GEORGE THE FIRST. 

Illustrative of the Morals and Manners of the British Court, from th« 
Accession of George the First, till the end of his Reign. 



" From this Prince's court (Hesse Cassel*), I 
directed my journey to Hanover, taking Lambs- 
hring in my way, where there is a convent of 
English monks ; and there I met with a very 
aged, worthy, and harmless gentleman, a Sir 
Thomas Gascoigne, a person of more integrity 
and piety than to be guilty, even in thought, of 
what miscreants wrote against him in the licen- 
tious time of plotting; the Lord Abbot, and 
several of the monks, I had seen there for- 
merly.'* 

* Memoirs of John Ker,Esq. of Kersland, 2 Vols. Octavo* 
published London, VtUff. 
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* ^t m ^ m iit 

" I love not that religion, which, instead of 
exalting, destroys the principles of morality. 
I have met with honest men of all persuasions, 
even Turks and Jews, who in their lives and 
manners, have far exceeded many of our en- 
thusiastic professors at home, and whenever this 
happened, I could not forhear to love the men 
without embracing their religion, for which 
they themselves have to account to their great 
Master and Judge.'* 

** The Court of Hanover makes another kind 
of figure than that of Cassel, it being the court 
of a greater Prince, who is Bishop of Osnaburg, 
Duke of Brunswick, Lunenburg, Hanover, &c. 
Here I had the honour to kiss the hands of the 
Princess Royal, Sophia, youngest sister to the 
late Prince Rupert. Her Highness has the 
character of the merry debonaire. Princess of 
Germany, a lady of extraordinary virtue and 
accomplishments : she is mistress of the Italian, 
French, high and low Dutch, and English lan- 
guages, which she speaks to perfection. Her 
husband has the title of the gentleman of Ger- 
many, a graceful and comely Prince both afoot 
and horseback ; civil to strangers beyond com- 
pare ; infinitely kind and beneficent to people in 
distress J and known to the world for.a valis^nt 
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and experienced soldier. I had the honour to 
see his troops, M^hich^ without controversy, are 
good men, and commanded by as expert cheers 
as any there are in Europe. Amongst them I 
found brave steeUhand Gordon, colonel of an 
excellent regiment of horse, Grimes, Hamilton^ 
Talbot, and others of our king's subjects. God 
hath blessed this Prince with a numerous off- 
spring, having six sons, all gallant Princes j of 
vrhom his tvro eldest distinguished themselves so 
bravely at raising the siege of Vienna, that, as 
an undoubted proof of their valour, they brought 
three Turks home to this court prisoners. His 
eldest son is married to a most beautiful Princess, 
sole heiress of the Duke of Lunenburg and Zell, 
his eldest brother; as the lovely Princess, his 
daughter, is lately married to the Electoral 
Prince of Brandenburg. He is a gracious Prince 
to his people, and keeps a very splendid court, 
having in his stables, for the use of himself and 
children, no less than fifty-two sets of coach- 
horses. He himself is a Lutheran ; but, as his 
subjects are Christians of different persuasions, 
nay, and some of them Jews too, so both in 
his court and army he entertains gentlemen of 
various opinions and countries, as Italian abbots, 
and gentlemen that serve him, and many Cal- 
vinist French officers : neither is he so bigoted 
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in his religion, but that he and his children go 
xnany tinaes to church with the Princess, who is 

a Calvinist, and join with her in her devotion.'* 

9it ***** ^ 

" From this Prince's court I went to Zell, the 
residence of the Duke, the elder brother of the 
family. This prince is called the mighty Nim- 
rodf because of the great delight he takes in 
horses and dogs, and hunting. He did me the 
honour to let me see his stables, wherein he 
keeps three hundred and seventy horses, most of 
them English^ or of English breed. His dogs, 
which are also English, are so many, that with 
great care they are quartered in several apart- 
ments, according to their kind and quality, 
there being a large office, like a brewhouse, em- 
ployed for boiling of malt and corn for them. 
It is this valiant Prince who took Treves from 
the French, and made the Marshal de Crequi 
prisoner. He is extremely obliging to strangers, 
and hatb several brave Scotch officers in his pay, 
as Major-General Erskine, Graham, Coleman, 
.Hamilton, Melvin, and others. His Lieutenant- 
General is one Chavot, a Protestant of Alsatia, 
an excellent and experienced c*ommander; who 
did me the honour to treat me three days at his 
house ; where with all his Scottish and English 
•officers whom he had invited, we liberally drank 
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to the health of our present King*, having, as 
he told us, served under his Majesty, when Duke 
of Yorkj both in France and Flanders^ where 
he gained the reputation both for skill and 
conduct in the wars, not only from Marshal 
Ttirtn, a competent judge, but also from all 
other general persons who had the honour to 
know him, that fame hath made better known 
to the world, than the encomium which that 
generous gentleman ingenuously gave, and which 
here I spare to relate. . I shall add no more 
concerning this Prince, his officers, and country ; 
but that he, with the other two Princes of the 
house of Luhenburff, Hanover, and Wolfem- 
buttel, can, upon occasion, bring into the field 
Jhirty-six thousand soldiers, whom they keep in 
constant pay, and such men as I never saw better 
in my life." 



* Mr. Ker, Consul at Amsterdam, wrote this Journal dur- 
ing the reign of James the Second. Mr. Ker seems to have 
been a complete courtier ; his Princes are all wise, brave, and 
. patriotic ; his Princesses fair and virtuous ! He takes especial 
care to notice Lteutenant-General Chavot, who entertained our 
Scottish tourist three days at his house ! Surely Sir John Carr 
read this work ! Ed. 
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Extract : Memoirs of John Ker, Esq.^ Vol. 1, 
Part I. p. 88, ifc. 

" The last night I was there (Vienna), Mon- 
sieur de Leibnitz did me the iavour to sup with 
me, and gave me a letter to her Royal Highness, 
BOW Princess of Wales (afterwards Queen of 
England — Caroline); one to Baron Bemstorff; 
and some others to the Hanoverian ministers, he 
gaye to my interpreter. We sat some hours to- 
gether, and he took his leave with real marks of 
sincere affection and re^ct." * * » 

^ « 9I& ^ « « « 

*' I took post' for Hanover, where I arrived in 
July, 1714, and a little after the death of that 
most excellent Princess the late Electress Sophia. 
I was presented to the Elector, now his present 
Majesty (George the First), and afterwards to 
her Royal Highness, now Princess of Wales, 
with Monsieur de Leibnitz's letter, which she 
received very graciously, as they both did me. 
She told me that she had seen the papera I had 
sent to the late Electress, which had procured 
me her particular respects. 

" I want words to express the winning, easy, 
affable behaviour, and sweet good temper of her 
Royal Highness at that time to all our country- 
men, particularly to myself. I told her of all 



\7 
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my proceedings at Viennaj and of the g^ood dis« 
position I left the Emperor in towards the suc- 
cession of the illustrious House of Hanover to 
the British crown; that she would soon hear 
my Lord MiddleUm, who was going to Vienna 
from the Pretender, would be but very indiffe^ 
rently received at that court. 

*^ I shall not trouble the reader with the an* 
common civilities I received then at the court df 
Hanover, which the English that were there can 
testify ; and in return, I took all oppcnrtunities 
of letting her Royal Highness know of the 
British affairs in general, and what concerned 
her own family in particular. 

^* Baron Bernstorff desired me to draw up 
a memorial,, with the substance of the papers 
I sent to the late Electress^, and my opinion of 
what was proper to be done at that time to 



* It is by no means clearly expressed whom Mr. Ker 
meant. Probably it was the mother of George the First, and 
sister of Prince Rupert, who is called the " merry debonaire^ 
in the preceding extract. This Baron Bernstorff seems to hate 
laid a trap for Mr. Ker, who was honest enough to givB good 
council. He warned Geoige the First to avoid giving ^ffenc^ 
to his English subjects, by suffering his German officers to in- 
terfere in their affairs : this gave offence to Bernstorff, and that 
infamous woman afterwards created Duchess of Kendal, by 
whose machinations Mr, Ker was utterly ruined and undone.—* 
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pre^ert^ the Hanover duceei^sioti to the English 

crown, which I did accordingly.*' ' ^ * 

iff ^^ "^ ▼' ^ '^ 'If 

• "With this memorial I. proposed a method of 
correspondence betwixt Great Britain and Ha- 
nover J which; when it was presented to, and 
perused by his Electoral Highness, he produced 
and caused it to be read in council: and next 
day he told me at court that he was extremeljc 
well pleaded with it, as also did Baron Bemstorff^ 
and Baron Gortz, Chamber President, who com- 
plimented me upon it." * * * 

* « S^ , * Mit « 4llt 

" Not long after this, through indefatigable 
labour and application, I was attacked with 
a fit of sickness, which the court seemed to 
be sorry fqr, as they expressed upon several » 
occasions. . And then came the news of^ the 
Queen's death (Anne), and his Electoral High- 
ness being proclaimed King, upon which the 
whole court very seasonably rejoiced ; and when 
I recovered I went to kiss his Majesty's hand, 
and congratulated him as follows : 

" May it pleasure your Majesty, 

" It is with great thankfulness to God, 
and infinite satis/action to myself^ ^ that I have 



* Poor Ker!, he little thought at that moment he should be 
thrown aside the moment his services were no longer wanting^ 
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now the honour to kiss your hand as my King 
and Sovereign. I am at a loss for W07*ds to ex* 
press my Joy on this occasion, and wish your 
Majesty a long and happy reign over a dutiful 
and obedient people. 

** Hts Majesty thanked me, and said, I had 
already proved my sincerity and affection to him. 

" I next addressed the Princess of Wales in the 
following words : 

" May it please your Royed HighnesSj 

** I have at last seen the happy day for which 
I have been very often willing to lose my life, and 
which I have as often ventured upon that account. 
My joy is so e:icceedingly great, that J think all 
my labour and industry is more than rewarded* 

** Which professions of mine I have a most 
•convincing proof were entirely credited^ for they 
have taken me at my word ! 

" Her Royal Highness^ was pleased to express 

mad left miserably to perii^ in « gaol! Yet, such was his 
fate, as will presently be seen^ and such the gratitude of 
George the First l-^Ed. 

* Caroline seems to have had the miserable fate of her 
hasband^s motl^er before her eyes ; and strove, by unwearied ^ 
care and submission to avoid a similar destiny. In the Wal* 
poliana (3) it is stated, that «< Qeorge the Second was ruled by 
his Queen, and not by his mistresses. Queen Caroline indeed 
ileserved the favour she enjoyed. So attentive was she to her 
imsband^ that he could not walk through the gardens without 

K 
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her hearty thanks, saying, she knew I had spoken 
from my very heart. 

'* The King was pleased to present me, by the 
hands of Baron BemstorfF, his first minister, 
with a couple of gold medals of some value, 
one with his own, and the other with his mo- 
ther's effigies. The Baron told me, his Majesty 
had sent me this present, not as a reward of my 
great services, which were not to be compensated 
with such trifles, but only as a token of his royal 
favour : but when he came to Great Britain, he 
had something in view for me of much greater 
value-*-which, indeed, I never yet had," 

*' The English came to Hanover in great 
numbers, it is easily known upon what design ; 
and upon all these remarkable accidents I wrote 
the following letter to Monsieur de Leibnitz ^t 
Vienna: *• 

" Sir, S. N. Hanover, August 26th, 1714. 

. " It is with the extremest pleasure I have the 
honour to congratulate you upon the great and 
good news of his Majesty's accession to the crown 
of Great Britain ; and being now become his 
subject, I must not presume to. speak so freely as 
I did before. 

*' It will be much for the King's service, and 

her calling for her cloak, and following him, even when shs 
had a cold, or otherwise indisposed." — ^Vol. i, p, 129. 
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the happiness of Great Britain, that you in- 
tsrtantly leave Vienna, and make haste to Hanover; 
for by reason of your universal knowledg'e, par- 
ticularly of the British affairs, your long expe- 
rience, and great reputation with the King, you 
are justly entitled, more than any other man in 
the world, to be his chief counsellor before he 
goes to England, to whose manners and lan- 
guage he is but too much a stranger. 

" Pray pardon me for putting you in mind 
that the success of all great enterprises depends 
much upon the power which gives the first mo- 
tion : that one wrong step being made cannot 
easily be retrieved ; and considering the present 
divisions and animosities in Britain, it will re- 
quire uncommon application to extricate him out 
of the diflficulties which will unavoidably attend 
him, if he takes part with one side Iftore thaii 
another. 

" I am sorry to tell you that I find the Hano- 
verian ministers altogether unacquainted with 
our country affairs ; that even Bemstorff is led 
by the nose by an ignorant fellow called Roho- 
tham, who. has nothing to recommend him but 
his own private interest, party rage, and inso- 
lence enough to do too much mischief at this cri- 
tical juncture, upon which all our future happi- 
ness depends. 

^^ Pray excuse this long letter, and make 

k2 
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haste: in the mean time, do me the justice to 
believe, that I am, with the greatest sincerity 
and respect, Sir, yours, &c. 

<< (Signed) Ker, of Kersi^nd. 

" I likewise wrote to Mr. Fw^^ to use his en- 
deavours with the other (M. Ijeibnitz), to make 
no excuse nor delay : Itut being an old man, and 
not able to make long journeys, he reached not 
Hanover till three days after the King went for 
Holland. It was presumption in me to meddle 
with matters out of my province, and to use 
such freedom with his Majesty, as was necessary 
at that time, would ruin my pretences to his 
favour. But from my sincere affection for his 
person, and zeal for his glory and happiness of his 
reign, when his Majesty arrived at the Hagfue^ 
\ drew up a second memorial, and gave it to 
Baron Gortz to lay before the King, which he 
read, and promised to do it very cheerfully, 
wishing his Majesty had many such subjects that 
desired his interests more than their own; and 
when we met in England, I was to have an ac- 
count of its success/* 

^ *n '^ ^ "V ^^ 

" When his Majesty embarked for Great Bri^ 
tain, just as I was going aboard with the rest of 
the retinue. Colonel Chichester, brother to the 
JSarl of Punnagald, and Colonel Billingsly, being 
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along with me, another gentleman, who seemed 
to be one of the company, took me aside, and 
told me he came that morning to the Hague j 
but hearing we were gone to Rotterdam, for 
our last embarkation, he followed to speak with 
me, being willing to trust himself only to my 
management. 

<' He said he came from Bar le Due (Bois le 
Due) to make such discoveries as very much 
concerned the King's safety; and assured me 
that matters had gone so far in the Queen's 
reign in favour of the Pretender, that still there 
were some attempts to be made ; and if I would 
encourage him, he would fix a correspondence 
with me, and would give a fistithful account of 
every thing that should be acted against tbe'^in-^ 
terest of King George. I answered, that I could 
not then make him any promise, neither was it 
prudent in me to correspond with him, that being 
the secretary of state's province ; but as it might 
be for his Majesty's service to know what his 
enemies were doing, I told him I would receive 
his advices from time to time, and would en- 
courage him with all the supplies my private 
circumstances would allow, till such time as his 
accounts and advices proved to be of any conse- 
quence to be laid before the King; so that we 
both promised and exchanged proper directions, 
and parted. 
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<< When we came to London, Dr. Brandens- 
hagen gave me the following letter from the 
worthy Monsieur De Leibnitz, being ordered to 
deliver it with his own hand. 

" SiK, Haaoyer, October 8, 1714. 

" I had the honour of your's at VieuMa, which 
Mr. Fury deliTered to me, having made all the 
dis^tch possible ; but the bad weather, and my 
advanced age, did not permit me to arrive here 
till his Majesty was gone. 

^^ I believe he might have been found at the 
Hagite, if I had taken post ; but I was afraid he 
would have been too much crowded to have 
leisure enough to hearken to me on so weighty a 
subject, nevertheless I resolved to come to Lon* 
don, but whether with the Princess, or at some 
other time, I cannot be positive. 

<< I am glad you have discharged your duty to 
your king and country so faithfolly, having read 
a copy of the memorial you sent, with great 
pleasure. I am entirely of your opinion, and 
so was the late £lectress : I hope nothing will 
divert his Majesty from following what is so 
much for his interest, nor make him concern 
himself with the party quarrel of Whiff and 
Tory J but to employ people of merit and worth 
in his service, without respect to either ; to be 
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punctual in doing* justice to all^ and generously 
rewarding" them who deserve it. 

" Leaving, by all means, the elections of par- 
liament to the people's free choice, discouraging 
bribery, and such unsuitable practices as have 
been used in former reigns, which will produce 
an assembly of men of honour and worth, who 
will have nothing but the general good of the 
nation, and other generous things in view. 

** I both wish and hope, that our Crernum 
ministers will never offer to meddle in British 
afiairs, which would not only be very unjust in 
itself, but also very reasonably make the King 
lose the affections of his people. 

'' I shall be glad of a constant correspond^ 
ence with you : Dr. Brandenshagen, an honest 
German, will receive your letters ; and forward 
them to me under his cover; you may safely 
trust him : I wish I may hear good news from 
you, and shall always remain with great affec* 
tion and esteem, 

** Your most obedient Servant, 
" (Signed) Leibnitz. 

'^ Baron Gortz told me his Majesty had gra* 
ciously received my last memorial, and assare4 
me if I asked any thing from the King for my- 
self, I need not doubt of success j his Majesty 
having told him at Hanover, that he would take 
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particular care when he came on this side. He 
(Gortz) likewise promised to be a faithful special 
agent himself with the King to obtain my re^ 
quest ; for he said he was convinced his Majesty 
could never forget my great services : and truly 
I must be so arrogant as to believe that nobody 
else could have thought it, till once they peruse 
these memoirs. 

** Upon this proposal of Baron Gortz, I con- 
sulted some merchants in the city, who desired 
me to ask the government of Bermudas in the 
West Indies, which, if obtained, it would en- 
courage thdm to commence a trade which would 
be profitable to the whole nation, as well as to 
themselves, whereas it had hitherto been only a 
charge. 

" My friends, the merchants, easily agreed to 
all advantages I proposed, because they could have 
no such expectations, but from such a Governor 
as had been appointed by their advice. 

•^ Whereupon I drew up a petition to the 
King^ and delivered it to Baron Gortz, who re- 
ceived it with abundance of pleasure, and said, 
he was glad I had given him an opportunity to 
serve me; that he would deliver it to his Ma- 
jesty, and second it with, all his heart. 

^ I went to Baron Bemstorff, and told him 
what I bad done, not doubting to succeed, since 
I was willing to accept that government as a full 
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reoMiipeace for all my services and expences I 
had been at to serve his Majesty ; which he knew 
had been all out of my own pocket, and that my 
last voyage to Germany cost me above a thousand 
pound, besides all other charges upon many oc- 
casions. 

'' Bemstorff said he would likewise back my 
petition, for it was very just. 

'^ I was not a little surprised, when I heard 
from a German favourite of the Baron's, not 
long afterwards, that I could not succeed, unless 
I made Monsieur Robotham my friend, because 
he had such prodigious influence with Bemstorff^ 
that I could not expect success another way. 

'' I answered, not without passion, that I was 
sorry to find such practices sujSered so very easily 
among the foreign ministers, having lately g^ven 
so seasonable an advice to the contrary ; that I 
would rather want, nay, renounce all pretences 
to a post, than give one of them a farthing. The 
gentleman replied, that the Hanoverian mi- 
nisters did not look upon themselves as fo- 
reigners J ^for sure^ said he, * you cannot think 

* they are come here only to learn your language? 

< If you resolve to keep your money ^ depend upon 

< it ymi shall never have that government^ not- 

* withstanding all your pretences, which 1 know 

* are very fust and very deserving*.* 

« It is highl J probable, that those foreig;n leeches sold the 
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" And accordingly, in five days afterwards, 
that goyernnient was given to another; upon 
which, I went to Baron GaftZf who expressed 
the greatest concern for my disappointment, and 
told me Bemgtorff and Bothman were the only 
foreigners who interfered in British affairs ; and 
that he foond with sorrow it was not in his 
power to help me, though he well knew how 
much I deserved the King's fiaivour and benevo- 
lence. 

** Next time I met with Bemstorff, he looked 
with quite another air than he used to do, know- 
ing me not to be a man for their purpose*. 

*' Notwithstanding this treatment, and all 
these disappointments, my affection to his Ma- 
jesty was not the least lessened ; for I continued 
all necessary correspondence at my own expense, 



reveraion of places before the Queen was dead; since it is 
clear, no sooner did they set foot on English ground, ihKaJive 
hundred guineas was fixed as the price of the government of 
Bermudaa! The Mary Ann Clarke of that day, alias the 
Dacbees of Kendal, no doubt, had a large share of such bribes- 
—Bi 

* The cause of all Mr. Ker's misfortunes was his candour 
and honesty. Without foigetting his own interest, it is clear, he 
thought more of promoting that of his King and country : if he 
bad let those matters alone, and become the pander of Bem- 
storff, Bothman, and the King's mistresses, he might have be- 
come rich and great, and perhaps died a peer of the realm. — 
Ed. 
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with the same zeal and application as for- 
merly, and as if I had enjoyed all the tokeng 
and demonstrations of his royal bounty and fa- 
vour ; for I now confesiE^ with sorrow and shame, 
that my too forward zeal not only, rendered me 
so infatuated, that I not only spent what money 
I bad, but even borrowed large sums from others, 
to procure advices which I thought so much for 
the interest of my King and country. 

*^ In my correspondence, I was informed oi 
several material desigpas against the government, 
particularly from the gentleman I met at Rotter- 
dam, whom I encouraged with what little sup- 
plies I could afford, never doubting to. be at least 
faithfully reftinded^ Upon this gentleman's in- 
formations, I wa& likewise forosd to fix a corres- 
pondence with many places in Great jBWteiit, ta 
find how his accounts agreed with theirs, aujd 
how much they were to be depended on; for 
they related to> matters of very great importance, 
that were upon the anvil at that* time in Great 
Britain, in concert with the Court at Bar le 
Due. 

'^ Having at last got to the perfect under- 
standing of this affiair, and found it ripe for dis- 
covery, I wrote the fdlowing letter to Bem^ 
storff :— 

" Sir, London, June 7, I7i5« 

^ I think it my duty to acquaint you that 
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there are some things in agitation now aga;inst 
the government, which, in all appearance, will 
come to light very soon. There hath also, 
been some pains taken to convince me that the 
government hath nsed me very ill; and that I 
am deceived, if I expect any grateful retnm for 
my services ; and that if I go into some mea- 
sures and designs that are now forming against 
him, I may have it in my power to retrieve my 
misfortunes, by not only making my peace with 
the Pretender, but >many other advantageous 
offers, too long here td;^ trouble you withal, and 
threatening me with ruin upon refusal. 

'^ In spite of all my private resentments, which 
I may justly conceive against you know whom, 
I am entirely in his Majesty's interest, and will 
venture any thing to serve^nim, if he continues to 
believe I am any way qualified for that end. 

'' I have already engaged several persons, par- 
ticularly a clergyman, who is willing, upon en- 
couragement, to discover some private transac- 
tions of the cabal, being at the bottom of the 
whole ajffair. 

'^ I depend upon your diligence to lay this be- 
fore the King without delay, which I should 
have by no means troubled you with, had you 
not told me that his Majesty commanded me to 
make you my only confidant in every thing of 
thijs kind. Your humble Servant, 

'' Ker, of Kersland. 



HOUSB OF BRUKSWICK. 14l 

^ I gave this letter to a certain great minion 
of the Baron's^, before three other gentlemen, 
i¥ho will testify the truth upon occasion. 

'^ The Baron's friend told me afterwards, that 
he had delivered it into his own hands, but had 
no answer : I desired him to apply, and pressed 
for his commands, which he told me he had re- 
quested every day, and could never receive any 
other answer, but that he would consider of it. 

'' I was much surprised at these del ^^s in mat- 
ters of such consequence; but could find no reason 
for it, for some time. 

^ I hope no person will think me so foolish as 
to imagine that the King's chief minister of Ha- 
nover could be in the Pretender's interest ; nor 
do I charge him with it; but the reader may 
well imagine that there was some reason for if, 
which I shall lay c^n, both as to fact and opi- 
nion, in its proper place. 

<< I writ him a second letter, and sent him 
abundance of messages. At last, he vouchsafed 
this answer — ^that he had communicated the 
afiair to the Duke of Montrose, who told him 
there was nothing in what I said ; nor any com- 
motions or appearance of an insurrection, as I 
had told him. 

" Notwithstanding all this, which an ill-na- 

* This miaion was probably tbe celebrated jBoCjbiM9i.—£<f. , 
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tared man may reckon impudent or insolent 
enough, in a few days liis Majesty went to the 
House, and acquainted thein with the danger 
with which both he and the kingdom were 
threatened, and demanded the necessary supplies, 
as by the speech will appear. 

" Then Bernstorff sent a messenger, desiring me 
to go to the Lord Townshend, secretary of state, 
and lay before him what I knew of those matters ; 
but it was then too late, for the Earl of Mar was 
gone to the Highlands, and the chief men on that 
side separated *. 

" No doubt the reader will think I ought to 
have conununicated those advices first of all to 
the British ministry, who, doubtless, were the 
only proper persons to receive them ; but he must 
know, that upon the news coming to Hanover, that 
the Elector was proclaimed King and my receiving 
the medals above mentioned. Baron Bernstorff told 
me he was ordered to de^re the continuance of 
my zeal to his Majesty's person and government; 
and that, whatever I might discover of conse* 
quence for his interest, should be first of all com-^ 
municated to him, who was likewise commanded 



^ The Earl of Mar set up the standard of rebellion in favour 
of the exiled Stuarts on the dth September, iVlB ; which might 
have been prevented, if Mr. Ker*s coffiffiunicatiofl had been 
duly atteodtd to.^JS& 
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to defray all my charges upon that or any other 
account ; which I hope will be accepted as a good 
reason why I proceeded this way, though I must 
acknowledge, at the same time, it was a great 
breach of my duty, and a great prejudice done to 
my country ; but the truth is, my affection to the 
King, together with my belief that it was his 
special commands (as Bernstorff told me) made 
me both active and passive in many things I have 
since had leisure to be ashamed of, and repent. 

" But I am weary of this subject, which occa- 
sioned so much blood both in Scotland and Eng- 
land; which was in a great measure owing to 
Bernstorff 's management, and those in concert 
with him ; who, by seizing the Earl of Mar, and 
some others at that time, might have easily pre* 
veiited the rebellion, and consequently the de- 
struction of so many noble families who are now 
sufferers thereby." 

" Being thus abused and disappointed by 
Bernstorff, I ventured to follow his Majesty to 
Hanover, and so went to Holland in August; 
1716." * * * ♦ r ♦ 

^ 4t ^ ^ * ^ 

" \ arrived at Hanover in the month of Noi 
vember, 1716, on the very day the late fiatmous 
Monsieur de Leibnitz died, which plunged me 
into so much sorrow and grief, that I cannot ex* 
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press it. I shall net pretend to give the charac- 
ter of this incomparable senator, far more able 
pens have already made encomiums upon this 
truly great man, whose very meritorious fame 
toiust continue while learning or the world en- 
dures ; and therefore I shall add no more, than 
to declare, in gratitude to his memory, that he 
was so much concerned and affected with the 
hardships I suffered, that without my know- 
ledge he ordered a debt of two hundrled and 
thirty pounds, which I had contracted in Ger- 
many, to be discharged out of his own pocket. 

'' I must confess it afforded me matter of 
strange reflection, when I perceived the little 
regard that was paid to his ashes by the Hano^ 
verians; for he was buried in a few days after 
his decease, more like a robber than what he 
was, the ornament of his country. 

" When the court returned, I went to Baron 
Bemstorff with my menuyrial ; who, receiving 
me with abundance of civility, I told, he would 
therein he convinced of the services I had per- 
formed since his Majesty's accession, and that I 
would attend him very soon to know his plea« 
sure. He answered, / should he welcome as 
ofUn as I pleased, and promised to peruse it. 

*^ But before I returned, I was surprised to 
hear a gentleman say, that the memorial I had 
presented concerning the King of Sweden, had 
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fiO frustrated all nrf iia^ention, that I s&otild 
never re^seive a farthing erf my ebaf ges, much 
less for the ^rea< trouble and pains I bad tahenj 
which I should be convinced of by the Baron's 
reeeptien of me nei&t time I went to visit hinl. 

*^ Whereupon I went imnsediately, a»d sm^e 
eiMMigh i was convinced ; for I was,^ by has 
servants, forced to stand at the door till he eaimie 
oat, and so threw myself in the way^ and adsed 
him if that was the n^lcome he had promised ? 

* audi if, Sir,' said I, * this be the treatment I am 
^ to e^tpect, it is but reasemahle I should he, at least 

* reimbursed ef rw^ expenses ; /of I have served 

* his Majesty very fakhfuUy^ which I shall make 
' eyapear in proper time and phtce; th&refore, Sir^ 

* I demand my rmneyj whichj I beUe^e, by y&ur 

* means f hath been so hng wnjusily det&med from 
'me: 

♦« He said be would inform the Mm|f, miA 
g^ve me an answer the next day. 

«« Notwithstanding* all this ill usage, I was 
pirevailed upon to attend this great m(an once 
more, expecting the moiiey 1 had so justly^ 
required ; instead of which he left me abnaiptlyy 
affecting a silent disdain, which I really smiled 
at, reflecting^ u^n hi$ former obseq^iious cring- 
ing, whei^ he attended^ me^ ^i^ t&e Resent of 
tite iMdaJb whi^h his^ Maje^ hadi hon^oured me 
wiflKd, when I Was^ tiiere befoi^. 

I. 
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" I wish that my countrymen could have 
perceived what an alteration the climate and 
cash of Great Britain had made in so short a 
time ! 

" Next I waited on Baron Gortz, who was 
a gentleman of integrity and honour, and told 
him how Bemstorff had served me; which 
troubled him so much, that he tendered me his 
good offices, to persuade him' (Bemstorff) to do 
me justice ; which I told him would be to no 
purpose ; but if he pleased to tell the King I 
had occasion for some money I had disbursed in 
his service, to take me home, I would take it 
as a singular favour, and as a token of the sin* 
cere respect he always expressed for me ; being 
fully satisfied he left no stone unturned to adjust 
matters, for he was heartily ashamed of Bern- 
storff's usage; nevertheless he could obtain no 
other answer, but that all British, affairs were 
to be considered in Britain. Though in a few 
days, one of the clerks in the finances brought 
me a hundred dollars, as a present from the 
King. Soon after this I went to a Hamburg 
merchant, who readily consented to take a note 
for my passage home. 

<' The last mentioned present, with the two 
medals, is all that I have yet received for all 
my services, both at home and abroad^ though 
Bemstorff told me the former was only . given 
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tne as an earnest of his Majesty*s future favours. 
These minute particulars I should not have men* 
tioned^ had not his secretary told abundance of 
people here that« I had obtained several sums 
from his Majesty out of his Hanoverian trea- 
sury. 

^* I took my leave of that court with a firm 
resolution never to return to it again ; and from 
thence I went to the Court of Wolfembuttle^ and 
to that of Rodolf iMdowick, father to the pre- 
sent Empress: after some short stay there, I 
went from thence to Hamburg^ where I em- 
barked for England, and arrived in London, 
1717." 

* 4t * * * 

** After treating of the purchase of the Du- 
chies of Bremen and Verden, the unfortunate 
and neglected politician thus proceeds : viz. 

" I shall dwell no longer on this subject than 
to observe, that a little after this new acquisition 
to the Electorate of Hanover, there was a squa- 
dron of English men of war fitted out, and sent 
to the Baltic to straighten the Swedes, and a 
proclamation issued out, prohibiting our trade 
with them. I shall not presume to allege that 
the foreign ministers (Hanoverian) influenced 
those motions ; only there happened an accident 
at that time, which would countenance such a 
supposition, viz. some time before the prohibition 

J. 2 
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of trade with the Swedes was declaredt or oar 
I!i»ffU$h merchants knew any thing about it^ 
^mces came ffom merchants abroad^ at Am^ 
sterdam, Sfc- to buy up all the SwcdUh iron they 
conktfindf far mch a day the proclamatim wwld 
be published^ which answered exactly to the 
foreign advice, and afterwards the price of iron 
was raised almost double what it had been 
before. 

** It was thought strange at that time, and 
gave some uneasiness, that foreigners should reap 
the benefit of this, which our British merchants 
knew nothing of, HU they had bought up alt our 
iron, and the proclamation was ont; yet Ifte 
foreign me^'chants knew every step relating to 
this ajfair^ and had sufieient time to reap the 
advaiitayes arising from it.^^ 

Alluding to the two beautieSt brought over from 
Hanover by George the First, who were created 
British Peeresses, Mr. Ker writes, 

" It is well known, and worthy of obs^vation, 
that the Whigs entertained, and not without 
reasiMi, very great fears of the danger of Great 
Britain from foreign counsels; and that the 
whole nation, in a former reign, was greatly 
surprised when only one foreign lady, viz. the 
Duchess of Portsmouth, was created an EngHsk 
Peeress, thereby apprehending she possibly might 
inflttencA that Prince to &Tour foreign intera^ 
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And if one lady in those days was capable to 
raise such jealousies in the minds of Britisli 
subjects, what would ^ShaJUhury, or the other 
politicians of those times say« if tbey now ex* 
istedp Hinc ille lacrymt^! This parallel is a 
pursuit too dangerous for any living* historian | 
so that, in concert with the painter, here, I must 
draw a veil.'* 

^< ^THE SOUTH SEA BUBBLE. 

^* I come now to touch upon a vfery melancholy 
subject, which I will do briefly, with all possible 
candour and tenderness ; for to enlarge upon it, 
and give a full detail of facts, would be too 
dangerous for me, and give offence, which by all 
means I wish to avoid. 

*^ The Saath Sea scheme, and the fallacy and 
fatal consequence of the same, are too fresh in 
memory to be forgotten by any British subject j 
that there was a pernicums and ensnaring design 
to destroy and impoverish the unthinking part 
of this nation, is too plain, having appeared so 
to the parliament. 

^* It is certain that there was a secret and 
wicked design in the contrivance thereof; and 
it is as certain that there was a screen drawn 
before some gross offenders j for none were ex- 

1 
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posed and punished but the directors and serva$tts 
of the South Sea Company ; though most think- 
ing people believed they were but tools to others^ 
who were never called in question. 

" I shall not aver that any of the Hanoverians 
were in this contrivance, though many people at 
that time strongly suspected it, giving for their 
reasons that most of those people bought up 
stocks very early when it was low, and had the 
good fortune to sell out when it was eight hundred 
per cent. ; few or none of them were concerned 
in the stock when it fell. But whether this 
proceeded from any foreknowledge, or from a 
more extensive capacity than the English were 
possessed of, it is not in this place proper for 
me to determine *. 

" The torrent of corruption that inundated the 
Court when the Hanoverians alighted there. 



♦ " A parliamentary inquiry being instituted, it appeared that 
in order to procure the bill (South Sea Stock Bill), whose 
operations proved so ruinous to the nation, transfers of stock to 
an immense amount had been made to persons in high official 
authority, and that the fraudulent impositions of the company 
had been promoted by some members of the cabinet. In this 
nefarious charge were implicated Lord Sunderland, and Mr. 
Aislabie ; and both were immediately disgraced." — C. Smith's 
England,Vol. 3, p.122. 
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having infected every department of the state, 
and extending downwards from the Lord Chan* 
cellorto the pettiest officers, all manner of places, 
titles, &c. being put up to sale by the Hanove- 
rian concubines, and their male agents ; disorder 
and disgrace arrived at its height, attracted all 
eyes, and some partial reform took place, when 
Mr. Walpole, on the death of that wicked mU 
nister, the Earl of Sunderland, was placed at 
the helm of British affairs." Speaking of these 
changes, Mr. Ker observes, 

" So soon as this truly great minister (Wal- 
pole !), had it in his power to serve his country, 
he immediately, with the most prudent conduct, 
heroic British spirit, applied himself to remedy, 
and put a stop to the base encroachments I have 
mentioned j which, in all appearance, would 
soon have overflowed and destroyed, as they had 
already lessened and weakened us in the opinion 
of our neighbouring kingdoms and states. 
. " The first step he made in order to accomplish 
this great and glorious work, was to curb and 
keep within bounds the insolence of foreigners ; 
which, in a short time, through the influence of 
his wholesome counsel to the King, his master, 
he effected with a public spirit, and generous 
resolution, in such a manner, as there has been 
no need since to apply to foreigners of either 
sex for any favour at court; nor any farther 
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pcpas^iofli for tl^eir tools or brokers ; whieh, lor 
smm tiiQ<e« Ims been a very beneficial trade to 
ikm& Hi^aci spirits who would stoop to it ; thenp 
and not till then, began the British a^irs to 
tfkks qqite a different aspect fron^ what they had 
|o lately before ; then began the interest of Great 
Britain to be minded in the cabinet ; its former 
splendour to reappear ; and its power to be 
dreaded abroad. 

^^ I here solemnly protest I do not mention 
this* with any intention of flattery, of which I 
think myself incapable, but from the true prin- 
ciple of justice, and an unfeigned sense of duty, 
that every British subject; who is not biassed by 
prejudice, ought to pay to faithful ministers, 
who deserve it so well from their King and 
country. 

** A veord or two to Great Britain, and I have 
done : I humbly conceive the true way to make 
one sensible of a deliverance from danger, and 
create a due thankfulness to the authors of it, is 



* Some allowance mu«t in ju«tic^ be nade for exuUtng 
feelings which no doubt filled the bosom of Mr. Ker, when be 
saw the mercenary and insolent Coreigners, by wboae rapacity^ 
in common with his country, he had suffered ^ much, driven 
with ignominy from their posts at court; and as to his opinion 
of Walpole, the character of that man was not then fully de« 
v«tep?d.~lW. 
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to Miew the grntness^ of tlie dangler they faai* 
' by their means escaped. 

<< I believe I might have been capable to open 
a scene, that would have answered that end in 
every respect, but I desire to be excused frond 
any part that would have given offence, which 
I have carefully avoided; but every judicious 
person, that has any memory, is capaUe of 
making such observations as well, or better thaA 
I am." 

^ « * * id 

*' Now to give a t^*ue state of British afiairs, 
when Sir Robert Walpole was placed at the 
helm, which cannot be said to be till after the 
death of the Earl of Sunderland, would be too 
dangerous a subject for the pen of any private 
gentleman, who has nothing but truth, and no 
court interest to support him against the resent* 
ments he would thereby draw on himself, and 
therefore I must leave the reader to his own 

serious review.'* 

♦ * * * * 

*^ Having finished what I have to say upon 
the foregoing subjects, if I be called to an ac- 
count for it, I am ready to undergo and submit 
to the will of God ; and whatever my country 
shall determine either for or against me. / COU' 
fes$ the public would he at no loss if I were dead, 
and my memory hiried in oblivion. I have seen 
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too much of the viUany and vanity of this world 
to be longer in love with it, and own myself 
perfectly weary of it. And though with St. 
PauU I cannot wish mys£I<f accursed, yet I 
thinh I have courage enough to offer up myself 
as a sacrifice for the welfare of my country. 

*^ If I have given offence in these Memoirs, 
to any one of my own countrymen, I shall be 
sorry for it, having endeavoured their service, 
and not to disgust any of them by what I have - 
written/' 



PART V. 

FURTHER PROOFS 

OF 

CORRUPT PRACTICES 

IN THE 

COURT OF GEORGE THE FIRST. 



" Robert Walpole, Esq. bad got a patent 
for the reversion of a place in the Customs, for 
his son (Horace Walpole, then a child), which 
Robotham being informed of, told Mr. Walpole 
he was in terms of disposing of it to another for 
£1500., and would let Mr. Walpole have it for 
the same sum if he pleased : and upon Mr. Wal- 
pole's rejecting this proposal with contempt, 
Robotham resented it so, that Mr. Walpole was 
turned out of his own public post, and of all 
favour at Court, even at a time when he was 
about to execute a generous public good, to 

lessen the debts of the nation! '* 

« « 4t * * m ¥t 

" It is very well known that Mr. Bothman 
was a favourite of the Germans ; so great a one, 
that the famous architect. Sir Christopher Wren, 
who contrived the stately edifice of St. PauVs 
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church, and finished it in his own time, wbs 
turned out of his employment, as being master 
of the King's works, which he had possessed with 
great reputation ever since the Restoration, to 
make way for this favourite of foreigners : some 
time afterwards, Mr. B. fell under the displeasure 
of the House of Lords; who thereon, in 1719, 
addressed the King to remove and prosecute 
him ; and upon his Majesty's gracious answer to 
this complaint, he not only ordered the said 
Mr. B. to be removed from his employment, but 
prosecuted according to law. Whereupon none 
doubted but this gentleman was to be brought 
to justice accordingly. But though he was re- 
moved, instead of being prosecuted, he was 
presented with the wharf at Whitehall, worth 
yearly above £1500. for thirty years. * * * 
Why do not theforeigners gratify theiryjiroier- 
ites privately, so as all the world should not 
know it? Since they have so many means, even 
their privy purse in their hands ? No ! they are 
so arrogant, that a public statue must be erected, 
or monument, upbn the ruins of what ought to 
be so dear to every British subject, and their 
authority and credit proclaimed by sound of 
trumpet, to let all foreign princes know, that 
they are the only people to apply to in British 
affairs of the utmost consequence; that they 
have power enough to evade even addresses of 
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{Mrliamenty and the Kino's most gracums im* 

9W€Tm 

^< Thoie foreign gentry are not contented to 
amass immense snms from the sale of yubUe 
poBts and officeSf but also from the sale of titles 
of honour, as their brokers, running about to 
make bargains for nobility and knighthood, can 
testify ; and I doubt not to prove that they have 
leceived considerahle snms from several of onur 
rich vain glorious subjects, for patents of honour, 
which they have not yet procured, as the Ckim* 
missioners of Bankrupts who inspected Sir John 
Hi^dge^s: books, have found. 

^' Their avarice does not rest here, but extends 
to our colonies in America, where they appoint 
and continue some governors at pleasure,, not 
only exacting vast sums, but likewise receiving 
the revenues ordered by the public to support 
them, and leaving the people only to the go- 
vernors, to be fieeced at discretion, which occa- 
^tooB sa many dreadful complaints as are herein- 
Vefore motioned/' 1731. 

The impvisonment and dfeath of Mr. Ker. 

In consequence of the honest counsels given 
to Oeorge the First by^ thk unfortunate gentk- 
Qian, he incurred the hatred of the mistresses 
and &?Ottntes af that illiberal Pifince ; and their 
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malice pursued him to a prison, and almost be« 
yond the grave ! Not only did they deprive him 
of the King's favour, but his justice ; Mr. Ker 
had not only to complain of disappointed hopes, 
that depended on the faith of his King, but he 
was deprived of a debt of £3000, that he had ex- 
pended in public services to smooth the way of 
the Elector of Hanover to the crown of Great 
Britain. The Duchess of Kendal opened a nego- 
dation with Mr. Ker, which ended in an ex- 
officio prosecution; and the law has never since 
been more distorted in any case to suit political 
views, than it was in that in which that infa- 
mous woman was plaintiff. The following let- 
ters, written by Mr. Ker just before his death, 
display a melancholy picture of his feelings and 
situation, viz. : 

" TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
" My Lord, ' Kiog's Bench, 17th June, 1726. 

" In obedience to your Lordship's warrant, I 
have, with the utmost integrity, informed your 
messenger under my hand, that the printing and 
publishing my Memoirs was my own act and 
deed, and designed i^lely for my own benefit. 

" It is, my Lord, a duty every man owes him- 
self, when he is to be sacrificed to injustice, to 
defend his innocence; and if this must be my 
fate, I will do my own memory justice, even, be- 
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fore I Ae, in publishing the remainder of my 
papers. 

'' Before I committed them to the press, your 
Lordship was informed of their contents, and also 
of my intention of inscribing them to Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

" I hope your Lordship will be so good as to 
restore the fifty copies of my book taken from 
*****, who is not concerned in the afiair, 
nor any person but myself. Therefore, my 
Lord, returning you my thanks for former favours^ 
and assuring myself of an honourable and just 
treatment from your Lordship, though weak in 
mind and body, but sound in mind and memory. 

" I remain, 
'< Your Lordship's most faithful, 
" and obedient Servant, 



Ke^, of Kersland. 



♦« Postscript. 



<< I hope your Lordship, in compassion to my 
present circumstances, will not let me perish, 
when you shall consider that I have run out all 
my fortune in the service of my country, and 
his Majesty, who, I am sure, is a stranger to 
the base and dishonourable treatment I have met 
with. I beg a speedy answer. 



leO IVKOHOm (M* THIS 

^' Hi9 Lor daktp being |»leiMd to: he sdenft, firr 
days after, I transmitted the other. 
«' To my Right HoBOiiraUe Patrcm^ 
(Probably Sir Robert Walpole.) 

<• King's Bench, ^^d Jane, 1726. 

" May it plsass your Honour, 

'' I was inclined to believe (after having sig. 
nified my intentions to that .purpose), that from 
your silence, I had your ptrmifiBion for addressing 
my Memoirs to yonr Honour, as they were 
wholly intended for the service of my country. 

^* Your own conduct for the nation's interest, 
will, I doubt nott justify my integrity herein. 
But greatly have I been surprised to find a war- 
rant issued out, styling my papers seditious, and 
myself examined therein, and fifty copies of my 
book taken away, which I hope your Honour 
will cause to be returned to me. 

" Permit me. Sir, Vinder a double visitation of 

mind and body, to intreat the favour of knowing 

your pleasure, which is the only satisfaction de« 

sired by your Honour's unspeakably tffifccted 

*^ Humble Servant, 

« (Signed) Ker, of KersIa^b^/* 

Within sixteen days of the date of this letter; 
namely, on the 8th July, 1726, Mr. Ker died in 
his confinement, aged 52 years, antl was bifried 
on the north side of St. GeorgeV church-yarrf, 
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in Southwark. George the First died about a 
twelvemonth after Mr. Ker, and the Duchess of 
Kendal, his inexorable foe, driven into a forced 
retirement, and unwelcome obscurity, did not 
long survive the victim of her malice and her 
crimes. 



M 



PART VI. 



THE PRINCESS SOPHIA DOROTHEA*- 



" Geoi^ge the First, while Electoral Prince, 
had married his cousin the Princess Dorotheaf, 
only child of the Duke of Zell ; a match of con- 
venience to re-unite the dominions of the family. 
Though she was very handsome, the Prince, 
who was extremely amorous, had several mis- 
tresses ; which provocation, . and his absence in 
the army of the confederates, probably disposed 
the Princess to indulge some degree of coquetry. 
At that moment arrived at Hanover the famous 
and beautiful Count Konigsmark|, the charms of 



* From Walpole's Reminiscences. 

f '^ Her names were Sophia Dorothea ; but I call her by the 
latter, to distinguish her from the Princess Sophia, her mother- 
in-law, on whom the crown of Great Britain was settled." 

% '* Konigsmark behaved with great intrepidity, and was 
woundbd at a bull feast in Spain, See Letters from Spain of 
the Comtesse Danois, vol. ii. He was brother of the beauti- 
ful Comtesse de Konigsmark, mistress of Augustus the Second, 
King of Poland." 

1 
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whose person ought not to hare obliterated the 
memory of his vile assassination of Mr. Thynne. 
His vanity, the beauty of the Electoral Princess, 
and the neglect under which he found her, en- 
couraged his presumption to make his addresses 
to her, not covertly ; and she, though believed 
not to have transgressed her duty, did receive 
them too indiscreetly. The old Elector flamed 
at the insolence of so stigmatized a pretender, 
and ordered him to quit his dominions the next 
day. The Princess, surrounded by women too 
elosely connected with her husband, and conse* 
quently enemies of the lady they injured, was 
persuaded by them to suffer the Count to kiss 
her hand before his abrupt departure ; and he 
was actually introduced by them into her bed* 
chamber the next morning before she rose. From 
that moment he disappeared ; nor was it known 
what became of him, till on the death of George 
the First, on his son the new King's first journey 
to Hanover, some alterations in the palace be- * 
mg ordered by him, the body of Konigsmark was 
discovered under the floor of the Electoral Prin- 
cess's dressing-room ; the Count having proba- 
bly been strangled there the instant he left her, 
and his body secreted. The discovery was 
Imidied up; George the Second intrusted the 
secret to his wife, Queen Caroline, who told it to 
my father : but the King was too tender of the 

m2 
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honour of his mother to utter it to his mistress j 
nor did Lady Suffolk ever hear of it, till I in- 
formed her of it several years afterwards. The 
disappearance of the Count made his murder 
suspected, and various reports of the discovery 
of his body have of late years been spread, but 
not with the authentic circumstances. 

" The Second George loved his mother as 
much as he hated his father, and purposed, as 
was said, had the former survived, to have brought 
her over and declared her Queen Dowager*. 
Lady Suffolk has told me her surprise, on going 
to the new Queen the morning after the news 
arrived of the death of George the First, at see- 
ing hung up in the Queen's dressing-room a 
whole length of a lady in royal robes ; and in the 



• " Lady Suffolk thought he rather would have made her 
Regent of Hanover ; and she also told me, that George the 
First had offered to live again with his wife, but she refused, 
unless her pardon were asked publicly. She said what most 
affected her was the disgrace that would be brought on her 
children ; and if sj^e were only pardoned, that would qot re- 
move it. Lady Suffolk thought she was then divorced, 
though the divorce was never published ; and that the old 
Elector consented to his son's marrying the Duchess of Ken- 
dal with the left hand ; but it seems strange that George the 
First should offer to live again with his wife, and yet be di- 
vorced from hen Perhaps George the Second, to yindicat* 
his mother, supposed that offer, and her spirited refusal.'* 
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bed-chamber a half length of the same person, 
neither of which Lady Suffolk had ever seen be- 
fore. The Prince had kept them concealed, not 
daring to produce them during the life of his 
father. The whole length he probably sent to 
Hanover* ; the half length I have frequently and 
frequently seen in the library of the Princess 
Amelia, who told me it was the portrait of her 
grandmother. She bequeathed it, with the other 
pictures of her family, to her nephew, the Land- 
grave of Hesse. 

" Of the circumstances that ensued on Konigs- 
mark's disappearance I am ignorant ; nor am I 
acquainted with the laws of Germany relative to 
divorce or separation : nor do I know or suppose 



* ^^ George the Second was scrupulously exact in separating 
and keeping in each country whatever belonged to England 
or Hanover. Lady Suffolk told me, that on his accession ho 
could not find a knife, fork, and spoon of gold, which had be- 
longed to Queen Anne, and which he remembered to have 
seen here at bis first arrival. He found them at Hanover on 
his first journey thither after became to the crown, and brought 
them back to Gngland. He could not recollect much of 
greater value ; for on Queen Anne's death, and in the interval 
before the arrival of the new family, such a clearance had been 
made of her Majesty's jewels, or the new King so instantly 
distributed what he found amongst his German favourites, 
that, as Lady S. told me, Queen Caroline never obtained of 
the late Queen's jewels but one pearl necklace." 
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that despotism and pride allow the law to insist 
on much formality when a sovereign has reason 
or. a mind to get rid of his wife* Perhaps too 
niiicb dijfficulty of untying the Gordian knot of 
matrimony thrown in the way of an absolute 
Prince would be no kindness to the ladies, but 
might prompt him to use a sharper weapon, like 
that butchering husband our Henry the Eighth. 
Sovereigns, who narrow or let out the law of 
God according to their prejudices and passion, 
mould their own laws, no doubt, to the standard 
of their convenience. Genealogic purity of blood 
is the predominant folly of Germany ; and the 
code of Malta seems to have more force in the 
empire than the ten commandments. 

'' Thence was introduced that most absurd 
evasion of the indissolubility of marriage, espou* 
sals with the left hand, as if the Almighty had 
restrained his ordinance to one half of a man's 
person, and allowed a greater latitude to his left 
side than to his right, or pronounced the former 
more ignoble than the latter. The consciences 
both of princely and noble persons in Germany 
are quieted, if the more plebeian side is married 
to one who would degrade the niore illustrious 
moiety— but, as if the laws of matrimony had no 
reference to the children to be thence propagat* 
ed, the children of a left-handed alliance are not 
entitled to inherit. Shocking consequence of a 
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senseless equiyocation, that only satisfies pridoi 
not justice; and calculated for an acquittal at 
the herald's office, not at the last tribunal. 

'^ Separated the Princess Dorothea certainly 
was, and never admitted even to the nominal 
honours of her rank, being* thenceforward al*' 
ways styled Duchess of Halle. Whether divorced 
is problematic, at least to me; nor can I pro- 
nounce, as, though it was generally believed, I 
am not certain that George espoused the Duchess 
of Kendal with his left hand. As the Princess 
Dorothea died only some months before him, that 
ridiculous ceremony was scarcely deferred till 
then ; and the extreme outward devotion of the 
Duchess, who every Sunday went seven times to 
Lutheran chapels, seemed to announce a legalized 
wife. As the genuine wife was always detained 
in her husband's power, he seems not to have 
wholly dissolved their union ; for, on the ap- 
proach of the French army towards Hanover^ 
in Queen Anne's reign, the Duchess of Halle was 
sent home to her father and mother, who doated 
on their only child, and did retain her for a 
whole year, and did implore, though in vain, 
that> she might continue to reside with them. 
As her son too, George the Second, had thoughts 
of bringing her over and declaring her Queen 
Dowager, one can hardly believe that a ceremo- 
nial divorce had passed, the existence of which 
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process would have glared in the face of her 
royalty. But though German casuistry might 
allow her husband to take another wife with his 
left hand, because his legal wife had suffered her 
right hand to be kissed in bed by a gallant, even 
Westphalian or Aulic counsellors could not have 
pronounced that such a momentary adieu con- 
stituted adultery; and therefore of a formal di- 
vorce I must doubt — and therefore I must leave 
that case of conscience undecided, till future 
search into the Hanoverian chancery shall clear 
up a point of little real importance. I have said 
that the disgraced Princess died but a short time 
before the King. It is known that in Queen 
Anne's time there was much noise about French 
prophets. A female of that vocation (for we 
know from Scripture that the gift of prophecy 
is not limited to one gender) warned George the 
First to take care of his wife, as he would not 
survive her a year. That oracle was probably 
dictated to the French Deborah by the Duke and 
Duchess of Zell, who might be apprehensive lest 
the Duchess of Kendal should be tempted to 
remove entirely the obstacle to her conscientious 
union with their son-in-law. Most Germans 
are superstitious, even such as have few other 
impressions of religion. George gave such cre- 
dit to the denunciation, that on the eve of his 
last departure he took leave of his son and the 
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Princess of Wales with tears, telling fhem he 
should never see thena more. It was certainly 
his own approaching fate that melted him, not 
the thought of quitting for ever two persons he 
hated. He did sometimes so much justice to his 
son, as to say, * II est fougeux, mais il a de Thon* 

* neur.' For Queen Caroline, to his confidants 
he termed her * Cette diablesse madame la prin* 

* cesse.* 

*^ I do not know whether it was about the 
!same period, that in a tender mood he promised 
the Duchess of Kendal , that if she survived him, 
and it were possible for the departed to return 
to this world, he would make her a visit. The 
Duchess, on his death, so much expected the ac- 
complishment of that engagement, that a large 
raven, or some black fowl, flying into one of the 
windows of her villa at Isleworth, she was per- 
suaded it was the soul of her departed monarch 
so accoutred, and received and treated it with all 
the respect and tenderness of duty, till the royal 
bird or she took their last flight. 

" George the Second, no more addicted than 
his father to too much religious credulity, had 
yet implicit faith in the German notion of vam- 
pires, and has more than once been angry with 
my father for speaking irreverently of those ima- 
ginary blood-suckers. 

*^ The Duchess of Kendal, of whom I have 
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said 80 much, was, when Mademoiselle Schulem- 
bergy maid of honour to the Electress Sophia, 
mother of King George the First, and destined 
by King William and the Act of Settlement to 
succeed Queen Anne. George fell in love with 
Mademoiselle Schulemberg, though by no means 
an inviting object — so little, that one evening 
when she was in waiting behind the Electress's 
chair at a ball, the Princess Sophia, who had 
made herself mistress of the language of her fu- 
ture subjects, said in English to Mrs. Howard 
(afterwards Countess of Suffolk) then at her 
Court — ^ Look at that mawkin, and think of her 
'being my son's passion!' Mrs. Howard, who 
told me the story, protested she was terrified, for- 
getting that Mademoiselle Schulemberg did not 
understand English. 

" The younger Mademoiselle Schulemberg, 
who came over with her, and was created Coun- 
tess of Walsingham, passed for her niece ; but 
was so like to the King, that it is not very credi- 
ble that the Duchess, who had affected to pass 
for cruel, had waited for the left-handed mar- 
riage. 

'* The Duchess, under whatever denomination, 
had attained and preserved to the last her ascend- 
ant over the King : but notwithstanding that in- 
fluence, he was not more constant to her than he 
had been to his avowed wife; for another ac- 
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knowledged mistress, whom he also brought over, 
was Madame Kilmansegge, Countasis of Plaaten, 
who was created CountesRS of Darlington, and by 
whom he was indisputably father of Charlotte, 
married to Lord Viscount Howe, who was never 
publicly acknowledged as the King's daughter ; 
but Princess Amelia treated her daughter, Mrs. 
Howe*, upon that foot, and one evening when I 
was present, gave her a ring, with a small por« 
trait of Greorge the First, with a crown of dia- 
monds. 

'< Lady Darlington, whom I saw at my mo« 
ther's in my infancy, and whom I remember by 
being terrified at her enormous figure, was as 
corpulent and ample as the Duchess was long and 
emaciated. Two fierce black eyes, large and 
rolling, beneath two lofty arched eye-brows, two 
acres of cheeks spread with crimson, an ocean of 
neck that overflowed, and was not distinguished 
from the lower part of her body, and no part re- 
strained by stays ; — no wonder that a child dread- 
ed such an ogress, and that the mob of London 
were highly diverted at the importation of so un- 
common a seraglio? They were food for all the 
venom of the Jacobites ; and indeed nothing could 

• Caroline, the eldest of Lady Howe's children, had married 
a gentleman of her own name, John Howe, Esq. qf Hansilop, 
in the county of Bucks. 
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be grosser than the ribaldry that was vomited 
out in laii^poons, libels, and every channel' of 
abuse, against the Sovereign and the new Court, 
and chanted even in their hearing about the pub- 
lic streets*. On the other hand, it was not till 
the last year or two of his reign, that their 
foreign Sovereign paid the nation the compli- 
ment of taking openly an English mistress. That 
personage was Anne Brett, eldest daughter by her 
second husband of the repudiated wife of the 
Earl of Macclesfield, the unnatural mother of 
Savage the poet. 

" Miss Brett was very handsome, but dark 
enough by her eyes, complexion, and hair, for a 
Spanish beauty. Abishag was lodged in the 
palace under the eyes of Bathsheba, who seemed 
to maintain her power, as other favourite sultanas 
have done, by suffering partners in the Sove- 
reign's affections. When his Majesty should re- 
turn to England, a Countess's coronet was to have 
rewarded the young lady's compliance, and 

* '* One of the German ladies being abused by the mob, wa9 
said to have put her head out of the coach, and cried, in bad 
English — ' Good people, why you abuse us ? We come for all 

* your goods.' — * Yes, damn ye,' answered a fellow in the crowd, 

* and for all our chattels too.' I mention this, because, on the 
death of Princess Amelia, the newspapers revived the story and 
told it of her, though I had heard it threescore years before, of 
•ne of her grandfather's mistresses.' ' 
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marked her secondary rank. She might, however, 
have proved a troublesome rival, as she seemed 
so confident of the power of her charms, that, what- 
ever predominant ascendant the Duchess might 
retain, her own authority in the palace she 
thought was to yield to no one else. George the 
First, when his son, the Prince of Wales, and 
the Princess, had quitted St. James's, on their 
quarrel with him, had kept back their three 
eldest daughters, who lived with him to his 
death, even after there had outwardly been a re- 
conciliation between the King and Prince. Miss 
Brett, when the King set out, ordered a door to 
be broken out of her apartment into the royal 
gurden. Anne, the eldest of the Princesses, 
offended at that freedom, and not choosing such 
a companion in her walks, ordered the door to 
be walled up again. Miss Brett as imperiously 
reversed that command. The King died suddenly, 
and the empire of the new mistress, and her pro- 
mised coronet, vanished. She afterwards mar- 
ried Sir William Leman, and was forgotten be- 
fore her reign had transpired beyond the confines 
of Westminster!" 



PART VII. 
QUARREL 

SETWEEN 

GEORGE THE FIRST AND HIS SON, 

AFTEKWARSS 

GEORGE THE SECOND. 

(Rehted hy Walpole,) 



'* One of the most remarkable occurrences in 
the reign of George the First, was the open quar- 
rel between him and his son, the Prince of 
Wales. When the dissension originated, whether 
the Prince's attachment to his mother embittered 
his mind against his father, or whether hatred of 
his father occasioned his devotion to her, I do 
not pretend to know. I do snspect from circum- 
stances, that the hereditary enmity in the House 
of Brunswick between the parents and their 
eldest sons, dated earlier than the divisions be- 
tween the first two Georges. 

" The Princess Sophia was a woman of parts 
and great vivacity : in the earlier part of her life 
she had professed much ~ zeal for the deposed 
House of Stuart, as appeared by a letter of 
her's in print, addressed, I think, to the Cheva- 



ANECDOTES, &C. 1T5 

lier de St. George. It is natural enough for all 
Princes, who have no prospect of being benefited 
by the deposition of a crowned head, to choose to 
think royalty an indelible character. The Queen 
of Prussia, daughter of George the First, lived 
and died an avowed Jacobite. 

** The Princess Sophia, youngest child of the 
Qiieen of Bohemia, was consequently the most 
remote from any pretensions to the British 
erown*; but no sooner had King William pro- 
cured a settlement of it after Queen Anne on her 
Electoral Highness, than nobody became a 
stauneherWhig than thePrincess Sophia, nor could 
be more impatient to mount the throne of the ex- 
pelled Stuarts. 

** It is certain, that during the reign of Anne, 
the Elector George was inclined to the Tories; 
though, after his mother's death, and his own ac- 
cession, he gave himself to the i^posite party. 



* '< It 18 remarkable, that either the weak propensity of the 
Stuarts to popery, or the visible connexion between regal and 
ecclesiastical power, had such operation on many of the 
bffftBcbes of that family, who werA at a distance from the crown 
of Eogktad, t» wear which it isnecsessary to be a Protestaot, 
duit two Of tiired of the daughters of the King and Queen of 
Bohemia, though tbaiv parents had lost every thiag in the strug- 
gle betweea the two roligioiM, turned Roman Cathodes; and 
•o did ODO or moes of tfao'SOM of the Prinoesa Sophia, brothers 
of tho Pm^ssUM (wdidite, Gaof $» tlie Fifst'^ 
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But if he and his mother espoused different fac« 
tions^ Sophia found a ready partisan in her grand^ 
son^ the Electoral Prince ; and it is true, that, 
the demand made by the Prince of his writ 
of sitammons to the House of Lords as Duke of 
Cambridge, which no wonder was so offensive to 
Queen Anne, was made in concert with his 
grandmother, without the privity of the Elector 
his father. Were it certain, as was believed, 
that Bolingbroke and the Jacobites prevailed oii 
the Queen* to consent to her brother coming se- 
cretly to England, and to seeing him in her 
closet; she might have been induced to that 
step, when provoked by an attempt to force a 
distant and foreign heir upon her while still alive. 
^^ The Queen and her heiress being dead, the 
new King and his son came over in apparent 
harmony ; and on his Majesty's first visit to his 
electoral dominions, the Prince of Wales was 
even left Regent j but never being trusted after- 
wards with that dignity on like occasions, it is 
probable that the son discovered too much fond^ 

* ^^ I believe it was a fact, that the poor weak Queen, being 
disposed even to cede the crown to her brother, consulted 
Bishop Wilkins, called the Prophet, to know what would He 
the consequence of such a step. He replied, ' Madam, yon 
' would be in the Tower in a month, and dead in three«'-^This 
sentence, dictated by common sense, her Majesty took for inspiv 
ration, and dropped all thoughts of resiguing the crown." 



HOUSE OP IBfRU^SWlCK. 177 

ness for aGting- the King^ or that the* father con* 
ceived a jealousy of his havitig done so. Sure it 
is, that oh the King's return, great divisions 
arose in the Court; aiid the Whigs were divided 
— some devoting themselves to the Weso'er of fhfc 
Crown, and others to the expectant. I shall not 
enter into the detail of those squabbles, of Which 
I am but superficially informed. The predomi- 
nant ministers were the Earls of Sunderland and 
Stanhope. The brothers-in-law, the Viscount 
Townshend, and Mr. Robert Watpole, adhered 
to the Prince. Lord Sunderland is said to have 
too much resembled, as a politician, the Earl his 
father, who was so principal an actor in the reign 
of James the Second, and in bringing about the 
revolution. Between the Earl in question and 
the Prince of Wales grew mortal antipathy ; of 
which an anecdote, told me by my father himself, 
will leave no doubt. When a reconciliation had 
he^n patched up between the two Courts, and my 
lather became first Lord of the Treasury a second 
time. Lord Sunderland in a t^te-^-t^te with him, 
sietid, ' Well, Mr. Walpole, we have settled mat- 
-* ters for the present; but we must think whom 
' we will have next,' (meaning in case of the 
King's demise). Walpole replied, * Your lord- 
* ship may think as you please, but my part is 
' taken ;' meaning to support the established set- 
tlement. 

N 
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'' Earl Stanhope was a man of strong and vio* 
lent passions, and had dedicated himself to the 
army ; and was so far from thinking of any other 
line, that when Walpde, who first suggested the 
idteof appointing him Secretary of State, pro- 
posed it tio him, he flew into a forious rage, and 
wa$^on the point of a downright quarrel, looking 
on himself as totally unqualified for the po5t, and 
suspecting it for a plan of mocking him. He 
died in one of those tempestuous sallies, being 
pushed in the House of Lords on the explosion of 
the South Sea scheme. That iniquitous afair, 
which Walpole had early exposed, and to ve^ 
medy the mischiefs of which he alone was deemed 
adequate, h^d replaced him at the head of affiiirs, 
and obliged Sunderland to submit to be Only a 
coadjutor of the ^.dministraticNQ. 

" The yqunger Craggs*, a showy vapetaring 
man, had bq^n brought forward by the minii^tj^rs 
to oppose Walpole; but wa^ soon reduced to beg 
his assistance on onef of their ways and m^BS. 
Craggs eaught Ihs death by calling at>the gate of 
{ia^y Mi^rch J, who was ill of the snmll pox; 
and Mng told so by th^ porter, went hom^ di- 

* ^' James Cfaggs, jun. buried in Westminster Abbey, with 
an epit^pK by Pope." 
f V I think it was the sixpeniiy tax on offices/' 
t '' Sarah Cadogan, afterwards Duchess of Richmond/' 
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rectly, fell ill of the sume distemper, and died. 
His father, the elder Craggs, whose very gpod 
sense Sir R. Walpole very much admired, soon 
followed his. son, and his sudden d^th was im«> 
puted to grief; bat having been deeply, dipped 
in the iniquities of the. South Sea, and wishing 
to prevent confiscation, and save his ilUacquired 
wealth for his daughters, there was no doubt of 
his having dispatched himself* When his deatl^ 
was divulged. Sir R4;^b^ owned that the tmr 
hsLffy man had in an oblique manner hinted hi^ 
resolution to him* 

** The reconciliation of the royal &mily w«s so 
little cordial, that I question whether the Prinw 
did not resmt Sir Robert Walpole's return to the 
King's service* 

" Yet had Walpole defeated a plan of Sjunder^ 
land's, that would in futurity have exceedingly 
hampered the successor, as it was calculated to 
do; nor do I affect to ascribe Sir Robert's victory 
directly to zeal for the Prince, personal and just 
views prompted his (Opposition; and the Com- 
moners of England were not less indebted to him 
than the Prince. Sunderland bad devised a bill 
to restrain the crown from ever adding above sis 
peers to a number limited*. The actual Peers 

♦ « Queen Anne's creation of twelve peers st once, t« obuia a 

majority in the House of Lords, qlEiM sa optsnabls pita f^ 

the restrictioQ.'' 

N2 
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werie fat from disliking the measilre : but Wal- 
pole, taking firiB/ iHsfaMly communicated his 
dissaticrfactiofi to all the g wilt, Commoners, who 
ihight for ever be excluded Irom the peerage; He 
hpdae, he wrote,^ hepersuadedyso that the bill was 
leejected by the ComUions' with disdain^ after it 
4ad passed th^ House of Lords. 
^ ** But the hatred of sonde of the jutito^afc Court 
9^ gone ferther, horridly farther. ^On the'dieath 
of George the ^»sf ^' Queen^ Caroline fomid' in his 
cabinet a proposal of cthei Earl Berkeley*, 'tJien, 
I think, first Lord of the Admiralty, to seisa^ the 
Prince of «Wale§, anfl convey him to America, 
whenfce he shotildnever b€f heaM of indre. This 
dkestable ptofeet, copied probably from thiadZari 
of Falmouth's offer to Charles the Second*, with 
regeitd 1;o his ^ueen, was in the hand-writing of 
dharles Stanhope, elder ^brother of the: Earl of 
jfairringtdnt ; ^^d' so deep was the impression 
deserV<iBd1y made On the mind of George the Se*- 
tJOttrf by that abdminabl^ paper^ that all the^ fe^ 
•vour* of Ti{>rd Harrington, i^hen SeeretaDy of 
#tate,- could nevi«r obtain the smallest booa to Im 
brother;- though 1)i!it the Subordinate transcriber. 
^6tge th^' First ^ wasr too humane to lisben to 

• ^^^"^ X ■ , ft ^' ^ --■-•■ . '-• . - ■• } 

# ..Ti^'lJj^pifil.^kdej^i.Earl of fierkelej, Knight of the Gajter> 
+ " William Stanhope, first Earl of Harrington of that family.'* 



tmch aa atrocious deed. 1% was itet yei^ kind to 
the conspirators to leave snch an instrament be- 
hind him ; — and if virtue an^ conspienoQ wiH not 
check bold, bad men from paying*^ court by 4e- 
testable oifers, the King's carelesspess or indif- 
fer^Qce in such an instance, ought to warn thepji 
: of the little gratitude that such ftmcibiinatioi^ can 
inspire or expect. 

** Among those who had preferred the service 
of the King to that of the heir apparenlt, was 
the Duke of Newcastle*; who, having married 
his sister tp Lord Ibwns^end, both his Royal 
Highness and the Viscount Jbad expected, would 
have adhered to that connexion — and neither 
Ibrgave his desertion. I am aware of the de- 
sultory manner in which I have told nay story, 
baying mentioned the reconciliation of the King 
and Prince, before I have given any laccount^f 
their public rupture* 

" The chain of my thoughts led me into the 
preceding details, and, if I do not flatter myself, 
will have let you into the motives pf my dramatis 
p^sonoe, better than if J had more exactly pb- 



* " Thomas Holies Pelham, Duke of Newcastle, Lord Cham- 
berlain, then Secretary ot State, and lastly first Lord of the 
Tre^ury under George the Second ; the same King to whom 
be » had been so obnoxious in the preceding retgn. He Was 
obliged by Qeorge the Third to resign his post." 
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seated chronology ; and as I am not writing a , 
regular tragedy, and profess but to relate facts 
as I recollect them ; or (if yoii will allow me 
to imitate French writers of tragedy), may I 
not plead that I have unfolded my piece as they 
do, by introducing two courtiers to acquaint one 
another, and by bricok the audience, with what 
had passed in the penetralia before the tragedy 
commences? 

" The exordium thus duly prepared, you must 
suppose, ladies, that the second act opens with a 
royal christening. The Princess of Wales had 
been delivered of a second son. . The Prince had 
intended his uncle, the Duke of York, Bishop of 
Osnaburg, should, with his Majesty, be god- 
fathers. 

*' Nothing could equal the indignation of his 
Royal Highness, when the King named the 
Duke of Newcastle for second sponsor, and would 
hear of no other. The christening took place as 
usual in the Princess's bed-chamber. 

'' Lady .Suffolk, then in waiting as woman of 
the bed-chamber, and of most accurate memory, 
painted the scene to me exactly. 

** On one side of the bed stood the godfathers 
and godmother; on the other side the Prince 
and the Princess's ladies. No sooner had the 
Bishop closed the ceremony, than the Prince, 
crossing the feet of the bed in a rage, stepped 
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up to the Duke of Newcastle, and holding up his 
hftnd and fore«finger in a menacing attitude, 
said, * You are a rascal, but I shall find yoii ;* 
meaning, in broken English, * I shall find a time 
to be revenged^/ 

** * What was my astonishment,' continued 
Lady Suffolk, ' when going to the Princess's 
apartment the next morning, the yeomen in the 
guard chamber pointed their halberds at my 
breast, and told me I must not pass! I urged 
that it was my duty to attend the Princess. 
They said, No matter, I must not pass that 
way!' 

** In one word, the King had been so pro- 
voked at the Prince's outrage in his presence, 
that it had been determined to inflict a still 
greater insult on his Royal Highness. His 
threat to the Duke was pretended to be under- 
stood as a challenge ; and to prevent a duel, he 



* Horace Walpole could never forgive the oppositioa his 
father, Sir Robert Walpole, experienced from the Prince, who 
was the principal cause of his fall in 1742. This celebrated 
writer had not magnanimity to do justice to a political enemy; 
on the contrary, he omitted no opportunity of aspersing his 
motives, and holding his character up to the sicorn of posterity, 
as an undutiful son, a bad father, and a false friend. With 
all his faults, he was a far better patriot than the elegiuit 
trifler who has so mercilessly assailed his memory in these 
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had actually been put under arrert ^ as if a 
Prince of Wales could stoop to fight with.ia 
subjedt. The arrei^t wais soon taken off; hut at 
mglit ike Prince and Princess were ordered to 
leave the palace, and retired to the house of h^ 
chamberlain, the Earl of Grantham^ in Albe- 
marle Street," 



PART VIII. 



.,, . . . . 



GEORGE THE FIRST, 



AND 



HIS COURT *. 



"Although the Elector of Hanover had 
long been in view of the British throne, he 
•received the news of his accession with little 
emotion, and without betraying the least impa- 
tience to take possession of the vacant throne. 

" George the First was the son of Princess 
Sophia, who had lately died in the 85th year of 
her age : a woman of talents and ambition, who 
had cultivated an intimacy with many English 
persons of distinction, and by the elegance and 
• amenity of her nianners, had inspired in them 
sentiments of respect and' attachment. George 
the First possessed a sound understanding, little 
improved by study; he was a stranger to the 
'fine arts, and for polite literature felt only im- 
differenceand'contempt. He spoke English ill, 
and with reluetaace; neithei' his figure nor his 

^ -i \ \^ ^ ^.:— ! — -^ ^^-1- 

' * I^BfiAi'^ Histbry of E^gUnd. 
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countenance was prepossessing ; his stature was 
low, his features coarse, his aspect dull and 
placid. His wife, the Princess of Zell, was still 
living ; but having incurred suspicions injurious 
to her husband^s honour, had long been pro- 
scribed the Electoral Court, and lived in cap- 
tivity rather than retirement, under the name 
of the Duchess of Halle. The Electoral Prince 
(afterwards George the Second), now become 
Prince of Wales, possessed some advantages over 
bis father: though remarkably short, he was 
well proportioned, and had rather a pleasing 
countenance: he spoke English, but, as Lord 
Orfwd observes, with the bluff Westphalian 
accent/* 

^ ^ ^ « 'Ht ^ 

** The importation of the German Court occa- 
sioned much amusement to the public. The 
King (George the First), had selected for his 
favourite mistress, one of his mother*s maids of 
hMour, Mademoiselle Schuylemberg, known in 
England as Duchess of Kendal." 

^^ The Duchess was a grave, decorous cha- 
facter, strongly addicted to superstition ; and so 
stridt in her observance of puUitf worship, that 
she attended a Lutheran chapel seven times 
every Sunday ! In her person she was the re* 
verse of his Majesty^ being taU^ lean, an4 iU* 
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ftivoaih^* ' Bven in her youths the hom^linets of 
her featares attracted notiee, and the Electress 
Sophia ridiculed (to use her own words), the 
' rnalUn,' so much distinguished by her son* ^ 

** The absence of female charms was not sup^ 
plied to the Duchess by any extraordinary 
mental endowments ; she possessed neither wit 
nor animation, and was as destitute of information 
as of elegance. 

^' Her rapacity for peculation was inextin- 
guishable ; her soul was completely venal ; and 
it was said of her, that she would have sold ibsk 
King's honour for a shilling. 

*^ Subservient to the Duchess, was the Countess 
of Darlington^, whose remains of beauty were 
yet discernible through the unsightly disguise of 
enormous corpulence. Like the Duchess, she 
possessed no quality so eminently as avarice; 
but her influence being less operative, her vena^ 
li^y was not equally notorious. In addition to 
ihese ladks^ the King was attended by fhrm 
Hanoverian ixmfidemtSy namely, Boihman, Bem^ 
storfF, and Robotham, all men of more cunAing 



* This infamous woman was the sister of Countess Von 
Plaaten, the wife of the chief minister of the SlectOT Ernest 
Augustus ; PlaaUiCM wife was the Elector^s favourite mistress ; 
vMM the tMtet served as miitiess to the iK>n! Such wa» the 
Court of Hauo^c !! I^JSfL 



than oiapacity, actuated solely hf m^eenary 
motives, and attracted only to selfish objects* 
There were two humbler favotu-ites.^; the two 
Turkish pages, Mahomet and Muctopha, who 
purticipated in his confidence, and occasionally 
influenced his councils, and consequently made 
a perquisite of their master's favour. 

^< The secret passion of the King's mind was 
an attachment to the principality of Hanover, 
which had but lately been made an Electoral 
fief of the empire : and for whose agg^ndize- 
ment he was apt to overlook the interests of his 
new subjects. The Court was altogether ybrei^ 
to the English people. It exhibited neither the 
vivacity of Charles the Second, nor the elegance 
of Louis the . Fourteenlji ; and was as remote 
from- the dignified decorum of William and 
Mary, as from the eog^^ng a£&ibility introduced 
by Anne. A dull mechlinical etiquette banished 
gaiety, and took place of {Pleasure. The King 
was fmd anfy of such ammements ms (^end^d 
the fMre delkate taste of his subfects.'' 



* ** These were prisoners taken by Prince Charles, brother to 
George the First, in the Austrian war against the Turks: 
Charles himself, the friend and confidant of Oonnt Konigs- 
mark, soon afterwards fell in battle in Hungary." 
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** At vtn early epoch of the prdseat. reign 
(G^rgne the First), the. mttoal ayersioD of the 
King add Prince of Wales^ was apparent : dur- 
ing his Ma|est/s first visiit to Hanoyer, the 
administration had been intrusted to iths Prince, 
who, by his judicioue^ conduct, having acquired 
general -esteem and afiection^ became the object 
of his iather*s jealvnsjf^ and aUiorrencel He faa4 
evkt been hostile Withe Prineess (Garoliiie), 
whose talents He both feared and detested: .from 
this moment he regarded his>8on, fbriwhoni.he 
never felt affection, with the most unilatttJrai 

and inveterate hatred.'* 

^ « * « ^ « « 

" Sach was the Kiug's invincible antipathy 
towards* his son, thai he is even aiS^rmed to have 
entered into intrigues for his exclusion from the 
throne ; and we have the evidence of Mr. Coie 
and the late Lord Orford for believing that after 
his deaths certain papers were found in his 
cabinet, containing the: rough draught of a plan 
submitted to his exUmination, for conveying the 
Prince' to the plantations. The difficulties with 
which this plan was pregnant, have given the 
relation an air of improbability, which' renders 

itsqsarcely credible.*' 

♦ * * . * , * * * 

* . *) * * * * :•* <* 

* ' * « * * * * 
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''With these pleasing prospects before him, the 
King once more embarked for his Electcnral do- 
minions ; but on his jouriiey from Delden, he 
mriis seized with a kind of lethargic paralysis, 
and immediately apprehending his danger, he 
exdatmed, in FVeUch, '' It is all aver mth Me.*' 
He manifested ndnch soliKiitude to reach Heren- 
haiiisen ; but before he had arrived at Osnaburg, 
sunk into a state of insensibility, and on the 11th 
of June, 1727, he iexpired in that city, in the 
sixty-<sixth yeair of his age^ and thirteenth of his 
reign* 



* ConceroiDg tbe prediction that related to the Princess's 
death, and that of Cj^rge the first, her husband, Lockhart, 
with all' nianner of gra^ty, tells Ae following eztraofdinary 
story: — 

' *^ The 'drciunstanced of King George's death are terrible, 
and worth the l^nowledge of all our friends. They are kept 
concealed as much as possible even in Germany, so, probably, 
will be a secret both in England and FVance. What was told 
me lately, by a person of superior rank, and of great esteem itf 
these parts, I had h#aid imperfectly before, from a lady of 
quality. It sotms, wb^ti the late £leetres9 (Sophia Dorothea) 
was dangeroiuily ill pf her hfi% sickjaess, she delivered to a 
faithful friend a, letter to hor husband,, upon a promise that it 
should be given into his own hand. It contained a protesta- 
tion of her innocence, a reproach for his hard usage afftd" uti- 
just treatment, and concluded with a summons or citation to 
ber husband, to appear within a year and a day at the Divine 
tribunal, and there to answer for the long and many injuries 
ihf bad reeaived from him. As this letter could not, with 
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*' George the First wa$ a Prince of ao extra^ 
ordinary depth pr acuteneas of imderstanding : 
he possessed good sense, and his conduct was 
commonly submitted to its dictates ; hi» cbarac? 
ter was radically coar^, and wholly uasuac^ti* 
Me of grace, delicacy, or r^fioevient : his pa«,T 
sions, when roused, were violent, and they wer0 
neither associated with generous sympathies, nor 
ennobled by magnanimous seutiments* By his 
conduct to his unhappy wife, he manifested a 
vindictive spirit, and a brutal insensibility :to 
the feeling» of compassion, or the daiwi of ju^ 
tica. His malignant antipathy to bis son (Oeoi^e 



9aftty to the bearer, be deliveiei in Begkad or HflDcrrer-Hk 
was given to him ia bis coach oa the road. .|Ie opened ii 
immediately, supposing it came from Haoorer. He wa3 so 
struck with the unexpected contents, and his fatal citation, 
that his convulsions and apoplexy came fast upon him. After 
being blooded, his mouth turned awry, and then they pro- 
posed to drive off to a nearer place than Oanaburg ; but he 
«gned twice or thrice with hia hand to go on, and that was 
the only maiik of aenae he evinced^ This is np^secret among 
the Catholics in Gennany -^ but the PrqtestiMits hus^ it as much 
as they can."-- H(i\ggV Japofri<< Belm^ p. Wd. 

"The Sow's Tail to Qeordie, LV."— *^Come ye fro^j 
France, UII."— " The wee wee German. Wtdie, Li"— 
"The Ringing o't, WL"— AjwI Daa»y mor«f, toqw teem with 
the imputed vices of the Hanoveriftn Coxkvi^-^floggU Jam: 
hite Relics. 
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the Second) betrayed a cstlfousness of faieart, re- 
volting to nature, and a groveling* suspicion, 
disgraoeiul to a manly character. His admi- 
nistration wais cdnamonly judicious, regulated by 
the habitual apathy of his temper, which was 
only animated when some extraordinary object 
became predominant.'* * * - . * 

* • *• * * * , ^it . * 

' ** His persevering solicitude to obtain the in- 
vestiture of Bremen and Verdeii, must ever be 
considered as the puerile vagaries of dotage ra- 
ther than the suggestions of sound and liberal 
policy.' Amongst the personal qualities of this 
Prince should be included his habits of order 
and regularity, and his strict attention to econo- 
my : but though frugal in his expenditures, he 
connived at the profligate venality of his fa- 
vourites ; and the immense debts repeatedly ac- 
cumulated on the civil list,*reflected little credit 

on his discretion or integrity*/' 

* # . ♦ « ^ « ^ 



* «' The Duchess of Kendal, the faithful companion of 
C^rge the First, was on her joilrney from Delden, -when the 
courier arrived from Osnaburg with 'the fatal news of the 
King's death. Her grief was violent, and ^probably sincere: 
the Duchess, tbo- sensible that her importance must expire 
with the King's xeign, dismissed her ladies, and proceeded 
privately to Brunswick, where she solemnly indulged her sor- 
rows in retirement." 
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" I l)elieve you will not be sorry to exchange 
the consideration of treaties and negoeiations, 
for the interesting memoirs of an amiable, an 
unfortunate, and much injured woman — Serbia 
Dorothea, of Zell, wife of George the First, 
who died in confinement, in 1725. Her death 
was announced to the Court of St. J^ames*s, as 
that of the Duchess Dowager ef Hanover : no 
notice was taken of the event, and a cloud of 
mystery still hung over her memory and her 
fame; but time has redeemed both from ob- 
loquy ; and this Princess, whose fate was long 
involved in impenetrable obscurity, is now the 
object of respectful commiseration. 

** Sophia Dorothea, the only child of Williste, 
Duke of Zell, and Eleanor ctElmierSf wal 
married at sixteen to George Lewis, then Elec-* 
toral Prince of Hanover, afterwards George th^ 
First. Possessing many personal and mental 
endowments, she might have attached any man 
whose character was su/ficiently refined to have 
appreciated her rare endonnnents : such was not 
the Prince (her husband), who, abandoning 
his beautiful wife and two children, aolaqed 
himself with the society of a mistress more cqu^ 
genial to his temper and taste. The eonduct of 
Sc|ihia waa still unUeipiished^-^nor could envy 
sully her reputation with a single reproach, 
till the arrival of Count Konigsmark ip. Ha- 
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nover, during the absence of her neglectful con- 
sort. This Count was brother to the celebrated 
beauty of that name, so long the object of fond 
attachment to Augustus, Elector of Saxony, 
eventually King of Poland*. Nature had been 
scarcely less liberal to his person, than to that 
of his accomplished sister ; and previous to So- 
pl^ia's marriage, he had avowed for her a p^- 
sion, of which she had not be^n insensible. On 
the renewal of their acquaintance, he resumed 
those attentions, which were still remembered 
with too much tenderness ; and from the vanity 
prevalent in the Count's character, he was 
readily disposed to promise himself complete 
success: and the evident plea^iure which the. 
princess found in his company, induced the 
court to believe that his presumptuous hopes 
were not ill-founded. Ernest Augustus, the 
reigning Elector, was soon apprized of the 
attachment between the Count and his daughter- 
in-law ; and so instigated by the malicious mis- 



• This colossal voluptuary was one of the most depraved of 
mankind, as respected his amours. He spared no means to 
satisfy his libidinous inclinations: his own sister became one 
of his concubines ; and the infamy of his principles was fully 
proved, by his having first tempted, and then betrayed Count 
Konigsmark's indiscreet allusions at his table,.- to the Elector 
of Hanover, — Ed. 
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reptesentations of his own mistress, the Countess 
of Staten (Plaaten), he caused the lovers to be 
closely watched j and one night, as the €ount 
was returning from the palace, he was assassinat- 
ed, in the presence of the Elector. Sophia 
was arrested, and the relation of her supposed 
infidelity transmitted to her husband, who not 
unwillingly admitted her guilt, and left her^o 
the mercy of his implacable father. In vain 
did Sophia reiterate her protestations of her 
innocence: no direct proofs could be produced 
against her; but such unfavourable circumstances 
had occurred, as were capable of any interpreta^ 
tion, which might be suggested by malice, or 
adopted by prejudice. She was alone, in a 
profligate court, where virtue had no advocate, 
and misfortune no friend. Her conduct was 
examined only by her adversaries, from whom 
no compassion was to be expected, no justice 
obtained. The Ecclesiastical court (of Ha- 
nover) granted* her husband a divorce; and 
sentence of imprisonment was pronounced 
against her. Sophia was hurried from the 



• Mrs. Smith forgot she was writing of a country where 

the most unqualified despotism prevailed : where the will of 

the sovereign formed or destroyed the law ; and where the 

clergy were as servile and abject, as their prince was rude and 

vicious. — Ed. 

o2 
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palace to the dreary castle of Aller» in the 
duchy of Zell. In agg^vation of her afflic* 
tions, it appears probable that the artful emis^*- 
saries of Ernest Augustus, had even impressed 
her father*s mind with an opinion of her guilt. 
No efiwts were made for her emandpation* no 
period was assigned for her captivity^ Undtr 
this dreadffd dereUction of friends^ relatives, 
and connexions'^^ Sophia*s mind collected all 
its strengfthy and enabled her to support, with 
magnanimous fortitude, a fate of unexampled 
rigouTe Her deportment was ever digfnified 
and mild ; her meekness was ennobled by bene- 
volence; her resignation fortified by piety; 
every week she received the sacrammit, con- 
stantly protesting her innocence: of her inno- 
cence, however, none would venture to speak 
during her husband's life; but after his death 
it was discovered that she had been the victim 
of the Countess of Plaaten, and the imprudence 
of Count Konigsmark. 

'^ George the Second, who adored his mother*s 



* V the dates of the publications did not prove their age, 
any ordinary reader, perasiog these traits of brutality on the 
part of the husband, and of suffering on the part of the wife^ 
might readily suppose they were sinilies and allusions, beariog 
upon living characters and passing events. — Ei. 
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metnory, once crossed the river Aller*, which 
flowed close to the castle: but Sophia had not 
the consolation to embrace her son : the Prince 
was discovered, and all access denied by the 
attendants. It was the firm persuasion of this 
Prince, that his mother had been unjustly as- 
persed; and his constant intention, whenever 
he should succeed to the crown, to do her jus- 
tice. Of this satisfaction he was disappointed 
by her death : but he ever cherished the most 
filial sentiments of affection for her memory.'* 

* * * ♦ ♦ 4( ' ♦ 

** It is probable that the King received the news 
of his wife's death with some feelings of conoi- 
punction and remorse. It has been pretended 
that he was not without superstitious presages 
of his own impending dissolution ; 'having been 
assured by a female seer that he should not long 
survive his wife f. Such superstition as this was 
not singular in that age; it was a common fea^ 
ture of resemblance between the highest and 
lowest individuals of society. 



* This anecdote is indistinctly giren ; which is a pity, it 
being so yery interesting. If it happened at all, it was, in all 
probability, before the accession of the ruthless man to the 
throne of England.— £d. 

f Perhaps this was a humane device of some compassionate 
woman, to save the life of his lovely and unhappy consort — 
Ed. 
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** The fanciful speculations of judicial astrolo- 
gers had still some defenders among^ the learn- 
ed : and sorcery was a crime to which the vulgar 
attached ideas of terror and abhorrence/* 



PART IX. 



SOME ACCOUNT 

OP 

FREDERICK PRINCE OF WALES, 

FATHER OP HIS LATE MAJEVIT, GEORGE TBE THIRD')'. 



The Prince remained a bachelor for some 
years. He lived a quiet English life, and 
was not unobservant of the politics of the 
day. The King and Queen Caroline generally 
passed the summer months at Richmond; and 
the Prince, who admired the scenery in that 
vicinity, in the year 1730, took a long lease of 
Kew House, frcnn the Capel family, the fee of 
which was many years afterwards purchased 
from the Countess Dowager of Essex, by George 
the Third. Here he began those pleasure 



* The substance of the following memoir of Prince Frederick 
is principally taken from the Anecdotes of George the Third, 
Ills Court, and Family. 

1 
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gprounds, which were not completed until after 
his demise, by the Princess Dowager; and since 
increased in size by their union with Richmond 
Gardens. 

That the Prince, even at this early period, 
was not inattentite to public affiiirs, is prov- 
ed by an anecdote, which states, that from 
various causes, at the beginning of his father^s 
reign, the money appropriated for the pay- 
ment of the royal household expences, and 
servants* wages,^ was made use of for other 
purposes; till by degrees, instead of being paid 
punctually every quarter, they at last became 
two years in arrear; the consequences of which 
were, that many persons being obliged to bor- 
row at very large premiums, were entirely ruin- 
ed; others were in continual danger of being 
thrown into prison; while the King himself 
wa« a^ved with the wqrst of every thing ! 

One day at dinner, the King eom-* 
plaining to the Prince of the badness of the 
provisions, his Royal Highness caught at 
the opportunity, and acquainted the Monarch 
with the distressed situation of his tradesmen 
and domestics; adding, that if his Majesty 
should die, they would certainly lose all that 
was due to them. The King was astonished, 
and expressed equal concern, surprise and anger; 
and instantly spoke to Sir Robert Walpole, then 
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prime oftinister, on the jsabjecti insisting tlmi 
a speedy method should be taken to clearoff the 
whole of the arreans. . The conseqaence of this 
was, Walpole brought a bill into Parliament for 
making good the deficiencies of the civil list ; 
soon after which all the arrears were paid, and a 
system adopted, by means of which regular pay«- 
ments always took place, at the close of each 
quarter; so that on the royal demise tbeeur^ 
rent debts were only of a trifling amount during 
the broken quarter. 

Even at this early period, the Prince was 
looked up to as a patron of literature; and in 
1732, Tindal having dedicated to him his edi^ 
tioxk of Rapin, his Royal Highness sent that 
gentleman a gold medal, worth forty guineas, 
as a mark of distinction and of future favoun 

It has been said that the manner of the great 
Duke of Marlborough was so engaging, tiiat he 
made as many friends by refusing fkvours as by 
granting them ; how far . this was applicable to 
the parent of our revered monarch, m^y be in^^ 
ferred from the following anecdote : 

A clause relative to the Quakers, in the Tith- 
ing Bill, being in agitation in the House of ^ 
Commons, in 1735, a deputation from them 
waited on his Royal Highness, to solicit his 
interest in favour of that clause. His answer 
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was every way worthy of his high character : 

* That, as a friend to liberty in general, and 
' toleration in particular, he wished that they 

* might meet with all proper fetvouf j but, for 

* himself, he never gave his vote in parliament, 

* and it did not become his station to influence 

* his friends, or direct his servants ; to leave them 
i* entirely to their own conscience and under- 

* standing, was a rule he had hitherto prescrib- 
^ ed to himself, and purposed through his whole 
' life to observe.' 

Andrew Pitt, the person who spoke in the 
name of the body, made the following reply, 
which was not less remarkable : ' May it please 
^ the Prince of Wales, I am greatly affected trith 

* thy excellent notions of liberty ; and am more 

* pleased with thy answer, than if thou hadst 

* granted to us our request.* 

It has been reported that the Prince, about 
this time of his life, did not disdain to be an 
author ; and Seward, in his Anecdotes, has as- 
serted that he was a great reader of French Me- 
moirs, and actually wrote the ' History of Prince 
Titi,* in imitation of them. Not however trust- 
ing to his own critical knowledge of the English 
language, he gave ittoRa:lph,the historian, to cor- 
rect; but that gentleman died before the comple- 
tion of his task, and this book being found amongst 
his papers by one of his executors, was printed in 



1736; a copy a|^)eared in Paris the mine year« 
bat some think the French really was the ori* 
ginal. 

^' The Prince's ution with the Princess Au- 
gusta of Saxe*Gotha, born in 1719, took place in 
1736; the particulars of which may serve as an 
illustration of the times. 

" Her Highness arrived in the William and 
Mary yacht at Greenwich, on Sunday, April 25, 
1736, and landing at the Hospital, was conducted 
in one of his Majesty's coaches, by Lord De- 
lawar, to the Queen's house in the park,' amidst 
the acclamations of thousands of spectators. Her 
Highness seemed highly delighted with the joy 
the people expressed at her arrival, and had the 
goodness to shew herself for above half an hour 
from the gallery towards the park. 

" The Prince of Wales came to pay her a visit; 
and their Majesties, the Duke, and Princesses, 
sent their compliments. Monday, 26th. — The 
Prince of Wales 4ined with her Highness at 
Greenwich, in one of the rooms towards the park, 
the windows being thrown open, to oblige the 
curiosity of the people. .His Royal Highness 
afterwards gave her the diversion of passing on 
the water as far as the Tower and back again, in 
his boj^ge, finely adorned, and precedibd by a cop- 
cert of. music. .The ships saluted their High- 
nesses all the way they passed, and hung out 
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.their tttstmrntrs and coloars, mad the rivet* wns 
covered with hMts* Their Highnesseis afterwards 
sapped in public. Tuesday, 27th. — Her Highness 
^ame in his Majesty's coach from Greenwich to 
Lambeth, crossed the water at Lambeth, and was 
brought in the Queen's chair, from Whitehall to 
St. James's, where was a numerous and splendid 
court beyond expression. 

*' The Prince of Wales received her at* the 
gatden^oor j and upon her sinking on her knee 
to kiss his hand, he affectionately raised her up, 
and twice saluted her* His Royal Highness led 
her up stairs to their Majesties' apartments^ wheHB 
presenting h^ to the King, her Highness fell on 
her knee to kiss his hand, but was gendy taketi 
up and saluted by him. 

'* Her Highness was then pi^esented to the Queen 
in like manner, and afterwards to the Duke and 
Princesses, wIk) eongratulated her ^n her arrival. 
Her Highness dined with the Prince of Wales 
mid the Prin^emes* At eight the proeession to 
dbe chapel eomqdenced^ and the joining of hands 
was proclaimed to the people by firing guns. Her 
Highness was in her hatr» weariug a crown with 
ime bar as Princess of Wales, and set all over vith 
diamonds. Her robe likewise^ as Prineess 6{ 
W«tles, being of <^inK90n velvet, turned back 
with seveml rows of ermine, and having her 
train supported by Lady Cardine Lenox, daugh« 
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Ur to his GvBJO^ the Poke of lUchHMmd } IsAy 
Ciifoline Fitsroy, duvghter lo his Grace the Puk» 
of Grafton; Lady CaroUna Cavendigh^ daugliter 
to his Grace the Duke of Devoiishire ; and Lftdy^ 
Sof^ia Fwmor, daughter to the Earl of Pomfret '^ 
all of whom were in virgin hahits of silver lika 
the Princess, and adorned with diamonds, notle» 
in yaloe than from twenty to thirty thousand 
pounds each. Her Highness wius led by hia 
Royal Highness the Duke» and conducted by hia 
Grace the Duke of Grafton, Lord Chamberlain 
of the Household, and the Lord Hervey, Vice«« 
Chamberlain ; and attended by the Countess of 
Effingham, and the other ladies of the housdiold* 
The marriage service was read by the Lord 
Bishop of London, Dean of the Chapel ; and aftw 
the same was over, a fine anthem was performed 
by a great number of voices and instruments. 
When the procession returned, his Royal High* 
ness led his bride ; and coming into the drawing- 
room, their Royal Highnesses kneeled down and 
received their Majesties' blessing. 

<< At half an hour after ten, their Majesties sat 
down to supper in am&tyti, the Prince and Duke 
being on the King's right hand, and the Princess 
of Wales and the four Princesses on the Queen^a 
left. Their 'Majesties retiring to the apartment! 
of the Prince of Wales, the bride was conducted 
to her bed-chamber, and the bridegroom to his 
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dressing-room, where the Duke undressed him, 
and his Majesty did his Royal Highness the 
honour to pat 6n his shirt. The bride was un- 
dressed by the Princesses, and being in bed in a 
rich undress, his Majesty came into the room, and 
tiie Prince fdilowing soon after in a night-gown 
of silver stuff, and cap of the finest lace; the 
quality were admitted to see the bride and 
bridegroom sitting up in bed, surrounded by the 
royal family. His Majesty was dressed in a 
gold brocade turned up with silk, embroidered 
with large flowers in silver and colours, as was 
the waistcoat: the buttons and star were dia- 
monds. 

** Her Majesty was in a plain yellow silk, 
robed and faced with pearls, diamonds, and other 
jewels of immense value. The Dukes of Grafton, 
Newcastle, and St. Albans, the Earl of Albemarle, 
Lord Hervey, Colonel Pelham, and many other 
noblemen, were in gold brocades of three to five 
hundred pounds per suit. The Duke of Marl- 
borough was in a white velvet and gold brocade, 
upon which was an exceedingly rich point 
d'Espagne; the Earl of Euston and many others 
were in clothes flowered or sprigged with gold; 
the Duke of Montagu in a gold brocaded tissue. 
The waistcoats were universally brocades, with 
large flowers. It was observed, most of the rich 
clothes were the manufacture of England ; and, 
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in honour of onr artists, the few which were 
French did not come up to those in^.richnessi 
goodness, or fancy, as were secin by the clothes 
worn by the royal family, which were all of British 
manufacture. The cuffs of the ;sleeves were uni- 
versally deep and open, the waists long*, and the 
plaits more sticking out than ever. The ladies 
were principally in brocades of gold and silver, 
and wore their sleeves much lower than had 
been done for some time." 

The following is an extract from one of Wal- 
pole's letters to a friend, * I believe the Prin- 

* cess will have more beauties bestowed on her 

* by the occasional poets, than even a painter would 

* afford her. They will cook up a new Pandora, 

* and in the bottom of the box enclose Hope, that 
^ all they have said is true.! In another he men- 
tions, that Lord Baltimore made a whimsical 
mistake in speaking to the Prince on his mar- 
riage. * Sir, your Royal Highnesses marriage 

* will form a new area in the history of England.* 

It is also very well worth recording, that the first 
speech ever made in parliament by the illustrious 
Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham, was to second 
an address, moved by Lord (then Mr.) Lyttelton, 
congratulatory on the marriage of the Prince of 
Wales. 

In the month of August the ^unhappy 
fracas took place between the King and 
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the Prince of Wales ; the former had for some 
time looked coldly on his son, in consequence of 
a parliamentary motion by Mr. PuHeney, during 
the preceding session, for increasing the heir- 
apparent*s income to £100,000; his Majesty 
raspected that the Prince favoured the oppo- 
sition, and that he was forming connexions un« 
favourable to the existing ministry. 



The selections being thus iM'ought down from 
the death of the Princess Sophia Dorothea, to 
that of Frederick, Prince of Wales, the following 
portion of the work, which is entirely originajl» 
will display the history of the Youth of Oeorok 
the Thirb, and develop the secret springs of 
those events, which so greatly affected the mind 
of that monarch ; and led to those distressing 
and disgraceful transactions, which at this mo- 
ment shake the pillars of the throne, and menace 
the tranquillity of the country. 



PART X. 

ORIGINAL 
CHARACTERISTICAL TRAITS 

OF TRB 

YOUTH OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 



An ancient Scotch gardener, now in the 
eighty-ninth year of his age, whose eye-sight 
and memory are almost tinimpaired, and his 
strength such as enables him still to work at his 
healthy calling, was employed in Prince Fre- 
derick's gardens at Kew, some years previous 
to his lamented death. According to the 
picture drawn of that 'Prince by this veteran, he 
was one of the most generous, indulgent, and 
humane of masters. Far from displaying that 
false dignity, which so often keeps the little greats 
at a distance from their indigent fellow-creatures, 
it appears to have been a maxim with that 
benevolent Prince, to consider that he who is 
bom to rule a nation, should be most intimately 
acquainted with its taste, genius, manners, and 
customs. Whether he regarded his marriage 

p 
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with the Princess of Saxe Gotha as a sacrifice 
made to the tvelfare of the state, or that Mr. 
Bubb Doddington, for some secret and sinister 
purpose of his own, interpolated that declaration 
in his * Diary' ; according to this old Scotch^ 
man's declaration, the parents of George the 
Third lived together in the most perfect and 
unbroken state of domestic harmony. He has 
often seen Prince Frederick, with all the alacrity 
of youth, enter into the sports of his playful 
children. The summer before his death, he 
played a match at trap-ball in Kew Gardens, 
against his two sons, George and Edward; 
when George, suspecting his father had counted 
too many, called upon the gardener for his 
testimony, who gare it against his royal master. 
" There's a guinea for your honesty,'* said Fre- 
derick : " now play away, my boy George," 
continued he, " and I'll soon beat you and Ned, 
to your heart's content, and without cheatii^!" 
The Princess, Lady Middlesex, and several of 
the royal children, were seated tinder a marquee, 
ilelighted with the contest, when victory restcid 
with the youthful pair, in defiance of the utmost 
efforts of their parent, at whom the ladies laugh* 
ed most heartily. Another gardener, named 
John Lowe, who was bom at Kintor, in Nordi 
Britain, who is yet active (Feb. 1830), healthy^ 
and also blessed with unimpaired sight and 
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memory, resides at Stoke Newington. This man 
also retains the most virid and perfect recollec- 
tion of Frederick, Prince of Wales ; and Lowe's 
^arration fully corroborates that of his senior 
countryman. He describes Prince Frederick as 
taking the utmost pains to render his ' boy 
George^ less reserved and bashful, than he 
seemed naturally inclined to be, and represented 
the latter, in his twelfth year, to have been tall, 
well grown, a good-looking, but not an elegant- 
made boy. His hair, that was very light flaxen 
colour, and of profuse growth, he wore in large 
ringlets on the temples, turned up in front, and 
tied with a ribbon behind. A strong family 
resemblance, existing in a particular cast of 
coiititenance, ran through the whole of the chil- 
dren i and that of Prince George was very par- 
ticularly marked by his high retreating forehead, 
large mouth, and thick lips. He wore, at this 
period, frilled shirts, tied with a black ribbon. 
His complexion was uncommonly fair and florid ; 
but he was rather in-'kneed, which wajs imputed 
to his rapid growth. He describes his dress as 
being plainer than that of the children of opulent 
and dsuihing tradesmen; his manners as very 
gentle; his temper mild and even, seldom given 
to anger, but, when offended, slow to forget. 
Prince Frederick^ his father, was passipnately 

p2 



212 ANECDOTES OF THE 

fond of rural life ; and when at Kew, he spent 
much of his time in the gardens and pleasure 
grounds: but he was seldom seen without one 
or more of his children with him ; and when the 
hay harvest came on, he used to indulge them in 
all manner of innocent freedom, suffering them 
to pile the hay upon him in heaps, and give the 
fullest scope to their love of such harmless sports. 
Such were then the diversions at Kew ! 

It was a standing rule at Kew (Cliefden), that 
none of the Prince's labourers, gardeners, or 
tradesmen, were to move their bats to himself, 
his Princess, or his family, except spoken to; 
and then, never to use any other appellatives 
than Sir, or Madam, to the Prince and Princess, 
and Master or Miss, to the royal children. The 
young Princes would sometimes take up the 
gardeners' tools, and try to imitate their work ; 
when their father used to make them pay a 
forfeit, called * their footing ^ of a crown, to the 
men. He frequently unbent himself by such 
recreations ; and when he had been detained in 
London two or three days, he used to say in the 
hearing of Lowe, that he would not be confined 
to live always there for any possible gain j and 
often expressed his amazement at people dwelling 
in such crowded places, in an atmosphere full of 
coal smoke, to gain money, whilst the sulphur 
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they swallowed) destroying their health, short- 
ened their livesi and prevented them from en- 
joying their treasures after they were gained. 

Frederick, Prince of Wales, did not pay his 
work-people higher wages than his neighbours^ 
the farmers or master gardeners; but he took 
care to see that they had a moderate plenty of 
very excellent beer, and frequent distributions 
of cold meat, bread and cheese, and in winter, 
clothes and fuel. He was particularly partial to 
those of his workmen, who would answer his 
questions in a plain, respectful, easy, and un- 
laboured manner, free from embarrassment. 
After he had become acquainted, as he called it, 
with his work-people, he would take his sons and 
daughter to their cottages, and make them con- 
verse with their wives and children j giving 
them money or toys to distribute amongst them, 
by which means they became universally be- 
loved. 

One of John Lowe's anecdotes respecting the 
late King, appeared to the Editor so very ques- 
tionable, that he was inclined to dismiss it 
unrecorded ; but the venerable narrator, having 
not only seriously affirmed its positive truth, but 
added that he was himself present when the 
occurrence happened, he changed his mind, 
under the impression, that a man of his great 
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age, and apparent respectability, woald not de- 
grade himself by such a paltry artifice. 

John Lowe asserted, that during Epsom races, 
smd as he believes, the last summer which Prince 
Frederick lived to see, he was walking with 
Prince George, on the downs near Lord Balti* 
more's kitchen-garden wall; some boys were 
playing at marbles on the walk, when the young 
Prince, accidentally displacing one of their taws, 
gave great offence to a dirty ragged boy, who 
used very rude and unbecoming language, telling 
him, that for all his fine clothes, he had a great 
mind to give him a handsome drubbing. The 
unconscious transgressor a|)ologized very ear- 
nestly, but the rudeness of the vulgar boy led 
him to continue his abusive language. Prince 
George seemed unusually indignant at his apo- 
logy being refused, and credence denied to his 
word. " That's a saucy blackguard, George,'* 
said the Prince of Wales; " as he says he has an 
inclination to fight you, will you indulge his 
wish?'* "If you please. Sir,'* said George, 
father daunted. The Prince took the two lads 
into Lord Baltimore's garden, where the conteeft 
took place ; but though his * boy Oeorge* fought 
manfully, the victory rested with his plebeian 
adversary. The clothes whith Prince George 
then wore were much soiled^ his locks dishevel- 
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led, and his fair face besmeared with blood. 
<* Never mind, George," said his father; " you 
have acted like a hero ; never suffer yourself to 
be insulted : he's older and stronger than you : 
and, if he has gained the victory, you have lost 
no honour/' The young Prince was, however, 
much out of temper ; more hurt on account of 
the defeat he had sustained, than from the pain 
of the blows he had received. 

This narrative certainly reflects no credit on 
the judgment of the father of the late King, 
who ought not, on any consideration, to have 
allowed of the rencounter. 

The narrator said that he never knew of any 
death, excepting only that of the late Princess 
Charlotte of Wales, which was so generally and 
deeply regretted, as of Prince Frederick: and 
that, of all his numerous ofispring. Prince George 
seemed most powerfully affected; his pale 
cheeks, and dejected countenance, shewing how 
sincere and heartfelt was his grief. 

The memory of the old gardener a^^earing 
thus powerful, he was asked whether he had 
ever heard of the Prince and Princess of Wales 
going to see conjurers, gipsies, and fortune- 
tellers, at Norwood, and other fairs? He an- 
swered in the affirmative. He said, '' The 
Prince went far fuUf and to shew his son the 
humours of the Cockneys; but it was whii^red 
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that the Princess of Wales was very much ad- 
dicted to such people, and had ^eat faith in 
their divinations/* He said, that « Prince 
George was so affectionate and respectful in his 
carriage towards his father and mother, that it 
was not easy to say of which he was most fond.** 
" Of whom did he stand most in dread ?** « Of 
his mother.'* ** Was his reserve and bashfulness 
of that stamp which arises from want of intel- 
lect ?** " Not at all : it seemed to be the boy*s 
nature. H^ was seldom either so noisy or play- 
some as his brother Edward, who was afterwards 
Duke of York.** " Wsus the King remarkably 
fond of this brother?*' " Very particularly so. 
Prince Edward was less careful of his money ; 
and when his week's allowance was all gone, 
which was generally the case the day after pay 
day, he used to have recourse to his brother 
George's purse, who never murmured. It was 
the same with their toys and books. Edward 
might take just what be pleased ; but the same 
indulgence was not allowed to his eldest sister, 
the Princess Augusta ; she was a year older, and 
ber brothers told her she took too much upon 
herself." " Was he generous to the poor, or to 
his menial attendants?'* " Not equal to Prince 
Edward. If the latter could steal away from 
his masters, he used to get amongst the work- 
people, and throwing up some silver, let them 
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tussle for it. Prince George did not act thus, but 
he wa^ uncommonly kind and sedate.*' Such were 
the queries put to this interesting old man, who 
described their dress and manners as readily as if 
he had recently seen them. 



One point the Editor^ endeavoured to ascer- 
tain, was, what opinion these venerable old ser* 
vants entertained of the nature of the connexion 
which was so much talked of and censured, be- 
tween the Princess Dowager of Wales and the 
Earl of Bute ; since, if it were such as was com- 
monly reported, it would have sanctioned a be- 
lief that the Princess had wilfully retarded the 
education of her eldest son, and held him in ob- 
scurity and retirement, to favour the dangerous 
projects of herself and paramour. The result of 
this investigation was, a full and unqualified de- 
nial of the truth of these reports, given by three 
or four different persons, who have not the least 
intercourse with each other, nor any perceptible 
motive for denying the truth, although its ten- 
dency had been unfavourable to the reputation 
of the high parties whose characters stand im- 
peached. These persons, at least two of them, 
lived in the service of Prince Frederick, and 
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they appear to have been very close observers of 
the manners, an^ principles too, of the royal 
widow and her court. They had heard the foul- 
est abuse uttered, and seen the most indecent 
caricature representations of Lord Bute and the 
Princess exposed in shop windows, and scrawled 
on the walls, particularly about Kew, bearing 
the most infamous inscriptions that any illiterate 
and vulgar miscreants could write in chalk; yet, 
one and all of them declared that they had the 
fullest conviction on their mind that the charge 
was wholly- groundless and unjust; and that it 
arose from the Princess being, to use the expres- 
sion of John Lowe, a handsome young widow, 
and Lord Bute, a most unpopular nobleman. 
Politics ran high : the Princess considered the 
Earl as an able counsellor and sincere friend ; 
and thence incurred a large share of the public 
hatred under which Lord Bute laboured. These 
men affirmed, that the utmost cordiality subsisted 
between Lord and Lady Bute j that the former, 
in the presence of the Princess, and at her fable, 
and on all occasions, treated his wife with the 
utmost apparent tenderness and respect ; whilst 
the confidential intimacy subsisting between the 
Princess and Lady Bute, was quite as evident as 
that which existed between her husband and the 
Princess. It was impossible^ they contended, 
for a female of such exalted rank, to carry on an 
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intrigue for any length of time without expo- 
sure. The Princess was in the frequent habit 
of turning off her menials, said they; and many 
complained of her temper^ but no one impeached 
her honour. The Princess entertained a very 
high respect for the opinions of Lord Bute ; cer- 
tainly beyond those of any other gentleman ; but 
these men never observed any interchange of 
those glances which are so difficult to suppress, 
where a guilty passion is reciprocally cherished. 
They remarked, that not one of the upper ser- 
vants, belonging to either the Princess's estab- 
lishment, or to Lord Bute, ever, to their know- 
ledge, either said or insinuated such a charge. 
Their reminiscences are therefore less question- 
able, and more worthy of credit, than those of 
that thorough-paced courti^, and inveterate par- 
tisan, Horace Walpole. 

This noble author, as respected the royal 
finmily, never gave them credit for a good mo- 
tive, where a bad one could be selected : the 
plebeians, on the contrary, never adopted the 
latter in any case where the former might have 
been applied. They strove to eradicate preju- 
dices, he to imprint them indelibly in the mind 
of posterity : they never received either riches or 
honours from the House of Brunswick ; he stood 
indebted fo^ all hu importance to their bounty. 
But still, they did not layish unmerited and in« 
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discrimiDate praise. They acknowledged that 
the Princess was liable to reproach, on the score 
of a want of candour and sincerity; which 
blemish they imputed to the delicacy of her si- 
tuation, and the necessity of foiling her enemies 
at their own weapons. They admitted that the 
Princess stood accused of duplicity; having 
secretly stigmatized the Bishop of Norwich, and 
encouraged her servants, and more particularly 
a German Valet, and her secretary, Mr. Creset, 
to traduce and insult that prelate, whose dis- 
missal was openly predicted, many months pre- 
vious to his resignation. According to the tes- 
timony of those elders, the Bishop was distin- 
guished by the amenity of his manners, and 
deservedly respected. Their account of the Earl 
of Harcourt was less favourable. Him they de- 
scribed as having lost the good opinion of the 
most respectable part of the household servants, 
by the unbecoming freedom in which he in- 
dulged touching the character of the deceased 
Prince, whom he was accused of having tra- 
duced, in the presence and hearing of his father- 
less children. His Lordship was considered as 
having been paid in his own coin, when he was 
dismissed, and fully meriting all the indignity 
he suffered in the family of the King's father. 
At the same time that affection towards the me- 
mory of a kind and liberal master led them to 
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rejoicJ at the humiliation of his calumniator^ 
they pointedly reprobated the conduct of the 
t^rincess, in allowing certain of her favourites 
to insult, as far as they durst presume, the go- 
vernor of the Prince of Wales, the grandson of 
the reigning monarch, and heir to his crown. 

Nothing could be more firm and consistent 
than the testimony of those men, as regarded the 
person, manners, and temper of the late King, 
at this interesting period of his life. It is well 
known how frequently, during the meridian and 
noon of his long life, he used to indulge, during 
familiar conversations, in that demonstration of 
mirthful feeling, which is vulgarly called a harse^ 
laugh! These old men declared, that in his 
youth, and until some years after his marriage, 
he had no such habit. They say he was cheer- 
ful, and occasionally facetious, but not boister- 
ous, nor full of wanton pranks, like his brother 
Edward ; that he often seemed thoughtful, and 
sometimes melancholy, seeking solitude in his 
little excursions, and frequently checking the 
almost ungovernable levity of his brothers. The 
senior of these venerable narrators has no recol- 
lection of that singular rencounter with a rude 
and vulgar boy, imputed to the late King, by 
John Lowe ; " but," said he, " it is all the world 
Uke the wild frolics of his father,'' and therefore 
not improbable. They retain no recollection of 
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the celebrated Mr. Bubb Doddington. When the 
Editor read to the senior person, that journalist's 
description of the fierceness, mixed up with grief, 
in the behaviour of the Princess, he said, " She 
WQsJlerce enough, occasionally, and bore the 
character of striking her servants, male or fe- 
i^ale, by whom she was offended/* When asked 
if the late King lay under similar imputations, 
his reply was, " He strike a servant! Oh never! 
He was too mudi of a gentleman ! I knew him» 
God rest his soul ! almost from his cradle, and he 
was always the poor man's friend." 

" Was his manner such as to evince a want of 
becoming spirit or penetration ? Did he allow 
himself to be imposed upon, his commands ne-^ 
glected, his authority slighted ?'* 

" Not he indeed I He was not over fond of 
finding fault ; but whenever a servant misbe- 
haved grrossly, which very rarely happened, the 
Prince had them dismissed ; and when once disr« 
charged, there was no returning. I remember,'' 
continued he, '^ a Yorkshire lad, named George 
Miliar, an under groom, offending the Prinoa 
by whipping his^ favourite hunter unmercifully^ 
The Prince, though he saw the act just as it was. 
over, did not speak to the lad, but ,ordered his 
equerry to call all the stable boys together ; and 
after severely reprimanding Millar, by the ex<- 
press order of his master, he was discharged* 
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The poor lad took on terribly, for he w^ very 
fond of the Prince. Waiting for him the next 
morning, when he went to look at his horses, he 
threw himself on his knees, and humbly besought 
his Royal Highness's forgiveness. The Prince, 
.in a gentle manner, took him by the arm, and 
DQiade him rise. * I forgive you, and will re* 
' ccMKnend you to another place, in conseqaeBCe 
' of your past good conduct, and in the hope you 

< will never act so any more ; but I dare not take 
* you again myself, on account of the bad example 

< I should set.' 

" The poor fellow fairly sobbed and bellowed, 
but all would not do, though his young master 
was partial to hi m, and Millar was sent over to Hol- 
land, to the Prince's aunt, the Princess of Orange. 
This fact," continued the interesting old man, 
" may convince you, that the King, when a youth, 
was not wanting in good sense, or a manly is^irit, 
and upright principles. I always thought he 
had more solid sense than his brother Edward, 
and more good nature too, though the youngster 
had more sprightliness, and spoke three words to 
George's one. 

" I well remember Prince Edward having 
been forbidden to enter his mover's doors, on 
account of some mischievous trick he had just 
^ayed; and the grooms of the chambers, and 
pages, had positive <»*ders not to admit him« 

3 
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Whilst Edward lay under this interdict, some of 
the great nobles dined with the Princess. The 
Prince cf Wales interceded very hard to have 
him restored to favour^ and, if not permitted to 
dine at her table, that he might enter with the 
dessert ; but all was in vain. The Prince, hurt 
by his mother's refusal, was very gloomy all the 
dinner time : when they withdrew to the music 
room, lo ! and behold, there sat master Edward, 
full dressed, who rose and made a very low re- 
verence as his mother and her visitors entered. 

* Hey day, Sir ! who has dared to disobey my 
' command, and permitted you to enter these 
^ doors ?* says she, looking very sternly towards 
the attendants. ' Don't be angry ; nobody has 

* disobeyed you, my dear mother,' said he : * I 

* have not been admitted to enter these doors ; I 
^ have not disobeyed your orders ; for / came in 

* through the middle window , hy the aid of the 
' lamplighter's ladder; so I hope you will kindly 

* give me permission to remain !' The Prince 
looked at his mother in a way that spoke more 
powerfully than words ; the frolic was laughed at, 
PrinceEdward pardoned, and no one seemed half 
so well pleased as his brother George, who was 
always ready, but not always able, to help Ed- 
ward out of the numerous scrapes into which he 
was continually falling." "You relate these 
anecdotes as real and substantial truths, and have 
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lio reason to doubt their reality ?*' " Noiie itt 
the World. We used to talk them over in the 
gardiens, and laugh heartily at the mOnkey tricks^ 
as We used to call 'em, of Prince Edward.*' 
"Yoti have shown a marked pOWer of discd-^ 
minating characters : Whose did you admire the 
most, the Prince of Wales, or Prince Edward P" 
** I was fondest of the former, because I thought 
he was the best hearted young man ^ although 
Edward was the most generous, that is, he scat- 
tered his nioney more freely/' 

*^ How did the character of the late King standi 
at the age of sixteen Or seventeen, as regarded 
love affairs?" " There Was little or nothing said 
about him on that head, till he was in his eigh^* 
teenth year; but against Edward there was con- 
tinual cotnplaints. After he was fifteen, he ceased 
giving money to the gardeners and work-people 
as usual ; and then it was said, he bestowed his 
pocket money on girls; he was for ever scaling 
walls, and getting down areas, and was locked 
six hours in the dairy at Kew, by a girl whom 
he plagued sadly, and who promised she would 
come to him at dusk; instead of which she 
locked the youth iii, who had no means of 
escape; and there iie was forced %o remain till 
his mother came home. Daring this restrainti 
the young gentleman amused himself with dis- 
arranging the economy of the dairy> under th© 

a 
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pi^text of endeavooring to learn how to make 
butter smd cheese. When the Princess was in« 
fortned of this transaction, she was very highly 
i^ffended with the girl, who was immediately 
diflcIiArged, and the Prince severely reprimand* 
ed. Bat he displayed no sense of shame or smt* 
row, telling his mother he was fond of rural 
studies^ and had gone to the dairy merely to 
learn how to chum.'' 

*^ According to yoqr delineation of character, 
'which is corroborated in other quarters. Prince 
George was much steadier than his brother Ed- 
ward. Will you be so kind as to say candidly, 
if there was -no perceptible deficiency in the 
mental capacity or manners <^ the late King, 
how can the conduct of his mother be accounted 
foff in calling the boys * children^,' till they 
were men ; and describing the late King as a 
Ay and backward boy, childish in hifi behaviour 
and habits, embarrassed in his manners, and dull 
at his book ?'* " I can't tell, Sir," said he, " but 
that is not true. It was reported, and very 
generally believed, amongst the upper servants, 
and in the gardens," continued he, ''that the 
Princess did all she could to retard the progress 
of Prince George's learning, setting him against 
his preceptots, as I have ^eviously stated, to 
strengthen her contral over him ; imd <^e same 
motive was assigned for her ke^ng him so 
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g^reatly sf^clttdec!, and ipal^ing, or eii46avo)}^]pg 
to ixiakp hiH^ W6ar ^ black rjbbpp rwp4 Itl? 
Beck, ^ti^ dre^s Uk^ a boy. Tlje uiider ^u$^f 
l^^^r at Kew, tpld m^i s^bo^t seypi^ years bp* 
fore tbeo)4 King, George %]m 3ecpnd, diei)f th^t 
ik^ jPrincess said to Pripce GeorgCi li^ l^er hp^irr 
rogf * Why ara you so anxious to wear ^ cr^v^l, 

* George ? that will pot; m^^ yQu * mw » 4»y 

* sooner/ * Very true, j^adamt' s%id hp, ' r«f 
.^ wil) the paltry ribapid always make ipe thyfij^ 
^ myself a bay, whatever it may do othe^ ppqr 
^ pie.' The u^^% day hp refus^ to i^^^r it ; 
»id hi9 mothei*, wh^n she perceive4 bfs Wf^^ ^r 
jtermined, was too go9d a ju()g^ of his di^pos^|;i9fi 
to per^ey^ere." 

^' Then, perb^pif, you th^pt tJw? jKwg W9^ 
stubbprii in his temper, if irritate^; w}}^p ip 
his gj^nner, and unforgiving ?" ff l^^ was iv)jt 
capricious, Hir, ^qr f»ll jtrf ffiegjrinMi, but g^e^ 
r^Uy rational, apd I believe, to i^y f9pl^ al^ay-s 
just, tQ the very best c^ hi$ power; s^d wb/e^i 
^ knew h^ wap ^» ^e rigbt, ^^p <ooul4 poj: bp 
bl^^mc^ % hpk^g $^n|. } 499't consider }t W9^ 
:S|ubborimesi^ : lie Tfas calm and s^^ate; wb^ 
<mt* of jtepipe/*, ^he bad st h^bit of hanging his 
Wid/^r >ip, *nfl IwMng ghmpy i bijMt J doj^'t 
^thiujb:: he hqx^ ffialjlGe ; although he might Iqpg 
cpi^ti^ue to r^neiinil^r aq oySeuce^ he never for- 
got ,^ %vo)ir : dei^ud ^^ M^ ^ir> h^ wfijii^ ^Qe 

Q2 
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youtht quite the gentleman in his carriage j 
but I often thought he had something heavy on 
his mind : the squabbles in the family distressed 
him; the coarse manner of the old King, in 
speaking of his father, hurt him very much j 
he was very partial to his uncle, Duke William^ 
whom his mother could not endure ; he was too 
good a son to find fault with the Priticess Dow- 
ager ; but I firmly believe he was greatly agi- 
tated at times, and distressed in mind, on her 
account," 

" You have given so decided an opinion 
against the criminal intercourse imputed to the 
Earl of Bute and the Princess Dowager of 
Wales, it is not likely the Prince could have 
been unhappy in the belief that his mother was 
incontinent and degraded. Do you think it 
arose from any secret dread, lest the Duke of 
Cumberland, his uncle, or Lord Bute and his 
mother, would attempt to throw any obstacles 
in the way of his rights as heir to the crown, in 
case the aged King had died before he was 
eighteen ?" ** I can't pretend to gfi ve any opinion 
on these points; they are above my capacity: 
but this I know, that the young man seemed 
to enjoy himself so thoroughly in his field sports, 
in his healthful and innocent recreations in the 
country, his gardening, and music parties, that 
I really think he did not care how long his 
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grandfather lived. He was out bunting on the 
juorning when the old King^ George the Second, 
died: several horsemen started to find the new 
King, and announce his accession to the throne. 
* Is it certain/ said the Prince to the first who 
arrived, * that my honoured old grandfather is 
' dead? Perhaps he has only fallen down in a 
' fit/ * King George the Second is certainly 
' dead, and you are now King George the Third ; 
' and God bless and long preserve your Majesty,* 
said the messenger, offering to kneel. This 
the young Monarch would not permit. Putting 
his hand in his pocket, he gave the man money; 
it was twelve guineas and a half. * Take this* 
said he, ' messenger ! it is all t/ie money I have : 
* if lam indeed your King^ the last happy day 
- of my life has passed!^ You may rely upon this 
being truth, Sir, and surely it does not show as if 
he were very impatient to reign." 

Such were the reminiscences of a man, whom 
Providence has blessed with a sound mind, lodg-^ 
ed in a sound body, who appears to have no 
lopg cherished resentments to gratify, nor any 
cognizable motive for flattery. By his account, 
at this youthful period, George the Third pos- 
sessed the same dignified simplicity of manners, 
which he preserved throughout his life ; and 
ms|.nifested, thus early, a degree of liberal good 
sense apd consistent behaviour, beyond what 
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could reasonably have been expected at his early 
dge, and in his eleVated station. Wheti ques- 
tidiied as to the high deffree of profligacy ^ ^hich 
thfe Princess DbWagel- is stated^ in * th^ Diafy^ 
to hare assigned as a leading cause of her pro- 
bibitihg the heir-apparettt to the crown, from 
any active or extensive intercourse with youths 
of his own age, howevei* high their rank, he 
ishbok his head, and said, he had no |)ersonal 
knowledge or any particular foundation for such 
assertions. " I rather think,'' said he, " it arose 
from excessive haughtiness of mind. The 
Princess was very proud," he continued, ** and 
she enfcieaVoured to render her sons proud also j 
but she totally failed \vith the late King. Prince 
EtiwTJtrd itas ttiuch more haughty and fiery." 

Speaking of the religious seiitiments of George 
the Tliif d, the veiierable harralor stated, that he 
seemed naturally )religiaus ; <ir4s always regular 
ih his attehdande whefherer praters were read ; 
wMlit his brdthers had endfe^s excuses to dfeer, on 
account of absence^ ar(d tnad^ g^me at the chap- 
laihs, fcallihg their bi*6thet Gte6rge " an oM 
wtiliUiny^ for jpteiying them any respect: he did not 
ththk there Was any secret policy in this de* 
mea*ott'r of Prince George ; he could hot believe 
it arose from any Jesuitical or other instructiioti, 
ih arbitrary jtfinci^les of government; but 
WhoMy feud eiclusivdy from innate modesty atod 
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worth. Thus warm and sincere were the eulo- 
giums paid to the memory of George the Third, 
by men whose testimony could not by possibility 
be tainted by any sordid motive ; in the utter- 
ance of which, their eyes, features, and voice 
all combined to give the stamp of sincerity to 
their natural and graceful flow of unstudied elo- 
quence. However humble the individuals, or 
trivial the incidents, the Editor feels a higher 
gratification in having it in his power thus to 
snatch from the sweeping tide of oblivicHi, eluci- 
dations so indisputably authentic, and unequivo- 
cally honourable to the venerable narrators, and 
the venerated dead, than he should, if all the 
remaining stores of the unpuhlished Doddingto- 
nian MSS. were spread before him for perusal 
and selection. His manners (Prince George, 
1754) grew perceptibly more and more manly, 
but wholly free from arrogance, insolence, or 
a domineering spirit. In addressing his attend- 
ants, he was particularly courteous ; and the more 
humble their rank, the greater was the indulgence 
he extended to their failings or deficiencies. In 
his bodily exercises, riding and fencing were his 
favourite amusements. He was v^y tall at sixteen, 
l^comingly gay dn his attire, but not foppishly so ; 
his next greatest imf^rovemeot was in the study 
of music; and when his sisters /or npkother could 
pp^ail upon him ito sead from ftbe WiQrks of 
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Shakspeare, Milton, or any of our great poets^ hii 
tone and manner were much admired* Like 
his godfather, the reigning King of Sweden^ he 
was addicted to mechanical pursuits ; was well 
grounded in mathematical principles, and laid 
out considerable sums in instruments. Of those 
abstract studies, astronomy held the first rank. 
The chief cause of uneasiness he gave his mother 
at this period, was his fendness for spirited horses. 
Owing to a visible inclination of his knees, he did 
not appear to equal advantage on foot as on a 
horse. It was but seldom he appeared in public; 
but when he did, he was hailed with rapturous 
applause, and sometimes forced to hear expres* 
sions, which, by reflecting on his mother, gave 
him sensible pain. He was addicted to early 
hours ; and at his meals it was remarked, that he 
ate of the plainest dishes, whilst the young vo- 
luptuary, his brother Edward, was frequently 
checked and restrained from that indulgence of 
appetite to which he was inclined. The reports 
were favourable as to the studies of the Prince, 
the dead languages alone excepted ; nor could all 
the efforts of his tutors, as respected the Greek and 
Roman classics, inspire him with any ambition 
to excel. He was kind and affectionate to all 
his brothers and sisters; but the last child, Caro- 
line Matilda, was his pet. She was uncommonly 
beautiful, and no less fascinating in her temper 
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and disposition. He often used to play with her, 
with as much ardour as a child of her own age, 
for which his mother would sometimes reproach 
him; and the little creature grew so fond of 
him, that she was never so happy as in the com- 
pany oi father George^ as she fondly called him. 
Thus kind, gentle, and innocent, were the temper, 
manners, and amusements of this Prince, in his 
sixteenth year ; not brilliant by genius, nor dis- 
tinguished by elegant attainments, but sensible, 
amiable, and respectable, affording the fairest 
promise of that fine model of a perfect English 
gentleman^ which his maturity of manhood exhi-> 
bited, and all the world admired and revered. 

In the year 1759, this Prince attained the age of 
twenty-one years, up to which period he had never 
taken his seat in the House of Lords, never been 
introduced into the Privy Council, nor matricu- 
lated in either of our Universities ; never been 
allowed to display the powers of his mind, his 
judgment, or his taste, in the selection of his as-> 
sociates. He had been held in a state of liberal 
seclusion, as absolute and unbroken as if his ca- 
pacity to fulfil the varied and weighty functions 
pf a King had depended upon his remaining a 
stranger to his future functions, and utterly 
ignorant of the character of his subjects. During 
the continuance of this rustication, if the expres- 
sion may be allowed, those predilections were im- 
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planted^ stren^ened, and maturedi which, by 
dktracting hk; future ccmncils, broke his peace, if 
not the sanity of his mind, diimeinbered his 
empire, and pursued the blameless Monarch, till, 
dnking beneath its accumulating load of ills, his 
mental &Lculties fell into a state of immature de- 
cay, whilst his physical frame yet remained strong 
and Yigorous. Perhaps, take him all in all, 
there was not, at the age of twenty-one, a 
more amiable young man in the whole range 
of his future empire j no one whose integrity 
was greater, whose leading propensities were 
more bland and benevolent, whose morals 
were purer^ or whose manners more decidedly 
bespoke the polish and the dignity of high estate. 
He certainly deserved to be happy, as there is 
just cause for giving him credit for the most 
ardent wish to confer happiness on others, how- 
ever wide his judgment might sometimes be mis- 
led* Thence, as well as being the best and 
noblest of British youths, it may with equal 
truth and justice be said, he was also the most 
injured and unfortunate ! The most injured, be- 
cause of those family feuds, monarchical preju- 
dices, and oligarchical cabals, which had exclud- 
ed him from a free and frequent intercourse with 
the executive government; the most unfortunate, 
because those exclusions and privations prevented 
his acquiring that personal and practical know- 
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ted^e bf hk Altmre mbje^^ ^kd of the art of 
gi»VerAingf a igteM, and faighnspirited people-^ 
qudittes Whteh were e&nsiientially necessairy to fom 
a great tnon^ch. 

That eminent authority^ Milton, thus htiit&y 
atrd fi3il[;ibly illttsttates his idea of a kingly edu*- 
catioh ! 

^* I tatl that n complete and gen&rous educa^ 

tidfif^^ said he, ** which fU a pers&n to petf^m 

justly f skiifkltfff HZ'nd magnaninumsly^ <M ffte 

ibffices of public and pr%i)ate life, of peace and ©f 

fvarT* 

DiiScarding the latter proficiency, which the 
tlteted state of the British empire had rend^^d 
unnecessary, a slight comparison of the manner 
in Whrch the Prince had been reared, that i^ 
after the death of hi J generous and public^^pirited 
father,* with the great duties he Was expercted to 
perform, will convince ev^ry impai*tial reader 
how radically defective was the whole system rf 
his education. Those wlkd coolly and dispas- 
sionately examine the preening History of the 
YaiJTH OS' G^oltOB THE THmi> — ^that carefully 
matk the various sketches developing his clia- 
tadfer, from the timid boy ^ nine, to the modert; 
man of twenty-one, will find nothing but what 
IS grac»rous and good in the composition ; and 
also nothing in the conduct of those by whom im 
education was (conducted, which indicated a wsU, 
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sincere, efficient wish, or an earnest endeavour, 
proikerly and becomingly to form the future 
MONARCH. His education, if such it may be 
called, was made up of shreds and patches; his 
tutors evidently were objects of indifference, if 
not of his dislike ; even the desire to excel as a 
scholar was extinguished, either by the contempt 
in which he heard men of the highest learning 
mentioned in his mother's court, or by the fre- 
quent and highly indecorous allusions to his own 
personal deficiencies^ so often displayed in " The 
Diaryy 

In the same proportion as the genius of the 
youthful Prince was thus depressed, it appears, 
by the evidence of living witnesses, that he was 
permitted to indulge his innocent inclinations and 
powerful predilection for the pure and tranquil 
pleasures of rural life* 

As far as possible, the Prince detached himself 
from his high-titled and privileged attendants j 
and he passed so much time on horseback, and in 
pedestrian excursions in the royal parks and 
gardens, that it was almost impossible, except by 
abstaining from sleep, he could have spared time 
for abstracted studies. Hence it appears as if 
his ambitious mother had studiously encouraged 
this desultory mode of life, the better to ingra- 
tiate herself and Lord Bute in his favour ; be- 
tween whom, if there existed no criminal ^on- 
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nexion, there had clearly and decisively been 
matured and acted upon a well digested system 
of secret policy, to keep the future monarch in 
this state of seclusion from, and non-intercourse 
with, the busy world, in the hope that, without 
polluting his morals, or stultifying his mind, it 
would retard or obstruct the full expansion of his 
intellectual powers, and hold his tractable and 
docile mind in that state of^ dependent awe and 
subjection which might enable them to influence 
And regulate his future conduct — in fact, to reign 
under the name and symbols of George the 
Third* These causes and effects are requisite to 
account, rationally and candidly, for the utter 
Vieglect of those great and wholesome reforms, 
which were so essentially wanting ; and for the 
unwelcome and unexpected presence of many 
public measures, which, obscuring thesdazzling 
brilliancy of his dawning reign, lamentably dis-. 
appointed the hopes of those who fondly had an- 
ticipated, that, " inheriting all the virtues'^ of 
his generous and patriotic sire,he would realize the 
flattering promises which that sire had given, of 
ruling the nation constitution ALLY,discarding 
the system of coercion, of curbs, of checks, and gla- 
diatarial factions. For every good he bestowed 
•the nation had to thank his native purity of 
mind; for every good withheld, or evil inflicted, to 
reproach the baneful coalition between his mother 
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and Lord Bute» and thosa persons aUo for 1m 
every act that ran counter to the wisiu^p aud w^l- 
fiire of hii people. 



ACCESSION 



GEORGE THE THIRD. 

On that mild and beautifiil autumnal niorning', 
when the venerable old Monarch, George the 
Second^ sunk by a rupture of the aorta, without 
a struggfle, into the arms of death, his young, 
cheerful, healthful h^ir, bad arisen at an e^^rly 
hour, and, mounted upon his favourite hunter, 
* Sampson,' rode out to the Hundred Acres, at 
Banstead Downs*, where a stag was turned out^ 
and the Prince, keen for the chase, anticipated^ 
by the strength and size of the poble animal, ^ 
hard day's run; when suddenly a horseman, 
covered with dust, arrived, and hastily approach^ 
ing the Prince, threw himself off the reeking 
horse, and bending hi$ knee, hailed hiux a$ 
George the Third, and announced his grandi- 



* Lend BataMa was jnaster of th« stag hounds io Qeotgt 
Ae Scmad ; Aey w«o iemM^i at this porioi At BariPir> 
HeclgjBs, 
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father's death. Kennedy, the head hantsman^ 
wa8 close to the new Kin^, when the almost 
breathless messenger arrivied, bearing the iwr 
portant tidings. According to his statement 
to John Lowe, no spark of joy appeared in the 
eyes» nor flushed on the features, of the young 
King, who instantly alighted from his noUe 
steed, the better to interrogate the bearer of the 
intelligence, respecting the manner in which his 
royal grandfather had been sso suddenly attacked, 
and what degree of pain he had endured prior 
to his dissolution. When coniinced that his 
sufferings had been so diort, he said, ^* Poor old 
^fentkmanl I little expected these tiding this 
morning f far the King was remarkabbf well last 
night.'' " Yes, your Majesty {said the messen- 
ger), and so he was this morning, having ate 
his breakfast with a good appetite, and was just 
going down to the gardens to take a walk/* 
The young King then a^ed how his aunt, the 
Princess Amelia, was, and how she had sustained 
the shock of her venerable father's so sudden 
death ? and he appeared de^ly affected, when 
he was told that the last wcyds uttered by the 
expiring Sovereign, were, ** Call Amelia;'* and 
that, owing to her deafness, and the confusion 
which prevailed, she was not, on hear arrival in 
the King's chamber, duly appristed of his death ; 
but supposing him to ha^e fallen down in a fit. 
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from which he might recover, she hastily fan to 
the bed-side, and bent her face near his, whett 
instantaneously the awful truth flashed on her 
mind, that her father was; a corse ! 

The young Monarch was powerfully affected^ 
and held his hunting-cap a short time before his 
face, to conceal his tears. Alluding to his 
gprandfather, and the Princess Amelia, he then 
said, *^ God rest his soul! and enable her to 
bear this heavy blow. All the pleasures of this 
life are now for ever passed with wte." Whilst 
he uttered those words, all his attendants stood 
around uncovered. He then gave the messenger 
his purse, containing ten guineas and some siU 
ver, saying, " It is all the money I have about 
me, but I'll think of you the first opportunity, 
and provide for your future support." Such 
were the expressions used by George the Third, 
when the death of his aged grandfather was 
announced*. He then vaulted into his saddle, 
and turning towards Kew, slowly Waved his 

* Some variations are observable between the two accounts 
of those occurrences^ but of a nature that rather confirms their 
general authenticity, than affects their credit. The veteran, 
whose name is given as the author, expresses, in the most con- 
fident terms, his full belief in the truth of every syllable here 
inserted ; and the Editor felt pleased in having an opportunity 
of rescuing those fine traits of royal character from that ohlU 
.tion io which they were so nearly ingulfed. 
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handy as if repelling a crowd of noblemen and 
gentlemen, who were advancing in haste towards 
him, for the purpose either of condolence or con- 
gratulation. He had not proceeded a mile, 
ere Lord Bute was seen riding at full speed 
towards the newly-announced Monarch, who, 
throwing himself off his fleet horse, would, on his 
knees, have hailed him as George the Third, if 
the modest young Prince had not shewn how 
strongly such demonstrations pained him, and 
insisted upon his lordship's forbearing. Before 
they had reached the palace of the Princess 
Dowager, his mother, the news had spread wide 
around, and he was greeted with loud and ge- 
neral acclamations. 

Just as his grandfather expired, Mr. Pitt had 
left the king's presence, little thinking how near 
his venerable master was arrived to that moment, 
which, to him, had no successor. As soon as he 
found that the spark of life was extinguished, 
he drove with all possible speed towards Kew, 
hoping he should be the first messenger of the 
great news ; but he found Lord Bute had been 
beforehand with him, and the. rival statesmen 
returned to Kew, where, not being very urgently 
pressed to stay, Mr. Pitt proceeded back to town, 
ruminating perhaps on the clouds which might 
be expected to obscure the glory of the new 
reign, from the too obvious influence of the Eaii 
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of Bate^ and the iutriguing ambitious mother 
of the young Monarch. 

Early the next day (Sunday, the 26th), the 
young King set out for St. James's Palace, ac- 
companied by Lord Bute. Upon his Majesty's 
an-ival, Mr. Pitt presented him with a written 
paper, containing some suggestions which that 
bold and enterprising statesman conceived might 
be advantageously combined with his first ad- 
dress to the Privy Council. The King thanked 
the minister for his considerate conduct, and 
informed him he Juid already considered the 
subject, and determined upon what he should 
5ay to the Privy Council. This was not a dis- 
missal; but, as an omen, it was inauspicious, 
and proved that the influence which Lord Bute 
had been so many years laboriously, though 
secretly employed in creating, was likely to 
overpower that of Mr. Pitt and his colleagues, 
and drive them from the presence of the King. 

The remains of George the Seccmd were, with 
due pomp and solemnity, consigned to their 
stately mausoletim in the Abbey, on the evening 
of Tuesday, the 11th of Noveniber; and the 
next day intelligence arrived of a splendid vic- 
tory gained by the King of Prussia over the 
army commanded by Field Marshal Daun. 
Thus one monarch sunk beneath, and another 
rose abov^ the British horizon, amidst a blaze of 
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unrivalled and unsullied glory. The Park and 
Tower guns were fired to announce this event, 
which was, like all other continental victories, 
more splendid than advantageous to British 
interests. This battle had been expected some 
time ; and the anxiety of the old King to ascer- 
tain the state of the wind at the instant when he 
fell dead, arose from his impatient desire to learn 
its result; and by possibility occasioned that 
stronger impulse of the blood in his worn-out 
vessels, which caused the sudden gush of blood, 
by which he was -suffocated. Consigned to the 
cold chambers of death, he heard not the thunder 
of the artillery reverbei'ating around ; nor could 
the blaze of the general illumination which follow- 
ed, the ensuing evening, illumine the gloom of his 
dark sepulchre. In the universal burst of na- 
tional joy and rapture which pervaded all ranks 
of people, the old Monarch was suddenly for- 
gotten ; and the young King appeared under 
advantages superior to those connected with any 
of his predecessors, except Queen Elizabeth. 
The person, manners, and morals of George the 
Third, were praised by admiring and applauding 
millions. He was gentle, docile, and his love of 
his people apparently as sincere, as that which, 
on their side, was so loudly and vehemently de- 
monstrated towards his royal person. Under 
such pleasing and auspicious circumstances, the 

R2 
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kingdom happy, tranquil, and united ; its arms 
victorious on the ocean and oil the land, in every 
quarter of the globe ; what obstacle to the repeal 
of the obnoxious SeptenmalAct,andtoathorough 

reform of all existing abuses, could have been an- 
ticipated, or dreaded, if his ministers had had 
courage and virtue to have boldly, yet respect- 
fully, urged the young Monarch to have recom- 
mended those great salutary measures ? Unhap- 
pily, that foe to every thing liberal or graceful 
in the art of government, Lord Bute, aflforded the 
only excuse that could be offered by Mr. Pitt 
and his associates for the omission, were they 
capable of being yet called upon for their de- 
fence. They felt the pestiferous influence of 
that corrupt instrument, before he had set his 
foot within the council-chamber j and when he 
had wriggled himself into a place at the table, 
the popular ministers felt the ground give way 
under their feet. 

By a weak and temporizing policy they courted 
humiliation and defeat, when by an opposite 
course they might have kept the demoralizing 
minion at a distance, and have prevented those 
unpalatable measures which gave rise to a course 
of crooked politics, which rendered the young 
Monarch unpopular and unhappy, and involved 
the country in a most unnatural warfare with 
her trans-Atlantic children! Such were the bit- 
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ter fruits of the expansion and diffusion of that 
baleful influence which Lord Bute had been so 
many years employed in creating and consoli- 
dating ! 

It was well observed, very recently, in * The 
Times,* (January 31, 1820,) that the com- 
mencement of a new reign is of itself a vast do- 
mestic incident, forming one of the great marks 
established by general consent, for estimating a 
nation's age. Thus, he that in after ages shall 
have occasion to refer to the first year ef George 
the Third, will, by an unavoidable association of 
ideas, dwell with feelings of pleasure, perhaps 
of melancholy, upon the happy state of England 
at that most brilliant period of its history; when 
the administration of public justice was wholly 
free, not merely from secret influence and op- 
pression in state cases, but even from suspicions! 
When the liberties of the people were un- 
restricted by every thing, except the Septennial 
Act and Excise Laws ; when every working man 
could earn as much money in a week, as, ex- 
pended with care, was competent to the decent 
maintenance of his whole family a fortnight ; 
when the sad extremes, now so obviously pro- 
minent, of exuberant wealth and luxury, and 
{)ale-cheeked poverty and squalid want, were 
happily unknown; when there was a strong 
spirit of pride and integrity in merchants, and 
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an oath had some bold on the conscience, even 
where personal interest was deeply involved; 
when a child of six years old might, with as 
much safety, have been sent to purchase an ar- 
ticle of a shopkeeper, as the keenest adult of the 
present day ; when the rustic labourer enjoyed 
his cottage immunities, a pasture heath, that 
afforded food for his cow, sheep, geese, or swine, 
and fuel for household use; when he could dress 
well, had a flitch of bacon on the rack, a pig in 
his stye, and a barrel of ale for wakes and festi- 
vals ; when a liberal plenty diffused itself through- 
out 4he land ; when hospitality was not noticed,^ 
on account of its prevalence; when ten farms 
were seen, where one appears at present; when 
the farmers* wives and daughtiers, jocund and 
happy, decked out in rustic finery, trudged on 
foot to market with baskets of butter, eggs, or 
poultry on their arms, and when the sale price 
of provisions was scarcely superior to the profit 
claimed by the retailers of food, at the less au- 
spicious commencement of the present reign ; when 
pauperism, though an increa^iing and alarming 
evil, was but as a speck, a mere mole-hill, compar- 
ed to its present mountain size; our prisons were 
only of their ancient capacity; our work-houses 
very few, and our barracks still fewer ! Such are 
the proud recollections which will for ever present 
themselves with the first year of the reign of 
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George the Third! England, at this period, 
had ascended to the highest pinnacle of her true 
greatness and prosperity ! and happy had it been, 
if her statesmen could have confined her power 
and dominion within those limits, and said to 
their successors, * Thou shalt go no further! 

* Preserve what we have attained, and seek no 

* more.' The morals of the nation, taken on a 
general scale, were then in a high state of com- 
parative purity. Commerce had not yet /ami- 
liarized its votaries with base expedients, af- 
forded by false papers and false oaths. The 
great body of the people were sound at the core. 
There was less preaching, and less fanaticism ; 
fewer churches, still fewer chapels; more truly 
religious sentiment, and the social virtues of our 
ancestors yet flourished. All that we have since 
gained, in power, dominion, and glory, we have 
more than lost in morals, happiness, and freedom. 
The picture of England in 1760 is most de- 
lightful : the pen dwells with fondness upon the 
genial glories of that golden sera. But, to re- 
turn from this digression : on Tuesday, the 18th 
of November, accompanied by his evil genius. 
Lord Bute, in quality of groom of the stole, the 
young Monarch went in state to meet his people 
in parliament. As he passed along in slow pro- 
cession, his eyes beheld the truest love and ad« 
miration lighting up every honest face. The 
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windows Were crowded with the youthful fair, 
^o waved their lily hands^ applauding the 
Monarch as he passed ; whil^ free and un bought 
huzzas resounded from the assembled multitude, 
which plaudits continued almost without abate* 
ment, till the imposing spectacle was over. The 
King was nearly overpowered by these demon- 
strations of universal love : till then he had no 
adequate conception how vast was the fund of 
afiRection that dwelt in the bosom of his people. 

It touched his grateful heart so deeply, that as 
he put on his robes of state, he was seen to wipe 
away the tears that had spontaneously flowed. 
Those were tears of joy ; but, alas ! the virtuous 
Monarch lived to shed many a tear of sorrow, 
though not one embittered by a sense of guilt or 
remorse. 

Thus cheered and sustained, the youthful 
King met his people in parliament, if the asser- 
tion may be allowed, not alone unawed, but 
probably with a feeling that the assembly before 
him was far inferior to himself, in purity of mind 
and real patriotism, and not good enough to be 
considered as a fair specimen of the purest and 
least tainted portion of his nation. A sudden 
flush overspread his florid cheeks, as he ascended 
the throne. In a moment his countenance be- 
came calm and collected: and with that ease 
and dignity which commanded the spontane- 
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ous applause of Mr. Quin, he read his maiden 
speech. 

The autheoticity of these traits of character in 
George the Third may be depended upon-; for 
they are derived from pure fountains, from those 
who had no feelings of avarice or Imtred to gra- 
tify ; and they prove that George the Third, in 
his youth, was remarkable for sensibility and 
acute mental feeling. That they militate against 
received and fixed opinions, is no bar to their 
being founded on truth. It should be remem- 
bered that these traits relate to , a period so re- 
mote, that few, very few indeed of the existent, 
and none of the rising race of Britons can have 
known but by tradition. That great and marked 
change in his personal manners, which in the 
course of his long — ^long life, and shattered intel- 
lect, produced those outward signs of a vacant 
mind, delighted with trivial or ludicrous inci- 
dents, operated an almost universal feeling that 
George the Third was greatly deficient as to 
sensibility, and possessed of a mind almost below 
the common standard as to its capacity. 

It assuredly was the baleful, narrow, im- 
nmral policy of contracting state-manioffies, 
which first warped, and ultimately i^attered his 
mind. The father of George the Third, had he 
been left to follow his own free will, would have 
married a grand-daughter of the great Duke of 
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Marlborough ; and his son, George the Thirds 
was deeply enamoured of Lady Sarah Lennox. 
State policy ^wielded by an ambitious and haughty 
mother, interfered, and snapt asunder, and 
uprooted that honourable attachment ; and seek- 
ing in the petty courts of Germany for a consort, 
gave that first great shock to his feelings, which 
led to deep and irreparable evils, not merely to 
the King, but to the nation ; for during various 
periods of longer and more frequent aberrations 
than his people knew of, the monarchical func- 
tions were exercised solely by his Ministers, in 
concert perhaps with a Queen, amongst whose 
virtues, any deep reverence towards the rights 
of the people, was not numbered. 

An honourable, although a mistaken feeling of 
public duty, had led George the Third to relin- 
quish his intention to marry Lady Sarah Len- 
nox, and acknowledge her as his Queen Consort ; 
and the same principle led him to wish to con- 
trol and guide his brothers' choice; what was 
the result ? The deepest immorality, continual 
violations of the laws of hospitality ; the seduc- 
tions of the wives and daughters of the first of 
the English nobility ; and if the claims of Mrs. 
Serres, as the daughter of the late Duke of Cum- 
berland, are true, it also led to the commission 
of felony f as well as to innumerable acts of 
adultery. 
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Let us next regard the same baleful law as 
operating on the children of George the Third. 
In how terrible and awful a situation has that 
policy placed his successor on the throne ! What 
a dreadful train of variegated misery has it en- 
tailed upon his beloved niece,* the daughter of 
his elder sister, whom he selected as a bride for 
his eldest son ! The horrid and vile anomaly in 
British jurisprudence — the hateful Bill of Pains 
and PemiltieSy is its offspring, the effects of 
which no human eye can foresee, no human 
tongue can tell. Next look at the state of suc- 
cession to the throne! Tb the dissolution of a 
marriage, full and perfect, between the Duke of 
Sussex and Lady Murray ! And then let any 
man of sense, who dares, a^asert that it is not high 
time to abolish the Royal Marriage Act, by 
which so much crime and misery has been engen- 
dered in the Royal Family, and by which the 
first and noblest of British women, can attain no 
higher connexion with that family than to be- 
come a concubine to a British Prince ! The next 
division will go deeper into this interesting sub- 
ject. Without stooping to seek after a casual 
amour, or to drag into the blaze of day those 
dubious tales of youthful frailty, which, if such 
existed, had better be passed over in silence, the 
Editor proceeds to give his readers a narrative 
of a first and hopeless passion cherished by the late 
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Kingy the blighting of which, on the ground of 
public duty, is supposed, and was indeed capable, 
to have originated that dreadful malady, which 
soon afterwards displayed its irreparable ravages 
on his heretofore sensitive mind. 

Shortly after his ascending the British throne, 
the confidential advisers of the young King, 
strongly importuned him to marry a foreign 
Princess; a proposal by no means agreealxle to 
an ardent lover, who^ affections were already 
settled upon a young English lady, of very 
great beauty, high rank, and the most unex* 
ceptiooable manners, disposition, and character. 
Very opposite statements have long since appear- 
ed respecting this transaction; and the Editor, 
in offering this addition to the number, assures 
his readers that a Commander of the Knights 
of the Order of St. Joachim, so often mentioned 
in the preceding annals, declared in 1808, that 
however romantic it might appear, the royal 
amour alluded to was founded on real facts. 

Horace Walpole (Chapter VII. of his Remi- 
niscences) ha^i asserted, as an indubitable truth, 
that Frederick, Prince of Wales, father of 
George the Third, paid his addresses to Lady 
Diana Spencer, grand-daughter of Sarah, Duch- 
ess of Marlborough, and that even the day was 
fixed for their being secretly married at the 
lodge^ belonging to the Duchess, in Windsor 

3 
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Great Park. Sir Levett Hanson, in 1808, afc 
firmed, that he was assured by a gentleman who 
belonged to the Prince's household, that Frede-* 
rick. Prince of Wales, used often to tell Prince 
George, that as he was an English boy^ he 
should, if he pleased, have an Enoush Wifb ; 
observing, that by continually intermarrying 
with German women, the Royal Family would 
remain for ever Germnnized, and distinct from 
the nation they governed. When it was urged 
by his courtiers, that such marriages might 
prove prejudicial to the state, by conferring too 
great an ascendancy upon particular femilies^ 
and thereby create jealousies and ill blood; he 
would reply, in a jocular way, by saying, he 
^ould have boys and girls enough to oonnect 
the crown by blood with so many families, that 
no such danger could arise ; and he would never 
force his sons or daughters to marry : adding, 
if they should like the Germans best, let them 
take their choice ; but I would rather that they 
should all marry into English families, and 
then their descendants would be of Briti^ blood, 
as well as Britons bom. His consort, having 
been reared in a petty court*, where the people 
and the cattle were held in about equal estimation. 



♦Saxe Gotha. 
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and expected, silently and submissively, to sub- 
mit to every mandate, heard with surprise and 
indignation those alarming doctrines j and ener- 
getically affirmed, that if she had power to 
prevent it, never should a child of her's marry 
41 into an English family ! The sentiments ex« 
pressed by the father, at a later period of his 
life, sunk deep into the mind of his son George; 
and when, in 1756, his grandfather thought 
of marrying him to a Princess of Brunswick, 
he expressed to his mother his| strong aversion 
to the marriage, who, having other views, sup- 
ported her son's determination, without saying 
why^ and there ended the incipient project. 

According to this verbal statement, for the 
accuracy of which the Editor cannot of course 
become pledged, George the Third, before 
he was twenty-one years of age, had secretly 
made up his mind to adopt his father's maxims, 
and select an English woman to share, as his 
consort, the English throne. His affections 
settled, as it is stated, upon Lady Sarah 
Lennox. The enamoured youth was not slow 
in finding means to let the noble young damsel 
know of the pure and ardent affection his heart 
cherished towards her, and if she deigned to 
listen to his suit, it was his intention, if he lived 
to ascend the throne, that she should share it 
with him. With a frankness of heart, which 
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reflects honour upon her memory, the amiable 
girl freely acknowledged that, had the rank of 
her lover been as far below her's as it was above, 
she could have met his advances without doing 
violence to her feelings ; but, as the case stood, 
after having gpratefuUy and humbly thanked 
the Prince for the proud distinction he had 
bestowed, and wishing him every happiness, 
she informed him she durst not act otherwise, 
than decline his flattering ofier. Having fully 
made up his mind on the subject, this graceful 
denial only fanned the intense passion he felt, 
and perhaps did not wish to control; and so 
powerful were its effects, that it wrought a 
sudden and marked change in his pursuits. 
His dogs, his horses, his field-sports, were for a 
time wholly neglected, till upon his reiterated 
assurances of the resolution he had long formed 
of marrying a British lady, and that he would 
rather relinquish the throne than his hope of 
attaining her for his bride, she cancelled the 
negative previously given, and they interchanged 
vows of love and constancy. Then, when his 
mind was released from the racking anguish of 
suspense, and he was received as a favoured 
lover, the youthful Prince resumed his former 
sports, though with diminished ardour ; for the 
fair Lennox revelled in his virtuous bosom, — 
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the Queen of his soul,— the sole object of his 
youthful love. 

In relating these interesting court anecdotes. 
Sir Levett Hanson spoke of them as sober facts; 
and, if his opinions were well grounded, neither 
the Duke of Richmond, nor Lady Sarah Lennox, 
merited those very coarse and unbecoming stric- 
tures, in which the author of the Memoirs of 
Queen Charlotte, page 217, has ventured to in- 
dulge. The Ex-Chamberlain smiled at the idea, 
that the reigning family could have been dis- 
graced by the heir apparent marrying the 
daughter of an English peer; whilst, in the 
most full and positive terms, he affirmed that 
the Duke of Richmond, her fe^ther, had no 
knowledge of, or participation in this amour; 
stating that a cousin of his mother's * was go- 
verness to Lady Sarah, and also her confidant; 
and that her conduct was marked by the strict- 
est propriety and decorum in every stage of the 
transaction, — when her hopes were lifted high, 
and an imperial crown seemed impending over 



• At the distance of twelve years^ and the want of memo- 
randums to refresh the memory, it would be going top far to 
assert that every fact is correctly stated as it was communicat- 
ed; but such as it is here stated was its tenor and meaning. 
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her heady — and when, by a cruel reverse, the 
flattering* prospects suddenly vanished, and love 
was made an offering to state policy! 

Beset on every side v?ith interested observers, 
it must have been a matter of great difficulty 
for the Prince to have carried on this intercourse 
undiscovered; yet this was accomplished through 
the medium of his brother Edward; and the 
lovers frequently met at the country-seat of a 
lady of rank, which stood in the track of the 
Prince's rustic excursions. During these stolen 
interviews, which could not last long, the lover 
acquainted his intended bride that he neither 
had nor should consult any of his courtiers; 
but, deferring the marriage till he had ascend* 
ed the throne, he would plead his father's 
promise, claim his natural right to select his 
partner for life, and throw himself upon the 
generosity of his people for support and appro* 
bation. 

Mr. Creset, private secretary to the Princess 
Dowager, and, according to Sir Levett Hanson's 
narrative, her chief household spy, was the 
person, who, suspecting the Prince's frequent 
visits to the Countess of ****, were connected 
with some intrigue, had the credit of having 
discovered this amatory intercourse and corres- 
pondence, which, before he reflected how much 
better a hand of that discovery he might have 
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made by concealing it from all except tlie lovers, 
he babbled ont to his inquisitive mistress. Ac- 
cording to the narrator, the Princess Dowager 
vas affected no less powerfully than if she had 
been apprized of the sudden death of her eldest 
son. She had for some time been suspicious' 
that the Prince was deeply engaged in some 
^mour, but her pride repelled the idea that he 
had already plighted his faith to raise an Eng- 
lish lady to be the partner of his throne ! Rage, 
indignation, scorn, dismay, each by turns as- 
sailed her agitated bosom; yet her usual cau- 
tion did not forsake her, and though constrained 
forbearance cost her a severe pang, the Princess 
sent Creset to summon the Earl of Bute to her 
presence, before she ventured upcm any attempt 
to avert a blow, ^ alike fatal to all her ambitious 
projects, and intolerably humiliating to her 
pride-choked mind. 

Lord Bute was scarcely less surprised than 
the Princess, or less alarmed; He saw all the 
dangers which surrounded them, and taught 
the passion-tprn mother the necessity of subdu- 
ing her feelings, and having recourse to sap and. 
minCj to effect that purpose, for which he ex- 
pressed his fullest confidence that all angry re- 
monstrance would utterly fail. Convinced by 
his reasoning, and from habit submissive to. 
opinions so gracefully and eloquently expressed, 
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the Princess yielded to his better counsels, 
nothing* doubting* his fidelity or discretion; and 
thus, whilst the youthful lovers, lulled in a false 
security, enjoyed ' their present happiness, and 
confidently looked forward to a prosperous issue 
to their virtuous wishes,— silently but rapidly 
were the elements of that storm accumulating-, 
which was destined to sever their fond hearts, 
and annihilate every enraptured vision of future 
bliss, in which they were indulging ! 

Never at a loss for expedients to bring about 
any greatly desired end, the Earl of Bute called 
into action a few selected noblemen and ladies, 
upon whose prudence he could rely; to whom, 
partially and cautiously, he explained the unea- 
siness of the Princess Dowager on account of her 
eldest son's devotion to Lady Sarah Lennox, and 
her maternal fears lest the amour should end in 
the dishonour of the young damsel; not once al- 
luding to the Prince having pledged his faith to 
the fair object of his love, and destined her to 
be his consort, lest it should counteract their own 
projects, and raise up auxiliaries for the lovers, 
where she hoped to create enemies* To the 
credit of the Prince and his beloved, so great 
had been their discretion and self-command, that 
no one, except the few already alluded to, had, 
the least idea of their innocent amour* At the 
instigation of the Eari of Bute, the Duke of 

s3 
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Richmond was suddenly visited by a succession 
of noble gueste, whose presence occupied too much 
of Lady Sarah's time to permit of her meetings 
her royal lover as usual. Their intercourse was 
in consequence epistolary ; and as neither of them 
had the smallest mistrust that their secret passion 
was known to the Princess, they consoled each 
other in the pleasing illusion, that the time for 
secrecy and constraint would shortly terminate. 
But when visit after visit was proposed, and 
Lady Sarah found herself insensibly, as it were, 
removed farther and farther from her lover, dark 
fears unbidden obtruded on her mind ; and al- 
though she could perceive no visible traces of 
remote agency or secret management, yet the 
result of the different domestic movements alarm- 
ed her fears, and suggested danger, without af- 
fording any clue to its source, or any means of 
prevention. 

During this peiiod the lovers were almost 
wholly debarred from correspondence; and by 
comparing dates, it seems, from the recollections 
of the men of ancient days, who were then in the 
service of the royal family, that the Prince was 
remarkably dejected, neglected his favourite ani- 
mals, and his rural sports, and sought out soli- 
tudes, wherein, perhaps, to g^ve greater scope to 
his perturbed feelings unobserved. 

Sir Levett Hanson stated, that neither the 
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Princess nor Lord Bute thought it advisable to 
intercept the letters which passed between the 
lovers. " It was not/' said he, " any sentiment 
of delicacy by which they were deterred, but the 
dread of irreparably oflFending the noble-minded 
youth, and hurrying him to the consummation 
of the marriage they wrought so earnestly to 
avert." Suoh was the state of affeirs, when the 
<death of George the Second took place; soon 
after which event, various of his i&inisters 
and counsellors strongly urged the young Mo- 
nareh to take a consort ; but neither his mother 
nor the Earl of Bute were foremost to recom- 
mend this measure. Finding himself thus press- 
ed, the King mentioned his father's promise 
to Lord Bute, and asked him if he conceived any 
serious injury was likely to the state, if he were 
to act as his parent had advised, and take an 
English lady for his bride? The dissembler ap- 
peared as if suddenly overwhelmed by the deepest 
grief and surprise. After a solemn pause, he told 
his Sovereign, except a recantation of his faith, 
he could not call to mind any act so Aill of dis- 
astrous consequences, as that to which he had al- 
luded. Impatient of further dissimulation, the 
King communicated to the Earl tibe deep affec- 
tion cherished towards Lady Sarah Lennox, the 
«K>lemn engagements into which he had entered, 
and his fixed determination to exercise that na- 
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tural right which the meanest of his subjects 
possessed, and select his wife himself. 

The cautious politician saw clearly that every 
thing might be lost by iiUtimed opposition ; and 
finding that, piqued at the long continued silence 
of Lady Sarah, the King had not taken any de- 
cisive step since the death of the old King, all he 
ventured to ask of the young Monarch was, to 
pause a given time before he committed him- 
self irrevocably; fHTotesting, with many well- 
dissembled tokens of affectionate zeal, that if, at 
the end of that period, his Majesty's will should 
remain the same, that be should use all his in- 
terest to sooth the public mind, and prepare his 
mother for a stroke which he pretended might 
break her heart. This was touching a chord that 
vibrated through every nerve. The young Prince 
turned pale, and said, ^^ It is a sad alternative in 
which I am placed; the crown is not worth the 
sacrifice I am called upon to make. You say my 
mother's heart will break if I marry Lady Lennox ; 
and so intensely do I love that lady. Sir, that I 
fear my mipd would not be able to bear up 
against the shock of a disappointment. My mo-« 
ther's av^sion is not rational, and I do not per- 
ceive that she ought to require this sacrifice at 
my hands." 

As he spoke, his voice faltered, and tears 
trickled down his cheeks. At last the distressed 
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lover gave his word as required, and during that 
interval, the pathetic entreaties and adknonitions 
of thePrincess Dowager, powerfully backed by the 
sedate and dignified expostulations of Lord Bute, 
dieveloping, according to old state maxims,the ne* 
cessity there was, if he aimed at the conscientious 
discharge of his public duty, as a wise and vir- 
tuous Monarch, to sacrifice his passions to the 
safety of his empire. Then he began to waver ; 
and ^en his mother, and his private monitor, 
made such forcible appeals to his pride and ge- 
nerosity, that the young Prince, agreeing to be 
guided by their counsels, gave them his word of 
honohr, that whatever it might cost him, he 
Would make the sacrifice required^ He kept 
that Word, although his heart was wrung with 
anguish. He passed, as was said, a week in so- 
litude, striving to malster his feelings, and yield 
up his love ! The letter he wrot&to Lady Sarah 
Lennox, was repreisented by Sir Levett Hanson 
as tiBeming with the finest touches of passion. 
He candidly stated all that had occurred, and 
assured her^ that no considerations whatever had 
the least influence upon his decision, except his 
sense of public duty, and his moral conviction, 
that, however painful the sacrifice demanded, it 
l<rould be dishonourable in him to hesitate. In 
the interval. Lady Sarah's confidential friend 
(a maternal relation to Sit Levett), either by de- 
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81^ or chance, obtained possession of the letter 
written by Lord Bute, the contents of which, 
though guardedly composed, and the meaning 
obscurely expressed, gave the innocent victim' of 
his machinations a full comprehension of the 
whole scheme. The shock was great; but a 
greater yet remained. This was the affecting 
letter alluded to, written by the King, and sent 
to her by a gentleman of his Court, on whose 
honour and delicacy he relied. Although the * 
blow was tempered by all that was tender and 
affectionate in language, and noble in sentiment, 
and offered a brother^s love, where his fondest 
wishes yet combined with her undoubted claims, 
it still fell dreadfully heavy. The health of the 
amiable girl sunk under its pressure; but time 
and reflection had their usual influence, and after 
a few months' seclusion. Lady Sarah Lexnox 
was able, not only to forgive the King, but even 
to assist at his marriage with another ! Not so 
regarding Lord Bute and the Princess Dow- 
AOER, towards whom she felt the most intense 
hatred. The impression produced on the mind 
of the King, was answerable to the greatness of 
the love he had cherished towards her, and gave 
new poignancy to his sorrows. 

George the Third was not aTancred j but still, 
if he had been conscious of the secret machina- 
tipHiS which had operated so effectually in cutting 
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off his intercourse with the object of his first 
love, it would probably have awakened such 
powerful feelings of resentment, as might have 
induced him to have banished Lord Bute for 
eyer from his presence, and have liberated his 
mind from those shackles which his too ambi- 
tious mother had so artfully imposed*. Infinitely 
to the credit of Lady Lennox, although she had 
detected the secret agency of Lord Bute and the 



* W. W. Craig, Esq. in his Memoirs of Queen Charlotte, 
has thus traduced the character of this virtuous girl, — p. 271, 

" The Duke of Richmond, the proudest man in England, 
was the indefatigable and inveterate opponent of every measure 
brought forward in support of the King's government ; and 
it was supposed to be owing to the presumptuous idea he had 
conceived of connecting one of his daughters in marriage with 
the King. Many statements on this subject have been given 
to the public without foundation of any kind, and I feel autho* 
rizcd in saying that the virtuous, the exemplary King of these 
realms never did, at any time of his life, look with desire 
upon any woman but kU toife ! That Lady Sarah Lennox 
Blight have an affection for his Majesty, ardent and sincere, 
I can believe, and that she took opportunities of manifesting it 
on public occasions, even after ihs King was married^ I can 
also believe ; but it is no proof of the participation of the so- 
vereign, that she dared thus to look up to him in his single state, 
and it is no proof of her modesty j that she could look up to him 
afterwards,^'* Such is the envenomed maimer in which that 
bitter enemy of Queen CaroKney the Consort of George the 
Fourth, has reviled the memory of another honourable woman, 
lonce dear to George the Third ! 
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Princess DoVrager, she ccmcealed her knowledgfe 
of their delinquency, that she might not wound 
the bosom of her Royal lover, whom she resigned 
in a manner becoming a woman, worthy to have 
been his bride. After the death of the Princess 
Dowager of Wales, the veil was withdrawn, and 
the whole of the secret machinery exposed, by 
which the projected marriage had been pre- 
vented. Such was the account given by Sir 
Levett Hanson of this deep-rooted attachment 
of the King ; to the disappointment of which 
passion he attributed, not alone the partial 
flashes of disordered intellect, which, in less than 
a year after his marriage, are said to have been 
perceptible to his Queien, and his nearest atten- 
dants, but also that profound piety and unfeigned 
reliance on the consolations of religion, by which 
he was henceforth so eminently distinguished. 
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